Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



euuuDiu68Q 




^HHI 








TREATMENT 



OF 



STRICTURES IN THE URETHRA, 



PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE 

TREATMENT 

OF 

STRICTURES IN THE URETHRA, 

ILLUSTRATED BT COPPER PLATES FROM 

THE DRAWINGS OF MR. BAUER, F. R. S. 



TO WHICH ARB ADDED, 

GOUTY ATTACKS ON THE URETHRA 

AND OTHER PARTS, 
CURED BY VINUM COLCHICI5 

AND A NEW MODE OF PERFORMING 

THE HIGH OPERATION FOR THE STONE. 



♦ BY 

SIR EVERARD HOME, Bart. 

V.P.R.S. F.A.S. 

SERJEANT SURGEON TO THE KING ; 
SENIOR SURGEON TO ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL ; HONORARY 
FROFESSOR TO THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN LON- 
I>ON ; TRUSTEE OF THE HUNTERIAN COLLECTION ; PROPRIETOR 
OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTION; MEMBER OF THE LINN.SAN SO- 
CIETY, GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, HORTICULTtfRAL SOCIETY; COR- 
RESPONDING MEMBER OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF FRANCE; 
MEMBER OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF SCIENCES IN GOTTINGEN; 
MEMBER OF THE PHYSICO-MEDICAL SOCIETY OF ERLANG ; HO- 
NORARY MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA; 
HONORARY MEMBER OF THE ROYAL MEDICAL SOCIETY OF 
EDINBURGH ; CORRESPONDING MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL SO- 
CIETY OF DUBLIN, AND OF THE FACULTY AT PARIS. 



VOL. III. 



LONDON : 

PRIKTED FOE PAYNE AND FOSS, FALL-MALL ; 
BY W. BULMER AND W. NICOL, CLEVELAND-ROW, ST. JAMES*S, 

1821. 



DEDICATION. 



began my professional career, as a 
Student in Practical Surgery, at 
the: early age of 17; and while I 
retain my faculties so as to benefit 
others by my professional expe- 
rience, I shall remain at my post 
as one of its Surgeons, an office I 
am proud of having held thirty- 
four years. 

'My life I consider to have been 
a fortunate one; I have lived at'a 
period in which Science, in all its 
branches, has made a more rapid 
progress of advance, than in any 
other within the annals of History. 
I have been engaged in the pur- 
suit of a profession, the study of 
which is Philosophy — the practice 
Philanthropy. 1 have been edu- 
cated in this, which will ever stand 
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ON STRICTURES, h-c. 



CHAFfER I. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

In writing upon any disease not liable to 
SO many complications^ and in directing a 
mode of treatment that did not require so 
much nicety of hand^ so much firmness 
of mind, as well as self-confidence, to be 
prepared for whatever unexpected and 
.untoward symptoms, occur, I shquld have 
confined jmyself to a much more general 
statement, and have left those practitioners 
who are tO:jFoJlpw_ me, simply an outline for 
their guidatiiqe, the interior of which was to 
be filled up by their own judgment. 

In my first publication, I stated that this 
mo^e of practice was beyond the re^ch of 
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ordinary Surgeons, since both the know- 
ledge of the Anatomist, and the judgment 
of the Phisiologist, as well as the hand of 
the expert Surgeon were required to do 
justice to it. At that time, this observation 
might be considered to arise from vanity, or 
to be an attempt to keep the use of the armed 
bougie in nay own hands. In repeating this 
caution, I run no risk of such an insinuation ; 
indeed I will now go further, and recom- 
mend no Surgeon to adopt it, who has not 
made himself so far master of all ihe diffi- 
culties that may occur, as to give him con- 
fidence in himself, sufficient to support him 
under the heavy responsibility which is at- 
tached to this mode of practice ; also suffi- 
cient to dissipate the fears and alarms that 
will occasionally arise in the mind of the 
patient. 

There is nothing the human mind so 
shrinks fronl as responsibility; and yet with- 
out that necessary firmness, no one should 
attempt to raise himself to eminence in 
the operative branch of Surgery ; : 
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liooDient the surgeon takes alarm, what 
must be the sentiments entertained by the 
patient ? To illustrate this, a Genlleman, 
who had suffered exceedingly from stric- 
tures, consulted me twenty years ago upon 
the propriety of employing the armed bou- 
gie for their removal. After having made 
an appointment with me for that purpose, 
he sent an apology, and I afterwards unr 
derstood that he felt himself under such 
obligations to his family Surgeon, that he 
had been obliged to put himself under that 
Gentleman's care. In the progress of the 
cure a bleeding came on, and the Sqrgeon 
was sent for, who became so much 
alarmed, that he confined the patient to the 
sopha, himself and his assistant relieving 
one another by turns in pressing upon the 
perinasum during the whole night. The 
state of alarm of the patient's mind, from 
seeing that the Surgeon had lost all pre- 
sence of mind, prevented the bleeding from 
stopping for is hours, and they all three 
4eclared, wh^n they had. recovered from 



8 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 



their fright, that they would not spend such 
another night for the world. If the patient 
had gone to sleep, the bleeding would have 
ceased in ten minutes. This Surgeon, as 
it is natural to believe, never after meddled 
with an armed bougie ; he took up the 
practice of physic. 

In our profession, there are two lines of 
conduct which are open to practitioners to 
pursue, the one complying with the wishes 
and inclinations of the patient, the other 
yielding no further than his own judgment 
of the case, and the best mode of treating 
it will allow him to do. The first may be 
attended with many advantages, and is en- 
tirely free from all responsibility, that rest- 
ing with the patient himself; the other is, 
however, infinitely more satisfactory to a 
conscientious mind, and places the Surgeon 
upon much higher ground, both with his 
profession, and with his patient. I have in a 
great many instances refused to use injec- 
tions in the cure of gonorrhoea, upon the 
ground, that I was not authorized in doing 



M/bdlitfVkig they ¥^ere productive of stric- 
tures J Oiie Gentleman askied me if I would 
fdiise to cut off his arm^ should he denre 
me to do it, I answered^ most certainly ^ if 
there was ho disease in the arm^ nor other 
circumstance, which appeared to me to jus- 
tify such an operation. By such dedsions 
agunst my own interest, in many cases I 
have lost my patient, but have never lost 
his good .ofHUiori. . . ; 

laope instano^/more than twenty years 
ago, in which it was asked in consultation by 
the patient, whether his case was one requir- 
ing the use of the armed bougie; I said it 
was ;:and this mode of treatment was decided 
upon. -The patient then saidf who was to 
;apply it ? r answered, that I most certainly 
muiBt conduct the treatment ; for as the re- 
sponsilnlity rested upon my opinion, there 
was no man i in whoise hands that responr 
siiHlity (srhould iest but my own. 
- I ^miist repieat hfere what. I liave before 
Ml so inuch sti^ss upon ; -r- that the great 



error in this practice, is not entirely re- 
moving the stricture, resting satisfied with 
getting a tolerably sized boutiie into the 
bladder, and removing the present symp- 
toms, without payi' g the least regard to 
the principle upon which the cure dependsi— 
the bringing the diameter of this portion to 
the same plane as the rest of the urethra. 
This practice is throwing an obloquy upon 
the mode of treatment, by having raised the 
patient's hopes to the highest pitch, and in 
two or three months he is as bad as ever. 
The surgeon who has committed this error 
half a dozen times, does not suspect the 
fault to be in himself, and gives up the use 
of the caustic, and resorts to tlie use of the 
bougie, which, now that the stricture is so far 
diminished, is attended with very little diffi- 
culty ; and as a metal one is more easily pass- 
ed than one of wax, that instrument is pre- 
ferred, and as soon as it is left off the stric- 
ture returns with redoubled force ; in addi- 
tion to which, there are added the irritating 
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emobi of «'hard substance so longpressmg 
upon the orifices of >tbe seiinnarl ducts^^virhich 
is>iiot sflways di^^ with impuiiity** 
^ The mistakes that are oiade between the 
different diseases to whi6h the Urethra is 
fiahle^ exceed all credibility ; and in tluS 
way it is hardly possible for a Sturgeon who 
has made them, to coibe to any just'Oonclu4- 
abns respecting the success of any mode of 
tfeatinent he may have adopted in the cases 
thai have rome under his owii care. : A 
metallic bougie^ of mbderatie siee^ when 
passed upon an irritable patient^ although 
there is no contraction in the urethra/ wiM 
lie .'Sto^>ed by spasm^ which leads to the 
bdief of there being a stricture. By a 
o6kirse of metallic bougies of several weeks 
cft months, the ideal strictttre is removed, 
but the general irritability of the urathra is 

* A Gentleman of very violent temper, I am faformed, 
i4i#. had undergone A course of metidlic bougie9^ fouitfl 
himself afterwards deficient in his powers in the. sexual 
intercourse; and was so enraged with his surgeon, to 
^rfi^ iredietncfiit he alttributed thrs ealamit}^, tha£ he 
wient^o his house, and treated him so harshly as tb m^ 
it necessary to swear the peace agidiifift his 
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much increased by the use of the metallic 
bougie ; and what is of much worse conse- 
quence, the Surgeon is led, from these erro- 
neously successful cases, to adopt this prac- 
tice in all cases of stricture, which is going 
back a century and a half in his treatment 
of this disease. Numberless cases of this 
kind have come under my notice. When 
such cases, others of slight stricture, and 
those strictures that have been imperfectly 
removed by the armed bougie, are added 
to. those which had been removed by caus- 
tic, and, in consequence of future gonor- 
rhoea and the use of injections, had re- 
turned, the whole number is very great: 
and as they all admit of the use of the me- 
tallic bougie, and may for the time be palli- 
ated by it, although afterwards they are 
rendered more liable to contraction, they 
have kept that instrument in too general 
use, where the common bougie is a much 
Safer instrument,* 

• In some cases tlie meuilltc bougie has broken in 
the urethra, and the operation for the stone has been 
re<iuiv94 % its repwyal- . , , ,„, , , 
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I haveireadily allowed^ in my foitner Vo- 
hnnesy that time was necessary to-^ni^Ue us 
to determine the degree of peroianency of 
the ctire. produced by the caustic^ and to 
enable us to determine in what way the 
parts should be afterw^^ treated to pre- 
vent a return. Respecting these points, 
after a lapse of twentyrfive years, diiring 
. die whole of which . period I have, never 
been one day, I may say, without cas^ of 
stricture in which the caustic has been used, 
under my care, I may be allowed now to 
come^to some conclusions. 

I :have lately had an opportunity of pass- 
ing the identical bougie which I gave the 
patient upon his taking leave of me twenty 
years ago, with facility into the bladder^ 
;although he had never, used it since we 
parted. 

I have likewise had numerous opportu- 
nities of knowing, that no return. of the 
symptoms have taken place in fifteen or 
. twenty years, although no bougie had been 
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used since the cure was completed : and in 
many instances where the patient has died 
from the effects of other diseases, the ure- 
thra after death has allowed a full sized 
bougie readily to pass into the bladder; and 
when the urethra has been examined, the 
part in which the stricture had been situated, 
had the same continuation of smooth sur- 
face as the rest of the canal. 

Invariably when gonorrhoea has been 
contracted and injections used, there has 
been more or less a return of the stricture. 
Where there has been gonorrhoea and no 
injection used, sometimes there has been no 
return, at others there has. 

It is, however, more general after the re- 
moval of strictures at an early age, that is 
under 30, that the contraction returns if a 
bougie is not occasionally passed ; and this 
arises from that part, at the time of the or- 
gasm in the venereal act, being less pliant 
than when in a natural state; it is not com- 
pletely relaxed by the expulsion of the 
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urin^^ JEUid ki tboe the stpiotue ^Detums ; it 
i^:: therefore, xequired thaty^cscafibnally^ a 
sohstiuite for the atptioo of. the bladder 
shofldbe i|geds to rpreaepve; ihe required 
capacity ofthe^fianiklvri ; : v. . i . 

.How often a. bougie ought to iie passed^ 
I was urjihlefiftQen,yeam/8gQ itordetermirie. 
I now know tha( nq. g^necftl ruleiwillapfrfy 
to all cases, and the biat way^ is to form a 
partiQular one f^r each «ta9e that occurs. 
The plan I adopt is. as follows : -after the 
eanal at ^he istriotured: part -is brought to its 
proper isize, and ;a .^1 isized boUgiei passes 
over that part witboqtt tesiatance, I leave 
thei parts for a weekior'teJQf dajfs to recover 
frotu the eff^bt of the violence committed 
upon them, and r>afterwards pass .a bougie 
every other da/yiigi mediately withdrawing 
it; 4n many instances the hollow at the 
^erumontanum, or immediately beyond it, 
ahall, even in a healthy state, catch the end 
of the bougie, if the point is not sufficiency 
bent up to pass over it. Once every other 



GENERAI, OBSERVATIONS. 



day, in such cases, I occasionally find to be 
too often, bringing on irritation, which goes 
off when the use of the bougie is omitted. 
In such cases it ought not to be passed at 
such short intervals ; and when the disturb- 
ance brought on by passing it remains seve- 
ral days, the intervals should be still further 
prolonged. I have met with several cases 
of twenty years standing, where once a year 
is as often as answers any good purpose; 
once a month is the nearest to a general 
average; and once a week is perhaps the 
safe side of that average. I am satisfied that 
passing it too often, or clumsily, is more 
likely to bring back the contractions than 
too long an omission, and therefore when 
the patient is not dexterous, it is much bet- 
ter for him not to pass a bougie at all; and 
when there is a disposition to a return of 
stricture discovered by a recurrence of the 
symptoms, to get a Surgeon to pass a bou- 
gie every other day, and the newly ac- 
quired contraction will readily admit of 
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being dilated^ without again having recourse 
to the caustia The bougie for this purpose 
should be of the softest composition. 

When the use of the caustic has pro- 
duced an irregularity in the urethra, by 
having destroyed the lower part more than 
the upper, which happens not unfrequently 
to the young practitioner, the caustic is not to 
be persevered in ; and as a soft bougie does 
not admit of being guided through this part, 
it is absolutely necessary to use a metal in-* 
strument : even here I prefer a diver sound 
to a bougie of the metalUc composition in 
use ; since, when once the proper curva- 
ture has been given to the sound, so that 
it can be readily passed, it never loses if, 
which the bougie would do. This instru- 
ment, in other respects, is to be used instead 
of a bougie, withdrawing it as soon as it 
has reached the bladder. 

It is no uncommon practice in such cases, 
to keep bougies for several hours at a 

time, even days and weeks^ in the bladder; 

hoping, by such means, to establish a cure. 

VOL. III. C 
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The French Surgeons prefer for this pur- 
pose the flexible gum catheter; and I 
confess, that this instrument, by allowing 
the water to be drawn off whenever it is re- 
quired, appears to me to have the material 
advantage of less irritating the bladder. 

My own experience is not in favour of 
this mode of treatment. It will be found in 
the following pages. Chap. X. Case 4th, a 
fair trial of this kind was made and perse- 
vered in ; but no material advantage was 
gained, all the symptoms returning as soon 
as the catheter was discontinued. 

In making catheters in this town, it is no 
small advantage, that the instrument should 
be fitted to the particular purpose for which 
it is intended. 

For ordinary purposes, the hole or eye 
should be small, and on the left side, that as 
the surgeon passes it with the right hand, 
and turns it up on the right side, the sur- 
face of the instrument on that side should 
be smooth ; when the surgeon or the pa- 
tient is left handed, the orifice should be on 
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thei Opposite side. Where the instrument 
is to remain long in the bladder, there 
should be an orifice on both sides, to pre« 
vent the instrument from having a chance 
of being clogged up by mucus ; and these 
should be much more open. Instruments 
of these different descriptions are kept by 
Mr. Wiesse, in the Strand, the person I 
employ to make them. 

In cases' that require passing bougies oc- 
canonally, the strictured part shall be found 
liable to spasmodic contractions, add at such 
times it shall give pain to pass one; and 
when an attempt ^is made to withdraw it, 
the force required will be considerable. At 
other times, though less frequently^ the 
spasm shaill occur in the orifice of the 
bladder itself; in these last, when the bou« 
gie comes out, the end has a double bend^ 
evidently marking the effect of the con- 
traction of the neck of the bladder, totally 
different from the. circular impression of 
a stricture. Whenever this appearance is 
met with, it will be prudent to leave aff^the 
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use of the bougie altogether; and should 
any necessity occur for using one, to pass 
it no further than just beyond the seat of 
the stricture.* 

The peculiarities belonging to individuals 
are so great, that it is necessary, previously 
to taking up the treatment, to become ac- 
quainted with them. I shall mention the 
following. 

The average quantity of water the human 
male bladder contains, with ease, I believe 
to be a pint. I have met with one instance 
in which, in health, it retained fifty-two 
ounces. An officer in the E;:st Indies had 
a retention of urine which lasted ten days, 
and yet he recovered. 

When the passing a bougie produces a 
fainting fit, it is no proof of the presence of 
a stricture, since it more commonly happens 
when the canal has no disease ; it therefore 

* There are other cases of irriiation at the neck of the 
bladder, commonly mistaken for attacks of inflamma- 
tion, in which passing a bougie into the bladder will 
often ^ve immediate relief, taking off the spasm from 
ihe orifice. 
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bonifis on from the bougie passing over the 
nedc of the bladder. 

In one gentleman, whenever a bougie 
YfBS passed after an interval of some 
mdnths, whether it went on to the bladder, 
or stopped in the urethra^ the urine ac- 
quired a violet smell, and the stomach 
became much deranged^ and secreted an 
add. 

In general, the last stricture yields with 
much difficulty; but sometimes the last 
9hall be completely removed, and the 
symptoms be kept up by one of the ante- 
rior or secondary strictures being in part 
left I iipon the removal of which the patient 
shall be perfectly well. 

It is deserving of ri6tice, that such is the 
effect of anxiety of mind upon strictures in 
the urethra, that I have hardly known an 
: instance of an Admiral or Captain in the 
navy, who has gone to sea after the re- 
- moval of strictures, whose mind has been 
moch agitated by drcumstances during his 
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command, that has not had more or less of 
recurrence of the stricture. 

A gentleman who had srictures removed 
by caustic, and had not made use of a bou- 
gie for some months, became very deaf; 
and upon returning to the use of the bougie, 
the deafness went away. 

In mentioning peculiarities, it is worthy 
of remark, tiiat a patient, with an ulcer 
three inches up the rectum, had intense 
pain brought on in ten minutes, sometimes 
fifteen, at others sixty minutes, after having 
a stool ; and another patient, with a disease 
in the bladder, had pain come on ten or 
fifteen minutes after making water. Is it to 
be concluded that the disease in the bladder, 
in this case, was an ulcer? 

In a case in wliich the bladder had not 
emptied itself completely for twenty-two 
months, when the water was onoe drawn 
off, and the caustic immediately applied, so 
readily had that organ recovered its com- 
plete contraction, that it expelled six or 



stven^ drops, the whcde quantity vakadti, in 
so short a period, could have been brouglit 
into it 

The following mensonrndum was brmight 
teme^ptemher 7th^ 1807^ bj a Nobleman, 
wiitteo m bis own hand ; who asked me if 
I had a recollection of the drcumstanoes^ 
vihidi his thou^t I might have fofgotten, 
aiMlthere£ore had brought me the statement, 
liiat it might be( recorded for the benefit ^ 
others. I therefore, as a duty, insert it 
here, and with it shall conclude this Chap- 
ter. If is a strong proof, that very small 
crreumstances can be productive of very 
great distress in particular constitutions. 

^ About twelve years ago, being just got 
rnHtX of a dapk I continued to Have sen^ 

satimis, which I ^n imagined to be the con^ 

sequences of the disor^. The sensations 

were as follow: I felt uneasiness when« 

ever I sate down, and much greater if I 

crossed my legs ; and I could not bear to 

ride on horseback. Whenever I had an 

emission of seed, it felt to me as if a hot 
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iron was thrust up my fundament; but I 
did not perceive any diminution of the 
stream in making water, nor any disagree- 
able sensation whatever. 

'* At the end of about three months I saw 
Mr. Home, and told him that I suspected 
that I had a stricture. His answer was, that 
if I would let him pass a bougie, he could 
tell me immediately whether 1 had or not. 
He then passed a, bougie, and told me, that 
I might depend on it that I had not ; and 
from that moment I felt myself perfectly 
cured; so much so, that during the day, 
and the following night, the things that had 
before given me great pain, ceased to give 
me any. I was very much astonished at this, 
and could not account for it, till the next 
day, upon making water the first time after 
I got up, when there came away two pieces 
of gravel, of the size of small peas, with a 
good deal of hardened blood upon them." 
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CHAPTER 11. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE HUMAN URETHRA, 
SHEWING ITS INTERNAL STRUCTURE. 

* * ■ 

[Erom the PhUosophicdl Tramactions.^ 

Th£ smallest additions to our knowledge 
of Human Anatomy, have ever met with 
the most liberal reception from the Royal 
Sodety.. Such communications must ne-« 
cessarily be of rare occurrence, the field 
having not only been gone over so often, 
fait cultivated with the utmost labour and 
zealy by men of the highest talents, and 
most acute discernment. Much, however, 
is still wanting to make us acquainted with 
the internal structure of all the organs of 
the human body; and some of those not 
yet thoroughly examined, are of very great 
importance, not only on account of the 
functions they perform, but the diseases to 
which they are liable ; since by these dis- 
eases the natural functions are disturbed. 
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and occasionally completely interrupted; 
and when that happens, the life of the 
patient is too often destroyed. 

The structure of the human urethra, as 
far as it could be examined by ordinary 
vision, assisted by glasses of small magni- 
fying power, has been long known to all 
the anatomists of the present day ; and 
twenty-five years ago I thought myself 
thoroughly acquainted with it; but I now 
find that I was wholly ignorant of the more 
minute parts of its conformation. 

For the knowledge I have now acquired^ 
which it is the object of this paper to com- 
municate to the Society, we are indebted to 
Mr. Bauer, who has given the most patient 
and laborious attention to the examination 
of these parts, magnified in difllerent ways, 
and has faitbfully represented them as they 
appeared to his view. 

From Mr. Bauer's examinations, we find 
that the human urethra Is made up of two 
parts, an internal membrane, and an exter- 
nal muscular covering. 



OmtriS. HUMAN ITUCTHRA. 9% 

The .intemal membrane is excee^gly 
tfaiq^ aadno fibres are met with that can 
giveit a power of contraction. When it is put 
on the stretch in a transverse direction^ the 
cirquiaference of the canal is no ways en<« 
iaoised; but when stretched lorigitudinallyy 
a vSmall degree of elongation is produced^ 
' When a transverse section of the urethra 
is made while in a collapsed state, the inter- 
nal membrane is found thrcfwn into folds 
prised' together by the surrounding parts. 
This appearance is shewn in the most satis- 
factory manner in the annexed Engravinjgs. 

iQn the surface of the internal membrane, 
over which the urine passes, there are 
numberless small projections, or papillae^ 
die orifioes of glands. The surface is co- 
verfed with small blood-vessels, and the 
lacunae leading to the deeper seated glands, 
are very numerous. These parts are beau- 
tifully represented in Tab. IV. Fig. 4, in a 
sHiall portion of the lining of the urethra, 
near the external orifice, minutely injected, 
magnified ten times in diameter. • 
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The muscular covering by which the 
membrane is surrounded, or enclosedi is 
made up of fasciculi of very short Hbres, 
which appear to be interwoven together, 
and to be connected by their origins and 
insertions with one another; they all have 
a longitudinal direction. A muscular struc- 
ture of this description, as far as I know, is 
not met with in any other part of the body. 
It is however to be observed, that there is 
no other instance in which fibres of such 
minuteness have been examined, and faith- 
fully represented. 

There is a greater thickness of this mus- 
cular structure upon the upper, than the 
under surface of the urethra, which is still 
more evident, as it approaches nearer to th« 
external orifice. The fasciculi are united 
together by an elastic sub-stance of the con- 
sistence of mucus. Tliis muscular struc- 
ture is represented in a longitudinal section 
of a portion of the corpus spongiosum ure- 
thrte, magnified fifteen times in diameter. 
Tab. IV, Fig. 3. The internal structure 
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of these fasciculi is shewn in Tab. VI. Fig. 
«i S» magnified twenty-five diameters, and 
in Fig. 4, magnified fifty diameters. In 
this Plate the fasciculi are thickened, in con- 
sequence of inflammation. Immediately 
beyond the muscular portion of the urethra, 
is the cellular structure of the corpus spon- 
giosum. ' 

This mechanism, which forms the canal 
of the urethra, is very different from what 
it has hitherto been contemplated to be; 
and therefore a knowledge of it enables us 
to correct many errors that we had fallen 
into with respect to the actions of its parts, 
both in a healthy state, and when under the 
influence of disease. 

. Till now it was believed, that either the 
•lining of the urethra was composed of cir- 
cular fibres, possessed of a power of con- 
traction, or that it was immediately sur- 
rounded by such fibres ; and therefore, that 
the disease commonly known by the name 
of a stricture in the urethra, was produced 
by a contraction of some of these circular 
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fibres; and that permanent stricture was a 
term applied to these parts, when, in con- 
sequence of inflammation, they became 
confined to that particular state. 

We now find from the annexed Engrav- 
ings, that the lining of the urethra is never 
met with in a contracted state, but is thrown 
into folds by the action of the elastic liga-- 
mentous covering of the corpus spongiosum, 
and the swell of the longitudinal muscular 
fibres within it; and when these fibres have, 
by acting through their whole length, re- 
duced the urethra to its shortest state, the 
pressure upon the internal membrane is so 
great, that there is not room for the urine 
to pass till these fibres are relaxed by 
elongating the whole canal. 

A spasmodic stricture is in reality aeon- 
traction of a small portion of the longitudi- 
nal muscular fibres, while the rest are re- 
laxed ; and as this may take place either 
all round, or upon any one side, it explains 
what is met with in practice, and which 
could not before be satisfactorily accounted 



THE HUMAN. UEBTHRA> 3I 

for ; the mark or impression of a stricture 
sometimes forming a circular depression 
i^n the bougie^ at others only on one side. 

A permanent stricture is that contraction 
oi the canal which takes place in conse« 
quence of coagalable lymph being exuded, 
between the fasciculi of muscular fibres, 
and upon the internal membrane, in difier- 
eot quantities according to circumstances ; 
and in the same proportion diminishing the 
passage for the urine at that part, or com- 
pletely closing it up. The changes the 
parts undergo in the formation of a perma- 
nent stricture, are most satisfactorily shown 
in Tab. V. VI. 

IntMs investigation, Mr. Bauer's exami- 
nations have not been confined to the canal 
of the urethra; he has, at my request, 
extended them to the corpus spongiosum, 
and to the corpora cavernosa; respecting 
the structure of which, even at this day, 
different opinions are entertained by some 
of the most celebrated physiologists in 
Europe. 
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When these bodies are entirely empty 
and collapsed, as we generally find them in 
the dead body, they contract so much from 
their elasticity, as to make it next to impos- 
sible to examine the structure of their dif- 
ferent parts ; and no inconsiderable art and 
contrivance becomes necessary, so to pre- 
pare them, that the internal structure may 
be sufficiently displayed, to render the ex- 
amination satisfactory. Every attempt to 
make the substances commonly used as 
injections, pass from the arteries into the 
cellular internal structure, proved ineffec- 
tual ; that mode therefore of distending 
those cells was soon abandoned ; injecting 
them directly by puncturing the surround- 
ing coverings, could not give them their 
natural appearance; vye therefore did not 
avail ourselves of it. The only mode of 
expanding the internal structure, at the 
same time that it was not disturbed, was to 
fill it through the medium of its own arte- 
ries, and then, by hardening the parts in 
spirit, preserve them in a distended state. 
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This was done in three different ways. 
In one instance they were found filled na- 
turally, by the blood that had been retained 
there/ and which, in the act of dying, had 
not been expelled, as in Plate I. 

In another, proof spirit was injected by 
die arteries, till all the internal cellular 
structure was distended by it ; and this 
spirit was retained there, as in Plate II. 

In a third, the arteries were injected with 
quicksilver, which readily passed into the 
internal parts, and was retained there by 
plugging up the trunks with common in- 
jection. These parts were then dried, and 
put into oil of turpentine. When preserved 
some time in that state, a longitudinal sec- 
tion of one of the corpora cavernosa was 
made, as in Plate III. and the quicksilver 
allowed to run out. The preparation thus 
made, is in the Collection of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons in London ; one of the 
many valuable donations made to that Mu- 
seum, by Sir William Blizard. The others 
were made upon this occasion. 

VOL. HI. D 
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From these preparations, the fact is suffi- 
ciently estabhshed, that the cellular internal 
structure of the corpora cavernosa and cor- 
pus spongiosum, receives the blood into its 
cavities directly from the smaller branches 
of the arteries with which these parts are 
provided ; but the nature of this structure 
remains to be explained. 

It was found by Mr. Bauer, from an ex- 
amination of these different preparations, 
that the cellular structure of the corpora 
cavernosa is made up of an infinite number 
of thin membranous plates, exceedingly 
elastic, so connected together as to form a 
kind of trellis work, the edge of which is 
firmly connected with the strong elastic 
ligamentous substance by which these bo- 
dies are surrounded, and which forms a 
septum between them, separating them one 
from another. This substance has inter- 
mixture of muscular fibres. The septum 
has not the same appearance in different 
individuals: in some, it is much thicker 
than in others; and towards the anterior 
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end, m one preparation, was almost entirely 
wanting ; as in Plate I. Fig. s. 

In the central line of each corpus qiver* 
nosura there is an open space. This is of 
considerable length, but is by no means 
e^ally so in different instances. This has 
no regular boundary, and appears to be 
formed simply by the elastic plates being 
wanting. These plates, from their extreme 
efaistieity, are with difficulty examined ; but 
as It appeared that their structure is the 
subject respecting which phisiologists are 
not a^eed, Mr. Bauer spared no pcdns, and 
verted his ingenuity in putting them to the 
^t of diiFerent modes of examination on 
the field of the microscope, and is perfectly 
satisfied that they are what he has repre- 
sented them to be; namely, simple thin 
mtfoibranous elastic plates, not made up of 
more than one layer, not having a cavitv 
between them, nor in any way forming re- 
gular cavities, but having irregular inter- 
stices ; they vary in size considerably in 
dififerent parts of the same body. It is into 
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these interstices that the blood is occasion- 
ally received from the termination of the 
small arteries which are every where 
branching upon, and supported by, the 
elastic plates of which the trellis work is 
composed ; as in Plate I. Fig. i. Plate 11. 
Fig. 1. Plate III. Fig. i. 

The circulation of the blood in these 
parts being different at different times, is a i 
most beautiful illustration of the fact, which ] 
upon a former occasion I communicated to I 
the Society ; namely, the great influence the ' 
nerves have upon the action of the smaller 
arteries, as well as on their larger trunks. 
When the nerves that supply the. corpora 
cavernosa and corpus spongiosum, (and 
they are very numerous,) are not affected 
by the state of mind of the individual, the 
blood is not carried into this trellis work, 
but returns by the veins, as in other parts 
of the body ; but when the mind receives 
such impressions as excite these nerves, the 
smaller arteries have their action so much 
increased, as not only to pour the blood 
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into the: interstices, and the open space 
which they inclose; but to distend them, 

overcoming the elastic power that, under 
ordinary circumstances, keeps them col- 
lapsed. 

. The corpus spongiosum differs in nothing 
from the corpora cavernosa, but in the parts 
being formed upon a smaller scale ; there 
being no open space in the middle or cen- 
tral line of the trellis work ; and the liga- 
mentous elastic covering which surrounds 
it, having no muscular fibres intermixed 
with its substance. When a transverse 
section of the corpus spongiosum b exa- 
mined in the microscope, the orifices of six 
or .sevQU divided arterial trunks are dis- 
tinctly seen in different parts of the section, 
as in Plate IV. Fig. i . 

As the corpus spongiosum may be said 
to be continued into, and to form the glans 
penis, the internal structure of which is of 
the same kind^ I was desirous that Mr. 
Bauer should examine the covering of that 
. body in the microscope, to ascertain whether 
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there were any papilla upon its surface, so 
different from those of the skin generally, 
as to account for this part having a sensa- 
tion peciihar to itself, and as unlike the 
common feeling of touch, as the sense of 
taste, which is peculiar to the tongue: 
this last I have explained upon a former 
occasion to the Society, is confined to the 
tip ; since, when the sense of taste is de- 
stroyed, by the nerves that produce it being 
injured, the common sensations of the rest 
of that organ, as well as its voluntary mo- 
tions, are as perfect as before. 

From the annexed magnified represen- 
tations of a portion of the glans penis, 
showing the papill*e on its surface, it is 
evident that such a peculiar organization 
must be constructed to produce a more than 
ordinary delicate sensation. Plate IV. Fig.5, 
Fig. 6. 

To describe the appearance which is so 
beautifully represented in the drawing, 
would be trifling with the time of the So-. 
dety; and I am afraid that 1 have already,; 
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dikmtd mytelf to say much more upon 
atvecal of the other subjects contained m 
dtts paper than was necessary, illustrated aa 
tb^ are by Mr. Bauer's drawings. 



The account which has just been given 
of the real structure of the urethra, obBges 
itki to confess, that all the theories that 
have been formed, whether respecting its 
healthy actions, or those in consequence of 
6ke^se, are intirely without foundation. 

The principle which I endeavoured to 
establish, in the first of these volumes, of 
muscular contraction being employed for 
the prevention of thfe semen, at the time of 
the coitus, passing backwards into the blad- 
der, instead of being wholly propelled 
through the external orifice, is, however, 
not at all shaken, but in the strongest man- 
ner confirmed ; although the ofiice is not 
performed by a portion of the muscle in 
immediate contact with the lining of the 
urethra, as I believed it to have been. To 
chse the uretbra at that time, is evi&ntly 
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the use of the anterior portion of the muscle 
described by Mr. Wilson, Professor of 
Anatomy to the Royal College of Surgeons^ 
in London, and called by him Suspensor 
Urethree.* 

When we look at the casts of the ure- 
thra, which have a place in the first volume 
of this work, there is in the healthy canal 
a portion of nearly an inch in length, cor- 
responding to the breadth of the flat muscle 
which surrounds the membranous portion 
of the urethra ; and the whole of this por- 
tion has a compressed appearance, but more 
particularly immediately behind the bulb, 
where the anterior edge of the muscle ter- 
minates ; and in the second cast, in which 
a stricture is represented as having actually 
taken place, it is precisely in that spot. 
So that the observation I had made upon 
the actions of these parts, in health, were 
true ; although the particular muscular fi- 
bres by which they are performed, were 
not at that time known. It is equally true, 

* Vide Medico-Cbirurgical Tranaactions, vol. L p. 175* 
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that tins contraction^ occasionally required' 
in the healthy actions^ has only to be con- 
tinued beyond the proper period, to consti- 
tute the disease which is the subject of the 
present work, 

. When we consider the natural delicacy 
pf the internal membrane of the urethra^ 
now first made known to us, the number 

« 

of very small openings of glands that are 
seen upon its surface, and its great vascu« 
larity^ it is obvious that it will be readily 
irritated when exposed to violence; and 
the first effect pf such irritation will be. an 
enlargement of these glands ; the second, 
an exudation of small portions of coagulable 
lymph: By these means the canal will be 
rendered more irregular, and give a less 
ready passage to the urine, than it did 
before such changes had taken place. 

Nothing more is necessary, in persons of 
a delicate habit, than what has just been 
stated, to produce an irritable urethra, one 
of the most common complaints to which 
this canal is liable ; and which, when it has 
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been once esiablished for years, is hardly 
ever to be got the better of. 

In this state of the urethra, all violent 
measures, whi-ther the use of irritating in- 
jections, or metallic bougies, must do harm; 
and although they cannot bring on spas- 
modic contractions upon the membrane 
itself, will produce that effect upon the lon- 
gitudinal muscles immediately behind it; a 
symptom which commonly occurs, and for 
which relief can be best afforded by the 
mildest means, such as passing a bougie of 
the softest materials, in the gentlest man- 
ner, and immediately afterwards withdraw- 
ing it, so as simply to compress the spas- 
modically contracted muscles; and having, 
by so doing, relaxed them, leave the parts 
in a quiescent state. 

In considering gonorrhoea as an inflam- 
matory disease, taking place upon such a 
membrane, connected with the lacun^e lead- 
ing to the deeper seated glands, the short 
delicate muscular fibres lying immediately 
behind them, and the ready connection 
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iMtw^en these several parts^ by mcAiM of 
the blood vessels that constitute their ex«i 
tf€me vascularity ; vre shall at once cam^ 
prehend the great variety of symptoms that 
ttke place in difFc^rent patients, add be 
ftepikted to expect, that such as occur in 
the first attack) will be more violent thaa 
tbose that are to be met with in future ra* 
turns of the disease ; and that when these 
rise to a great height, they must lay the 
founctetiofi of tnany consequent diseases. 

' l^teit there is a marked difference be» 
tweeti the appearance of the stricture usu^ 
aily Diet with in the membranous part of 
the areVhra^ and the others in the anterior 

{MffV id ^ftoNvn to every practical Surgeon; 
btttitlsodly now that this difference can 

be GoMpletely explained. 

The stricture formed in the membninous 
"psttt is, by means of ^ muscle, brought 
round not only the tube of the urethra, but 
round the whole substance of the mem- 
Inranous portion ; and when this has become 
permanent, the condensation and partial 
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absorption of all these compressed parts, as 
well as of the contracted muscle itself, form 
a ligamtntuus substance so hard, that the 
stroke of a probe across it may be heard. 

In the present work, all the different 
stages of the progress of this contraction 
have been taken notice of; and when it has 
arrived at this last, a greater destroying 
power is required for its removal, than we 
are warranted in making use of. 

Sucli a stricture, in the first instance, be- 
ing stretched with a view to its removal, is 
something like exercising a digastric mus- 
cle, for the purpose of destroying its mus- 
cular action. In both cases the muscular 
structures are acquiring strengtii and vigour. 
It is only by means of some power that 
takes off" spasm, produces absorption, or 
destroys the part, that the aperture can be 
permanently dilated, as practice has abun- 
dantly proved ; and the more extensively 
these two processes have been employed, 
the more effectually has the cure been 
performed. 



THE HUMAN URETHRA. 45 

I have mentioned, iti more places than 
one, that ^rhenever the effect of the caustic 
had been so violent as to produce an lue^ 
morrhage, to the amount of sixteen or more 
ounces, I was always enabled, from my 
former experience, immediately to assure 
my patient that the stricture was completely 
removed, and that he never would be agaiii 
liable to a return. ^ 

Although this practical remark has never 
failed me, I could not understand why, or 
in what manner, the greatness of the hae- 
morrhage proved so complete a security ; 
but now I can very satisfactorily explain it 

In such cases, the middle line, or union 
of the muscle on the lower part of the ure- 
thra, must have given way, and removed 
the pressure from the under part of the 
urethra. This opinion is supported by the 
readiness with which, on such occasions, the 
blood has found its way into the cavity of 
the bladder. 

It may be asked, whether the destruction 
of this portion of the muscle will not render 



4^€ QW THE aTJiyCT«HE, &c. 

the vener^I act, in the connexion between 
the sexes, incomplete, some of the semen 
escaping ba^k into the bladder ? The best 
answer to that question is, that those pat^ 
ents in whom such haemorrhages occurred, 
have not been deficient in any respect, and 
have had families immediately after their 
marriage ; and it is to be reijfiembered, that 
only the anterior edge of the muscle ia de« 
$troyed. It may, on the contrary, be at 
both edges only, leaving a narrow space 
between : tWs I have often met with. 
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CHAPTER m. 

THE POWER OF REMOVING SPASMS IN THE 
MUSCLES OF THE URETHRA, NOT COMMON 
TO CAUSTICS IN GENERAL ; BUT PECULIAR 
TO THE ARGENTUM NITRATUM. 

Wmv I first adopted the use Qf caustic, as 
an application for the removal' of stricture 
in the urethra, IclMmed to myself die dis- 
covery of its being capable of removing 
fijMsni. I was not at that time aware, that 
this property is peculiar to the argentum 
nkratum ; but imagined that all the differ- 
ent kinds of caustic were equally possessed 
of it 

But as there are other properties belong- 
ing to the argentum nitratum, which make 
it preferable to all the various caustics 
in use for this particular purpose, more 
especially its coagulating the part it de- 
stroys, I was not led to a consideration 
whether others were equally endowed with 
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the power of removing spasjm or not» which 
it is now found they do not possess. 

It is amusing to look back, at this dis- 
tance of time, upon the assertions that have 
been made upon this subject. Many Sur- 
geons, who wished to rival me in the pur- 
suit of fame and emolument, published 
accounts of the great advantages attending 
the use of the kali purum over the argentum 
nitratum, supporting the statements by in- 
dividual cases ; and now it appears, that 
the kali purum does not possess the pro- 
perty, upon the discovery of which alone, 
I put in my claim to any merit. 

I have lately made comparative experi- 
ments with the two substances, upon the 
same patient ; and find, that the use of the 
kali purum brings on spasm immediately 
after its apphcation : and from diffusing 
itself, by going into solution, produces 
inflammation to some extent along the 
urethra. 

The circumstance of its running into 
solution, made me always consider it as 
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impossible to apply it with any degree of 
accuracy, and therefore never made the 
attempt I could scarcely believe that those 
Surgeons who declared they had employed 
it, really did so; and I have now sufficient 
proof of the disadvantages that are met 
with, to know that such treatment could do 
the practitioners no credit ; and unless the 
throwing obloquy upon the use of caustic 
altogether was the object at which they 
aimed J could not be persevered in. 

My attention would probably never have 
been led to this subject, had it not been for a 
paper communicated to the Royal Society, 
by Mr. Hood, Surgeon in the Navy, upon the 
advantage derived from the .use of caustics 
made of the argentum nitratum, to take off 
the irregular spasmodic action in the nerves 
of paralytic limbs. He mentions, that he 
took the idea from its known effect on stric- 
tures in the urethra. The paper is not pub- 
lished in the Philosophical Transactions, it 
not appearing to be made out, that the effect 
of such treatment is permanei^it. 

VOL. III. E 
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I have tried it in the spasmodic contrac- 
tions of tiie leg, in consequence of disease 
in the knee joint, at St. George's Hospital ; 
the suddenness of the removal of the spasm 
was completely proved, and acknowledged 
by the patient; but the effect soon went off, 
not continuing longer than while the sore 
from the caustic remained open. 

I tried it in a case of paralysis, in which 
the speech was much affected. The caustic 
was applied directly behind the occiput. As 
soon as the eschar was formed, the patient's 
speech was evidently improved, and he had 
more the use of the arm: it must, however, 
be confessed, that the patient was before 
making daily progress in recovery, ahhough 
less rapidly. The paste, of which the caus- 
tic is made, must consist of one moiety of 
argentum nitratum. Jn these cases of stric- 
ture, in which it may be advisable to apply 
a caustic to the perin<eum, it will be an ad- 
vantage that it should be made of argen- 
tum nitratum. 

Some o( the directions laid down I 
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forifier volume, respecting the application 
of the caustic, I do not now strictly adhere 
ta 

1 riot only have no wish that the patient 
should make water immediately after the 
application, but would rather that it is re- 
tained some time. I rarely pass the bougie 
oftefter than every third day, and never 
when the pain from the last application has 
not entirely gone ofE 

I never continue any one application 
beyond the time the pain extends further 
than the spot to which the armed bougie 
Is applied. 

The following facts shew the degree to 
which thifi caustic takes off spaSm in the 
urethra, and make me desirous of having 
it tried in the tic douloureux. 

A patient of mine, who had a stricture 
removed by the caustic, from neglecting 
the occasional use of the bougie ; fifteen 
years after had an attack of strangury, for 
the removal of which I applied the armed 
bougie. He made water in half an hour 
with great freedom. 
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A gentleman, vvliosi complaint was great 
spasm and irritation in the urethra, had It 
mistaken for stricture, for which his Sur- 
geon made use of the caustic, which always 
relieved the present attack, although no 
progress appeared to be made in the cure. 
Under these circumstances, whenever the 
pain came on, the patient himself usecj the 
caustic; this gave so much relief, that he 
persevered in it for thirty or forty times, 
every time having the symptoms relieved: 
these returned, however, very soon after 
the caustic was discontinued. The gentle- 
man went into the country, carrying witli 
him a stock of bougies of the full size, 
armed with caustic ; and when a strangury 
or other distress came on, he passed one as 
far as it would go, and kept it applied above 
a minute. Under this treatment it is not to 
be wondered at, that in the course of a 
twelvemonth his bladder and urethra had 
acquired a state of disease which made him 
miserable. In this state he put himself un- 
der my care. Upon examining the canal, I 
could not get a bougie into the bladder, but 
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there was no impression upon the point at 
all like that from stricture. On passing a 
silver sound of a very large size, it went 
readily on to the bladder : I told him there 
was no stricture, and that I did not believe 
there ever had been one; I at the same 
time blamed exceedingly the practice he 
had so long pursued, as I had no doubt 
his present sufferings were the conse- 
quence of it, and therefore desired him 
by all means to leave it off. He said he 
could not resist catching at the momentary 
relief it afforded him, I then desired him 
to do it as seldom and as lightly as possible. 
In a few months he died, and I had an 
q)portunity of examining the parts. The 
urethra was of the natural size throughout 
its whole length; there were five rotmd 
holes completely through its coat, three at 
the bulb, and two in the membranous part; 
the internal surface of the urethra and 
bladder much inflamed and excoriated. In- 
flammation and ulceration had extended 
along the ureter to the kidney, the pelvis 
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and infundibula of which were in a state of 
ulceration. 

This case is reported in the second volume, 
p. 46, as an instance of irritation in the 
urethra, in consequence of inflammation pf 
the internal membrane of the bladder ; but 
I have thought it better to give the principal 
particulars, in illustration of the power of 
the argentum nitratum to take off spasni» 
in this place, than refer the reader beyond 
the present volume. 

As hemorrhage is one of the most alarm- 
ing symptoms the caustic produces, and as 
it is now fifteen years since the last edition 
of my first volume was published, it is 
right that I should repeat the declaration I 
there made, which is, that in no instance 
the effects have proved serious ; and that 
in every case in which it had been profuse, 
no return of the disease took place. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

STRICTURE IN CHILDHOOD PRODUCED BY 
CALCULUS IN THE URETHRA. 

Ifi' tft^ first volume upon stricfuresy I have 
adUaced one instance of a boy, at 6 years 
old, having calculus and stricture, in wHch 
there could be no doubt of the irrifatibn 
from the c^culus having produced the 
strictBre. The following case appears so 
deefdedlyof the same kind, that I have con- 
sidered it ias a valuable document upon this 
stibject, and deserving of being put upoff 
record: 

Case. 

JuB^s ^^d ^ years, after a slight illHeaS' 
bad a difficulty in making water, and passed 
a very small quantity at a time ; this went 
off in: about ten days; and in the course a£ 
niisr months he had three or four returns 
o£ the same complaint, the stream diinding. 
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and then scattering. Every return was 
more violent and of longer continuance ; at 
last these symptoms became constant. At 
the end of eleven weeks there was an en- 
deavour to make water six or seven times 
in an hour ; he made very little at a time ; 
had great pain and heat in the urethra ; 
but in other respects he continued well, if 
we except a degree of fever, and loss «£,, 
appetite. . i, 

I saw him Sept. loth, 1785. A very small 
bougie passed, with difficulty, through a. 
stricture in the membranous part of the 
urethra ; it gave little pain after it was in- 
troduced, and was allowed to remain a 
quarter of an hour. The impression of the 
stricture on the bougie was very deep. 
Next day it was passed again, when he 
made water better ; but this brought on a 
little fever, which prevented its being per- 
severed in for two or three days, and then 
went oft'; his urine came now in a conti- . 
nued stream, and he was much relieved. 
The bougie now passed more readily, and 
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the Stricture was much dilated; the passage, 
however, very soon became again con- 
tracted, and from want of proper assistance, 

the boy died in six months. 

. . . ' ■ 

Upon an examination of the body after 
death, the part at the stricture was found to* 
be tiarrower than the general canal ; and 
just before it there was a small sac, made 
by the .point of a bougie, in the side of the 
urethra^ but not going on to any extent. 
A small calculus lay behind the stricture, 
and the passage leading to the bladder was 
a good deal ^yider than common; the blad- 
der ijtself was very considerably thickened 
in its rcoarts. 

. ; Inrthts c^ey if the armed bougie had been 
usedy^beboy would have been immediately 
relieved, and in a very short time cured. 
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CHAPTER V. 

STR[CTURE BROUGHT ON BY PASSING SAND. 

The following case has so many pecuK- 
arities, and shews how slight an irritatioHv 
in some coirstitutions, brings on stricture, 
that I have not only thought it deserving 
of being published, but have gone so far as 
to give it a separate Chapter. 

A lad, 20 years of age, whose testicles 
had never reached the scrotum, nor the 
penis enlarged beyond its usual size at six 
years old, never had venereal passions, nor 
the slightest idea of having connexion, al- 
though he had, occasionally, erections; when 
17 years old, after having taken a journey of 
some hundred miles, was attacked with fre- 
quency in making water; the stone was 
suspected to be the cause of the symptoms ; 
this notion was strengthened by his father 
having had the stone. Upon being sounded, 
nostonewas found. The complaint, for three 
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years, was treated as an irritable bladder ; 
and the young man, having been told it was 
right to void his water whenever the incli- 
nation came on, got into the habit of doing 
so every haff hour. On examining the 
urethra, I found a stricture that had been 
bewght m by sand^in the course of h^ 
JQttm«y>, shook from the kidnieys, and lodg« 
log in th^ ur^hra» by no means; an uncooEir 
mKk Q^»^ of iriitation jn that, canal. Tlus 
stnctune was readily dilated by the use of 
the faoi^te« As the sand wao;aUowed a very 
ready passage front the Uddder wheaevev 
it wiasL occasionally formed^ there was no 
reftSQOi to.eipect any letum of the con-> 
traction. 

Ha^ the urethra, acquired the usu^l^ze 
tp viUckf it attains after pubecty^ them^ iSi 
Tjfm^n tq b^Ueve thal^. no stricture ^^ould; 
ha;T9^^taki^ plaoe. 
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STRICTURES AT THE ORIFICE OF THE PRE- 
.,PUCE, AND ALSO AT THE ORIFICE OF THE 
.URETHRA. 

It sometimes happens, although by no ' 
means frequently, that the aperture in the •, 
prepuce, at others, that the very orifice of i 
the canal of the urethra, shall contract, andi 
form a stricture. The symptoms in both' 
of these cases are so different from those 
of other strictures, and the consequences so; 
much unlike what were to be expected, that: 
I have taken up such cases as a separate 
subject. 

From other strictures we see what are 
the disadvantages of narrowing the canal;' 
but from these we become acquainted with 
the mischief produced by too great a dila- 
tation of it, and learn, how very improper it 
is to make use of bougies that are larger 
than the natural easy dimensions of the 
urethra. 
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I shall state two cases, one of each kind, 
the only ones that have come under my 
observation. Such, indeed, were the errors 
in my mode of treatment, from not being 
aware of what was to happen, that I am 
anxious to point out to others a more judi- 
cious practice. 

Case of Stricture in the Orifice of 

THE Prepuce. 

A gentleman, 30 years of age, consulted 
me on account of a difficulty in making wa- 
ter, attended with great pain, exertion, and 
tumefaction of the part, before the water 
could be made to flow. The symptoms 
had come on gradually, and at last had 
encreased to such a degree, that life was 
become a burthen to him. Upon examin- 
ing the prepuce, a large cavity was formed 
between it and the glans penis, the parietes 
of which were extremely thin, and at the 
anterior part there was no apparent orifice ; 
but upon a closer observation it was de* 
tected : it had become exceedingly small, 
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and the prepuce, in the act of being stretch- 
ed, had had the inner and outer folds pulled 
over one another, so as to form a valve of 
some breadth ; and no water could pass till 
the cavity of the prepuce had been stretched 
to the utmost, and the sides of the aperture 
forced open; even then the urine only 
passed in drops. With difficulty I intro- 
duced the point of a small probe, not much 
larger than a hog's bristle, into the space 
between the two membranes, in a horizontal 
line ; having done this, I had no difficulty 
in enlarging the aperture with a knife ; as 
soon as this was done, the prepuce emptied 
itself, and became flaccid. Before the ope- 
ration, at the time the urgency to pass water 
\vas the greatest, the prepuce was distended 
to the size of an orange: the prepuce im- 
mediately upon the distending force being 
removed, contracted ; and such had been 
the degree of dilatation of the urethra 
and neck of the bladder, that the water 
ran constantly out, there being no power 
to retain it. For three or four days this 
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was the case ; and.as the neck of the blad-* 
der gradually recovered its power of clos- 
ing its own orifice, I naturally concluded 
that all the other parts would equally get 
well. I was however at that time unac- 
quainted with the structure of that canal, 
and therefore unprepared for what was 
to take place. All the different portions of 
the longitudinal muscular fibres, by which 
the urethra is surrounded, having been 
pressed upon to an unusual degree, were, 
upofi the removal of this pressure, thrown 
into a state of great irregularity of action, 
and contracted irregularly in proportion 
to their irritability ; so that the urethra 
became a series of spasmodic strictures. 
TIhs patient, a$ soon as he was able to re- 
tain his water, left town, and I never after- 
wards had an opportunity of becoming ac- 

« 

quainted with his subsequent inconveniences 
or distresses ; but can now judge of them 
by the symptoms that took place in the fol- 
lowing case ; and the symptoms that are 
usually product' by the use of bougies of 
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too large a size, which I have had too many 
opportunities of seeing ; but this knowledge 
has been acquired since this case was under 
my charge. 

Case of Stricture at the Orifice of the 

Urethra. 

A gentleman, 40 years of age, who had 
suffered exceedingly from a difficulty in 
making water, was recommended to my 
care, on account of that complaint. I found, 
upon examination, what was very unusual; 
the orifice of the urethra itself was so con-< 

r 

tracted, that I was unable to pass any in- 
strument, but an uncommonly small sized 
probe, through it. I had no hesitation in 
telling him that no other stricture existed ; 
for if there had, the orifice could not have 
contracted in so great a degree. When 
he made water, the glans penis had its vo- 
lume much enlarged, and the urine dribbled 
out at the orifice, as in the last case, 
through an oblique aperture. I applied the 
caustic to the orifice ; and a greater number 



of^ApflUlfations wdpe'pequiFed to enlarge it^ 
thiir L could have been aMnare qf^ As aooa 
asii^d^a^rture wat rendered tolerably free, 
and the resistance taken ofF from the bladv 
dinv ^ &i!st its co^ts acted with so much 
violenee, or more properly:, the obstruotfon 
beinjg iiembved, the fornier action produced 
se much greater ate effect, that he was un- 
aUe to move without the urine coming 
away upon ' the least exertion • For the first 
thiE<ee ^yisi this i^biptom was quite dis** 
tressiA^^and made it necessary for him to 
lie dhtit^ly ii^ bed. From the same igno^ 
rao^e/ which I have mentioned in the treat-i 
ment of the former case, I had conceived 
that a bougie two inches long, would be 
^ diat was required ; and actually supplied 
him with those of that description. He 
^ent pn very well for some time, and 
thought himself cured; but his urethra, 
which had beep rencjiered very irritable by 
the over distension it had undergone, conr. 
tracted to such a degree near the neck of 
the bladder, as to bring on strangury and 
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Spasms, These attacks came on without 
the least apparent cause ; and what was 
somewhat extraordinary, no instrument 
could be passed into the bladder. 

These symptoms were probably produced 
by the action of the suspensor urethree of 
Mr. Wilson, noticed in the second Chapter. 

Under these circumstances he returned 
to town ; and nothing could equal my asto- 
nishment at the change which had taken 
place. The case now was one of an irri- 
table urethra of the worst kind, for no 
bougie whatever would pass into the blad- 
der ; every attempt I made with the bougie 
or caustic, brought on inflammation. I 
used the opiate suppository to allay irrita- 
tion, and it gave so much relief, that I sent 
him back into the country under this treat- 
ment, his private affairs not allowing him 
to remain a longer time absent from his 
family. November 17th, 1811, 1 received 
from him the following letter. 
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SlK, 



^ As I cannot, with any degree of conve- 
nfence, leave home at present, it would be 
^a great satisfaction to me to receive a few 
lines from you, stating the treatment I had 
better adopt in my present state of stric- 
ture, from wliich I have suffered very con- 
siderably since you dismissed me from your 
caife, last May twelvemonth. When I lefi 
t6wn,*you dei^red me to use a suppository, 
to carry off an inflammation that, from the 
use of the bougie, had arisen in the passage: 
tins I persisted in for some months, accord- 
ing to your direction ; but as the supposi- 
tory, at length, almost constantly brought 
on the piles, and I found an entire ^Stoppage 
of my urine, I desisted ; and was obliged to 
have recourse to medical assistance in the 
country, my avocations hot permitting me 
to return to town. My medical attendant, 
by perseverance, perforated the stricture 
about half way down the passage, with a 
moderate sized bougie : close beyond this, 



68 



STRICTURES AT THE ORIF[CE OF 



nearer the bladder, is, according to my own 
idea, the callosity formed by the wound I 
received when under another Surgeon, 
many years before I came to you. Having 
stated this to my Surgeon, he feared the use 
of the caustic to enlarge this stricture, on 
account of this hardness ; he therefore 
pushed on with a small bougie; and there 
is another stricture close at the neck of the 
bladder, out of the reach of caustic, unless 
this first stricture is extended. I want 
therefore to know, whether the caustic 
to this Brst stricture could be used with 
safety; and from the symptoms I am 
about to explain, what I must do to obtain 
relief. 

" In the night, when I lie on my side and 
make my water, it comes from me verj 
clear ; but immediately on my rising up it 
is as white as milk, and so thick it will 
scarcely pass off. For about three weeks 
past, my water has sometimes flowed from 
me involuntarily for an hour together ; and 
in the night I am awoke almost every half 
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hour with this very unpleasant sensstioD. 
I have tried all kinds of beverage^ and one 
t0 me is the same as another ; my general 
quantum is about a pint of good cyder^ or 
fresh beer, and four glasses of wine : for 
some time I tried toast and water, but I be- 
came so low, and my appetite so bad, I was 
obhged to give it up. Indeed my appetite 
is still very bad, and my spirits (with no- 
thing to trouble me ) not good. I hope and 
intend in the spring, if possible, to be in 
London; in the mean time, you will greatly 
oblige by a reply. 

** In your very extensive practice, I make 
no doubt but you must have forgotten my 
stating to you, that mariy years ago, (18 or 
to) I was under a country Surgeon, and 
that my water forced its way through un- 
derneath, and that he made an external 
wound to cure the internal/* 

This gentleman receiving no benefit, re- 
# turned to me in the summer 1812. At that 



70 STRICTURES, &C 

time, such was the extent of the disease in 
the urethra^ that I was unable to afSxd 
him any permanent relief ; and in the fed* 
lowing year I heard of his death* 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SPASMODIC STRICTURES, THAT BLED WHEN 
THE CATHETER CAME IN CONTACT WITH 
THEM. BUT NOT WHEN THE CAUSTIC WAS 
APPLIED. 

This ciase is the only one of the kind I 
ever met with ; nor can it be explained, but 
by considering the urethra so vascular and 
irritable, as to bleed when the slightest 
pressure was made by the end of the cathe- 
ter in any part of the canal ; but when the 
lunar caustic was applied to the same parts, 
the properties of the argentum nitratum are 
such as to coagulate the surface it came in 
contact with, and take off the disposition 
for hemorrhage. 

The history of this case will remove any 
alarm from the mind of the Surgeon, who 
has similar ones to encounter. 



7« STRI0TURE5 THAT BLED WHEN 



Case. 

A gentleman, when only 15 years of 
age, contracted a goriofrlioeia, which got 
well in seven days, without the ujse of in- 
jection. When 25, he had a second gonor- 
rhoea, for which injecrions were ^^mployed ; 

the complaint lasted five weeks. When 33, 

*^ . • ., i ?\ 

which was in January 1815, he first had a 
stoppage of water ; a bougie of a. moderate 
size passed into thelbladder, but the reten- 
tion continued for three days; in which 
time the catheter had been twice attempted, 
and the warm bath and fomentations re- 
peatedly used : the catheter passed on the 
tliird attempt. He continued well from the 

17th of January to the 5th of August, when 
a retention took place, The catheter was 
iiseq, but stopped in the passage : the warm 
oath artd fomentations were in vain resorted 
to ; but on the 6th, the catheter passed and 
procured relief. He. continued free from 
suppressfOn till November 12, 1816; the 
catheter could not be passed ; he was then 
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bled^ and used the warm bath» but without 
relief: on the 15th the catheter wad suo^ 
cessfully used. He continued to make 
water till the 5th of August, 1817* The 
catheter was attempted, but stopped at the 
same place as formerly, and the parts bled 
so freely that two pmts of blood were lost. 
This alarmed the Surgeon, who resorted to 
the warm bath. He then took blood from 
the arm at three different times. On the 
13th, the catheter was again attempted and 
went into the bladder, producing a gush of 
blood, and drew off two quarts of urine. 

Alarmed at his situation, he came to 
London, and put himself under my care on 
the 24th of December. From that time to 
January 26th, the caustic bougie was used 
every other day ; and in fifteen applications 
removed three strictures, which had been 
formed in the urethra. It was the first 
of these at which the catheter usually 
stopped ; and when that gave way to the 
caustic, there was a great gush of blood 
upon the bougie passing ; but it went into 
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the bladder. When the second stricture 
was destroyed, there was a slight haemor- 
rhage ; but when the third gave way, there 
was no bleeding whatever* 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

STRICTURE PRODUCING A COMMUNICATION 
BETWEEN THE BLADDER AND CGBCVM. 

The following case shews how much re* 
lief may be given, even when the stricture 
has produced consequences that caimot be 
remedied, and which of themselves con- 
stitute a disease beyond the reach of re« 
covery. 

It is drawn up by the patient, and the 
detail is so clear, that I shall give it in his 
own words. 

Case. 

John Hill, aged 46 years, of a spare habit, 
subject from puberty to chronic rheumatism, 
chiefly affecting the lumbar vertebrae and 
the extensor muscles of the right thigh, 
frequently attended by a considerable dis« 
charge of transparent mucus from the 
urethra after passing urine, especially when 
costive, with a degree of uneasiness over 
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the pubis and of the abdominal muscles 

upon emptying of the bladder, discharging 

urine with more ease with the body bent a 

little forward, or when lying in bed on the 

right side, sometimes much distressed by 

an obtuse pain in the region of the kidneys, 

with swellings and pain of the left testicle 

—was attacked in November, ivSoi, when 

stooping to take off his spurs, with a spasm 

or muscular contraction in the right side 

of the abdomen, about midway between the 

spine of the ilium and the pubis, nearly in 

a direction with the ureter, but crossing it 

a little near the jlium, apparently about two 

inches in length, and a quarter of an inch 

in diameter. By gentle pressure for a few 

. minutes the spasm relaxed, and he became; 

! able to stand erect — a tenderness, with pain 

and heat remaining. He took a few grains 

of calomel with rhubarb, and applied an 

_ jMiodyne liniment ; in the course of three or, 

[/pur days felt a return of pain, with rigor?,, 

I^kness, tenesmus, and frequent and 

/ul inclination to make urine : had recoun 
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to.ji^eneral and local bleedings, blisters, 
wurm baching, anodyne injections, &a; was 
mucb relieved, and resumed his profession 
in three weeks. Blood highly inflamed^ 
and a troublesome carbuncle ap[>eared aftar 
the heatings of the blisters. Had a second 
sfdi^iire in August, iSoa : discovered a deep 
s«tfed tumour underneath the part formerly 
aSected with spasm : received some relief 
ficboa the usual mode of treatment. Found 
himself much worse in May, 1803 ; came to 
LojQfdoq, imd consulted one Surgeon, who 
ynaof opinion that the right kidney was 
removed, or had descended from its natiicai 
^atkxi into the pelvis. On the following 
day consulted a Physician, whose ideas of 
the case diiFering in toto from the <Aher, in- 
duced him to take a third opinion; and .saw 
another Surgeon on the same day, who was 
iacUned to consider it as an affection of the 
coecum only ; but learning that the faeces 
were natural, and ejected regularly without 
pain, he coincided in every respect with 
that of the Physician ; supposing it to be a 
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chronic inflammation of the muscles, with a 
deep seated tumour upon the peritonseum 
itself; recommended an immediate drain, 
by seton or issue, blisters, mercurials ex- 
ternally and internally, cicuta, &c. -.—re- 
turned into the country, and rigidly fol-- 
lowed their advice. Finding that his general 
health was declining, and that air and faeces 
were repeatedly passing by the urethra from 
the intestine, determined to be sounded; 
found it impossible to convey any instru- 
ment into the bladder, either elastic or non- 
elastic. He came to London in April 1804, 
and placed himself under ray care." 

At this time he suffered great pain in his 
right side, both at the time of going to stool 
and making water ; and a part of the ex- 
crement came away by the penis. Upon 
examining the urethra there was a stricture, 
and in removing it, twenty applications of 
the caustic were made. The straining went 
off; the pain in making water diminished ; 
and no longer did any of the contents of 
the bowels pass by the urethra. In this 
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amended state he went into the country; 
but the symptoms in the bowels increased, 
and carried him off. 

APPEARANCES MET WITH AFTER DEATH. , 

The integuments and muscles in the 
right iliac region were of a livid colour. 

In the same region was a tumour, very per- 

» 

ceptible both to the sight and touch. 

On opening the body, this tumour was 
found to consist in a diseased dilatation and 
enlargement of the whole of the coecum, 
and a considerable portion of the colon. 
These parts firmly and extensively adhered 
to the surrounding muscles. There was 
a small psoas abscess, containing foetid 
matter. 

The psoas, iliacus intemus, and qua- 
dratus muscles were, to a considerable 
extent, in a state of gangrene. 

The whole fundus of the bladder was 
likewise in an inflamed and indurated state, 
.and closely adhered to the intestines above 
ipentioned; so that they seemed to form 
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one continued mass. There was a com- 
munication between the bladder and the 
colon, by an aperture of the size of a goose 
quill, and the appearance of another, that 
had formerly existed, immediately conti- 
guous. 

The peritoneal, muscular, and internal 
coats of the bladder and diseased intestines, 
when cut into, were very hard, or slightly, 
cartilaginous or grisly, so that every vestige 
of the natural structure was lost. j 

The kidneys, spleen, and liver, were per-. 
fectly sound and natural, except some ad- 
hesions of the inferior part of the right lobe 
of the latter to the spurious ribs. > 

From the above account of the appear- 
ances after death, which I was favoured with 
from the Surgeon who made the examina- 
tion, I am induced to believe that the stric- 
ture was the original malady; the diseased 
state of the coats of the bladder and of the 
coecum having been consequent to it. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

SHORTNESS OF THE FRiENUM KEEPING UP 
ALL THE SYMPTOMS OF STRICTURE IN THE 
URETHRA. 

The following case is the only one cSf the 

kind that has come under my observation. 
That cases of this sort are not unfrequent^ 

I have no doubt, but the cause has hitherto 
be^ .overlooked. 

A gentleman^ who had strictures in the 
urethra, which were removed under my 
care by caustic, finding the symptoms he 
laboured under did not go off, was induced 
to apply to another Surgeon, for fur* 
ther relief ; and it was recommended to 
him to go through a course of metallic 
bougies, as it is termed. After having done 
so, wearing them for hours together, he 
found himself worse than before, and the 
whole canal in a state of spasm. Under 
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these circumstances he returned to me: 
he said, the pain in having connexion was 
very severe ; that he had nocturnal emis- 
sions ; and the sHghtest causes brought on 
irritation. 

Upon examining the urethra, there was 
a sufficient degree of stricture to induce 
the belief of the symptoms being kept up 
by it ; but when this was removed by tii4' 
caustic, nothing appeared to be gained. 
Things were in this state, when he men^ 
tioned to me, that he believed the fraenum 
in him was particularly short, but he had 
never thought of mentioning it to any me, 
dical person ; but wished to know from me 
if it were possible that his present sufferings 
could, in any degree, arise from that cause. 
Upon examining the frasnum, I said that 
they certainly might ; for in the state of 
erection, the glans penis must be so dou- 
bled down as to keep the whole canal in a 
state of restraint, and even stop up entirely 
the orifice of the urethi"a ; that it was highly 
proper to have the frienum divided, and 
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diere was little doubt of its removing the 
whole of his distresses. 

The operatioiEi \ffLs performed^ and in the 
course of a month all his symptoms were 
removed ; and he has ever since continued" 
fi^e from complaint in these parts. 
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CHAPTER X. 



• cases of stricture, in which the 
gress of the cure was uncommonly 
tedious, and attended with unusual 
difficulty; but which, by persever- 
ance, ULTIMATELY GOT WELL. 

The histories contained in this Chapter, 
are proofs of perseverance on the part of ' 
the Surgeon, and confidence on that of the 
patients, rarely to be met with, and highly 
creditable to the mode of treatment ; since 
a conviction of its efficacy could alone have 
induced the one to go on, and the others to 
submit. 

Every one of the individuals whose cases 
are detailed, except the first and third, I 
know to be, at the present time, free from 
complaint, or remains of stricture ; the 
other two I have lost sight of, but have 
no reason to doubt of their being equally 
well. 
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a case op stricture, which got well 
after the use of caustic, at different 
times, for eight years. 

'' Sir, 

^< You expressed a wish that I should try 
to recollect all the drcumstances of my case 
of stricture, which are, as well as my memory 
will serve, nearly as follows : and I shall 
be happy if you can collect any thing there^ 
from, that may afford that relief to. a fellow 
sufferer, which I have experienced from 
your care. 

' <' The original stricture must have been 
formed at a very early period in my life ; 
but whether from a fall which I got, or 
ftom my natural habit, I am unable to de- 
termine. In the year 1789, 1 was directed 
by a Surgeon to wear a bougie constantly, 
which I did for several months ; from this 
I infer the stricture was then of some 
standing. The first visible symptom I re- 
marked, was about the year 1790, when 



86 



DIFFICULT CASES OF STRICTURE ' 



my urinary stream was much diminished ; 
and upon having occasion to make water, 
if I did not do it instantly, it came away 
involuntarily. In the year 1793 I had a 
fall from a horse, which shattered all my 
teeth, and brought on (for the first time) 
a complete stoppage, which was nearly 
fatal ; at this time the smallest instrument 
could not be introduced into the bladder. 
From this period, whenever I thought I had 
done making water, a small quantity would' 
afterwards come away involuntarily. 

" In the year 1 794.-5, a Violent gleet came 
on, which obliged me to change my linen 
twice or thrice a day : for the cure of this 
I was recommended the use of various in- 
jections, but they all proved of no effect. 
This discharge, however, suddenly ceased 
in the West Indies. 

"In tyg6, being appointed to command 
a sloop of war, I began to find my com- 
plaints increase rapidly. Every time the 
mind was called into energy, spasms and a 
stoppage succeeded, with such a. coostaift 
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infiliiMitiQn to intk« water, that I €ouId hKY«» 
but V0ry little rert at niglit ; even whfn I 
was tolerably well» being obliged to get up 
far that purpose twfinty or thirty time^^ 
t]|e urine always coming away in vwy sioall 
quaqitities : and I have often reflected on 
tM9 cifouoistanoe with surprise, that nature 
cDttU} be supported with so little sleep. 

^^fn i797> my mind being kept in a con- 
thittal streich of exertion for nearly fiVe 
days (the ship being in a state of grreat 
danger) ; at the end of tlus time (all dan- 
ger having ceased), I was seized with stop* 
|Mge, which continued three day^, and 
nearly proved ^atal. I was at last relieved 
by large doses of laudanum. 

'^From this 4ime, till the latter end of the 
year 179$. my complaint gradually became 
worse, insomuch that life became indif-^ 
ferent, or rather a burthen to me; my urine 
coming involuntarily and .only in drops, 
frequent spasms, stoppages, pain in ray 
back and loins, much straining, which 
brought on the pies; and added to all 
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which, from being obliged to strain so 
much, I almost always voided by stool when 
I attempted to make water. 

" In December, 1799, 1 first came under 
your care, and continued so till ray ship 
was ready for sea, in the month of April 
following ; during which time you got 
through two of the strictures, the original 
cause of them still remaining. However, 
I was relieved from the spasms, and pain 
in the loins, and could retain ray water, 
which I made in tolerable quantity at a 
time. 

" Upon the peace my ship was paid off, 
and I found so little inconvenience, that I 
did not think it necessary to return to your 
care ; but about twelve months since I 
found my stream of urine diminish, the 
pains in my back and loins also returned, 
with other of my former symptoms. In 
the latter end of last June I again put my- 
self under your care : my cure was not 
effected till the end of December, a passage 
being then, for the first time, free to the 
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bladder. I conceive I must originally have 
had four strictures ; two of which you re- 
moved when first I was under your care, 
and two, which you have removed on the 
present occasion. From a life of misery, 
I now feel myself happy ; and shall ever 
gratefully acknowledge that I am indebted 
to you for this felicity. 

•* I remain, dear Sir," &c. 



4th January, 1806. 



A CASE OF STRICTURE REQUIRING NINE 
YEARS FOR THE CURE. 

A. B., at the age of 16, in 1797 con- 
tracted a gonorrhoea; the symptoms — co- 
pious discharge, severe pain in making 
water/ swellings in the groins, pain in 
erection^ and considerable chordee. About 
fourteen days after the appearance of the 
symptoms an ipjection was used, which 
gave excessive pain, and inflamed the parts 
so much, that even water when thrown up 
was distressing. The symptoms gradually 
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abated, but the discharge never went en- 
tirely away. There was no apparent dimi-^ 
nution in the stream of urine; but when 
so years old, a total suppression came 
on, which first gave the alarm of stricture. 
Upon attempting to pass a bougie, it could 
only be passed an inch, and the pain it gave 
was very severe ; the common bougie was 
in vain tried ; the use of the caustic gave 
great pain, but the patient was convinced 
that no other mode could be used : it could 
only be repeated once in ten or fourteen 
days. The first stricture was half an inch 
from the orifice, and the common bougie 
passing through it brought on the pain ; 
this gave way to two or three applications: 
but another was met with at an inch, the 
removal of which was attended with equal 
distress. 

He went to Oxford to keep his terms, 
and was advised to pass the common bou- 
gie down to the third stricture, about two 
inches and a half in ; but the pain was so 
great he could not do it. His general health 



WW tnudi impaired ( every exf)fl^ur« to 
cold broHght on ague or f^vear, without the 
chilly fit: he was very liable at these 
times to suppression of urine. Under 
these disadvantages the process of the cure 
was carried on, interrupted however for 
three, four, or more months, when he 
wiB Well enough to admit of it ; but it was 
obiierved, that when once a stricture* h^ 
been removed, even where no bougie was 
passed for many months, there was not ths 
smallest disposition to return* 

The number of strictures were sevens 
and the cure was protracted partly by th^ 
irritability orf the p^rts, and partly4>y the 
patient's inattention. But in the year 1 807, 
at the end of nine years, they were com- 
pletely removed ; and th« urethra, lost the 
irritabiUty which it all along pojsse&sed iq so 
peculiar a degree^ that tl^e passing a com- 
mon bougie, as far as it could be done with- 
out any resistance, always gave great pain. 
The patient recovered his health ; excesses 
with women or wine had no Qffiact on the 
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parts. It is now fourteen years ago ; he is 
40 years old, and has had no return. 



CASE OF STRICTURE, WITHOUT ANY PREVIOUS 
DISEASE, AFTER CONTINUING TWENTY- 
THREE YEARS, CURED BY CAUSTIC. 

~ A native of Georgia, in the United States 
of America, about 34 years of age. 

" To 12 years old very sickly with the 
diorders of the climate, bilious fever, and 
fever and ague. About 11 years of age at- 
tacked by a most violent scalding and pain 
at passing urine, attended with a copious 
discharge of matter like a virulent gonor- 
rhoea, sometimes accompanied with blood, 
the urine generally bloody. 

" Left America at 12 years old, and 
remained six years in Great Britain, then 
returned to Georgia ; during this time the 
discharge was like semen, and the scalding 
not very severe, though seldom entirely 
without it, 

" Immediately after returning to Georgia 
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contracted a simple clap. Applied as soon 
as it appeared to a Physician ; used tlie com- 
mon remedies; the discharge immense, of- 
ten bloody; found it very obstinate, though 
carefully attended to : took mercury. This 
was in the spring. When the winter set 
in the discharge lessened, almost ceased ; — 
the Doctor pronounced a cure. The next 
spring had occasion to ride on horseback 
one hundred and fifty miles up the country; 
brought on the discharge as violent as ever. 
AppUed to another Physician, who declared 
it a return of the clap, which had not been 
cured ; sure of no new infection ; the scald- 
ing dreadfully severe : used the common re- 
medies; and towards theclose of a long sum- 
mer took a great deal of mercury, and then 
balsam of capivi, when the discharge again 
ceased, and a cure was again pronounced. 
That winter, returned to the lower part of 
the country again; and two or three times 
the discharge returning, a return of an ill- 
cured clap was declared the cause, and the 
.usual remedies in such cases applied, — 
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generally mercury, though not a great 
deal. 

" Late in the year 1796, had a stoppage 
of urine for the first time ; could not intro- 
duce a bougie ; tried other things, but lau- 
danum only was effectual, after suffering 
for seventeen hours. In the course of a 
few months had two more attacks, of shorter 
duration ; the discharge always continuing, 
most in warm weather ; the scalding some- 
times more severe than at others, but never 
quite without it. The Doctors thought my 
complaint to be gravel : drank large quan'- 
tities of lime water for several years, though 
not regularly. 

•' In 1 798 went to France, got a pox ; 
attended very strictly to the cure, under an 
able Physician, which was effected in little 
more than two months. Then went to Lon- 
don, and contracted a clap ; this ended in a 
swelled testicle, on my return to America 
in 1799. This year less disdiarge than 
usual. In 1800 married, and have now 
sevieral remarkably healthy children. 
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/^iSoise iSoo^sevenl tiikies stoppage of 
urine; nev^ oould introduce a aound or 
boogies have taken a t^riety of ntedicines, 
at 'iieBilock ^ls» uVa urai, antimony piilfi^ 
&IL &a; the scalding sometimes excaud- 
ating, the discharge latteriy immense. The 
Physician, who has attended me for four 
years, thinks the prostate gland affected. 
My constitution, from the age of 12, always 
good imtii 30 ; then had a violent fever of 
the ditnkte, which had nearly carried me 
off; copiOQs bleedings and salivation saved 
mf 4ife : since then have been sickly and 
wedc. Have occanonaUy used the odd 
baA, but £nd it generally brings on an 
^^px; alwayiE fmd relief from change of 
cMmate. The urine passes in a ^rnall stream 
and slowi often attended with pain in the 
SHedc of the bladder; and frequently after 
fdissiiig it, a transparent substance, like a 
JiHitp of t;alf 's foot jelly, sometimes tinged 
with blood, come$ away." 

This gentleman put himself under my 
trarls in, tSife yebr i8d6, ahd all his ^ttiptowis 
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appeared to be the consequence of stricture 
in the urethra. Two strictures were met 
with, and these yielded to ten applications 
of the armed bougie. He had two severe 
attacks of ague, one upon each of the 
strictures giving way. 

^' 

CASE OF STRICTURE, THE CURE OF WHICH, 
THROUGH THE IMPRUDEKCE OF THE PA- 
TIENT, WAS PROTRACTED FOR TWENTY- 
FOUR YEARS, AND YET GOT WELL. 

B. C, at the age of 15, in the year 1783, 
had contracted gonorrhcea, when a mid- 
shipman in the navy, which got well in a 
few weeks. When 18, had a second, which 
was removed by a vitriolic injection. At 
19, had a third ; and between that time and 
his being 23, was never without gonorrhcea 
or gleet. About this time he did not make 
water freely, and a bougie was passed, 
which met with a stricture in ihe mem- 
branous part of the urethra ; the bougie 
was forced through it, and the parts bled 
considerably ; soon after he rode six miles. 
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He passed the Jbougie occasionally for a f<?w 
weeks, then went to sea for four years; 
dtamg that perbd irregularly passing .th? 
boipgie^ i: At the end of that tipie came to 
London^ and Was under a person who 
deals in bougies, who msfde him wear 
them sometimes all night :. this, however, 
left him no better, the parts having become 
more irritable. When »7, went to sea 
again, and was obliged to pas$ a bougie 
frequently to get away the water: got a 
g(H)orrhcea, which rather relieved the diffi-- 
culty of making water. Went, to Harrowr 
gate,, but without benefit. 

In the year 179$, when a8, put himself 
under my care, and continued so , for two 
years, leaving me. for several months at a 
time; at the end of that time.I got a fuU 
sized catheter into the bladder. He was to 
allow the parts to recover themselves, and 
to^ see me in three weeks; but he made 
water so well that he did not return. He 
went to York, got a gonorrhoea, which was 
cured fay injection ; this brought back the 

VOL. III. H 
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symptoms, and made him return to me: it 
was necessary again to recur to the caustic, 
the last stricture having never been quite 
removed. In a few weeks I again got into 
the bladder, and my patient disappeared. 
Whengijhad gonorrhceas and swelled tes- 
ticles, living a very irregular life. When 
33, he married, and occasionally passed a 
bougie for a year, but upon finding diffi- 
culty left it off. 

When 43, while shooting on a cold frosty 
day, was obliged, from a sudden attack in 
his bowels, to expose these parts to the 
weather ; he was immediately seized with a 
pain in the bladder. He was five months 
confined under his Surgeon without benefit, 
except the pain being allayed by laudanum ; 
but this did not remove the eternal desire to 
make water. 

In June, 181a, he came again under my 
care. Upon the first examination, to the 
patient's surprize as well as my own, a small 
bougie went into the bladder ; upon apply- 
ing the caustic to the contraction at five 
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indite jmd a half , in a faw iweelui hs imKte 
wiier ireely^ and all liis distresses 4inu<^ 
itidh^d: he could lie « nine hours without 
xufldng water: . i npw ^t ta the olfi ia^ 
dunt^^strictur^; and after the use of the 
cai^dcKthmugh the whole of a very severe 
wibtec, with very little progress^ J was in- 
duced ta try a small .catheter^ with which I 
gcxt^ after some tdifficulty^ into the bladder^ 
and endeavxaured gradually to encrease lis 
ft2e;j.this practice brought on constitutional 
said local irritation, so that it became neci^s^ 
sarjii to desist. The patient went to the 
sea fide, making water every two hours, 
and in a^ very indijpferent state of heaiUi. In 
the summer, 1813, returned to me, when 
I advised leaving the parts to themselves, 
and to wait the event. 

At the end of three years a tumour began 
to form in the groin, and it was found that 
apart )of the urine insinuated itself into it ; 
this enlarged, and at last burst, discharging 
urine and matter; sinuses formed in all 
directions, and the priricipal portion of the 
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urine escaped through the different orifices 
that burst externally ; two of these were 
anterior near the rapha of the scrotum, and 
two posterior in the perinaeum. In this 
state he applied to Mr. Hay, of Leeds, who 
attempted in vain lo pass a small bougie. 
Under these distressing circumstances he 
continued in the country ; the bladder in a 
state of great irritability, and less and less 
of the water coming by the natural passage. 

On the i6'th February, 1817, the patient 
again put himself under my care. The 
caustic was applied every second, third, or 
fourth day, till the 25th ; after this the plain 
bougie was passed on the 3d of March, and 
on the 8th went into the bladder ; this was 
repeated every other day till the 16th, when 
a catheter was passed without a stilet, and 
drew off the water. On the 24th and 28tii 
the bougie was passed into the bladder. 

As tiie parts were so much thickened 
about the scrotum, I ordered four gr. blue 
pill every night. May 8th, passed a bou- 
gie into the bladder every second or third 
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day till June nth. Left off the blue pilL 
'A larger bougie not passing, resumed the 
caustic, every third day till the 25th9 when 
the plain bougie passed further; and on 
July 4th a larger bougie went into the 
bladder; this was repeated on the 7th. 
From this time till the 4th of August was able 
to pass a moderate sized bougie, but not the 
flexible gum catheter, with or without astilet, 
larger or smaller, although many trials were 
made, shewing the hrritability of the parts. 
' August 7th, passed the smallest sized 
drtheter, and retained it in the bladder ; on 
tbe 9th, withdrew it to pass a larger; but 
failed even in passing the same, although a 
fair sized bougie passed. He had the piles, 
which probably was the cause of the catheter 
not passing. 

At this time I went into the country, and 
during my absence he went on with the 
occasional use of the bougie, under Mr. 
Gatcombe, who acted for me. 

On my return to London, on the 25th of 
October, 1817, he again put himself under 
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my care. A moderate sized bougie passed 
about four inches ; a smaller went on and 
came out at the fistula in perinao. This 
was followed by a small flexible gum ca- 
theter, upon a curved stilet, which went 
into the bladder, and was retained there till 
the 30th, when it was replaced by a larger: 
this was attended with difficulty, and gave 
much pain. Nov, 6th, the same change 
was made with less distress to the patient. 
Nov. nth, 18th, 28th, Dec. 10th. — Each 
of these days the catheter was replaced by 
a larger, without pain. On the 24,th the 
catheter was withdrawn ; but next day the 
urine got into the sinuses, creating irritation, 
making it necessary, the day after, to pass 
a catheter of a much smaller size, as the one 
in use could not be passed. 

1818, January 1st, 14th, sgth, changed 
the catheter, but did not increase the size 
nearly so much, not finding it of any be- 
nefit. Feb. 14th, changed the catheter by 
introducing one without a stilet for the first 
time, all former attempts having failed. 
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Mivph.tftb,. changed die catheter for one 
]aiger without the stilet, and on the ifith 
inithdrew it entirdy. The catheter^ during 
tfae$e periods, was kept in the ureithra by 
Vieians of the elastic retainer applied round 
the. body of the penis, described in the se-^ 
oond VQlume on the prostate gland, a|id 
90ld by Mr, Wiesse, Surgeon's Instrument 
Maker, in the Strand. 

. . Went on passing a catheter, and with^ 
dftiwing it every other day^ till the gd of 
Ajgrnli a bougie of a soft kind was then 
tried^ but failed, although the catheter was 
afterwards readily passed From this time, 
every other day passed a small bougie, but 
QOtild not increase its size ; some triple 
jAosphates being voided, induced me to re- 
iiOmmend the use of lemonade. In the 
beginning of May the parts appeared to 
have recovered considerably. Went on 
IHjiSsing every otheif day a bougie, the pa- 
tient going out without inconvenience even 
as far as Worthing and back, and all the 
symptoms relieved, the principal part of the 
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urine coming naturally. July 15th a spasm 
came on, and neither catheter, silver sound, 
or bougie, could be passed; 18th, succeeded 
with a small gum catheter, but was after- 
wards unable to pass any instrument till the 
6th of August, when a small silver sound 
went into the bladder ; this was repeated 
three times at alternate days ; but the pain 
increased in passing through the part that 
had been strictured, and no instrument 
could be passed into the bladder from the 
irritable state of the parts ; so that instead 
of relief being the consequence of the regu- 
lar use of the bougie, the stricture was 
reproduced. 

In this view of the case, Sept. 26th, the 
use of tlie caustic was resumed to the stric- 
ture at that part every third or fourth day, 
till the 24,th of Nov. when the soft bougie 
passed on further, but not into the bladder. 
The soft bougie was passed down to this 
part every third or fourth day, till Dec. a8, 
when it went intu the bladder, a period of 
nearly five months having elapsed since an 
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iortniraeitf had been passed ; it gave con« 
lidlf^rable. pain : this was repeated the 318^ 
the pain less acute ; but the neck of the 
bladder did not become tranquil till Jan. 6, 

. Jan. 9thy passed the bougie to wheite the 
pnn began. 14th, this was repeated, and 
the parts were afterwards relieved. «6th, 
this again repeated, the parts much quieted 
bj it S3d, S7th, passed the bougie in the 
luune way, and with, benefit to the patient's 
feelings. Went on doing this, at several 
days interval, sometimes giving ease, at 
others not, till the s«d March, when all 
^e parts became disurbed ; had a rigor ; a 
great increase of water from behind : 31st, 
passed the bougie again, but pain and un^ 
easiness was produced, whiqh did not abate 
on the 12th of April. On that day the bou- 
gie passed a great deal further, without 
pain, which induced me to suspect the latter 
dbtresses were produced by a piece of gra- 
vd, which had been broken down or passed, 
and therefore left off altogether the use of 
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the bougie; having proved, in the most sa- 
tisfactory manner, tliat either dilating the 
canal beyond a certain size, which was not 
a large one, or continuing the exercise of 
the canal by simply passing the bougie and 
withdrawing it, after a certain time pro- 
duced irritation. 

From the isth of April, 1819, to the 26th 
January, 1820, nothing was done, and the 
patient enjoyed good health ; lived in the 
country: the water, for several months, 
coming entirely through the natural pas- 
sage, and only varying, according to circum- 
stances, in the facility with which it passed. 

At this time he caught cold, one of the 
testicles inflamed and suppurated, part of 
the tunica albuginia sloughed, and a portion 
of the water came from behind, the old 
cicatrices breaking out again. 

As soon as the parts were sufficiently 
recovered, I explained to the patient, that 
he now had it in his power to get perma- 
nently well ; all that was necessary for that 
purpose, was to return to the use of the 
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oakstiG etnery third or fourth day^aceoMiag 
)b the state of the piarts, and parsevere till 
these thickened parts were ab far destroyed^ 
that a moderate sized boi^ie paased wkhout 
pmn or difficulty intQ the bladder. This 
f^iih Was approved and pursiied; ft wxf be* 
gun in April. His general health gradually 
imprbved, more of the water came the right 
wa]^9 and the bladder reoctvered its power of 
]hetention. In June the whole of ihe thidc« 
ernng of the parts beiow had subsided^ tte 
openings had all healed^ and the bladder 
iiet»ned dght or nine ounces^ which passed 
in a tolerable stream. 

At the end of JiUy a bougie passed mto the 
bladder^ of the size I had decided upon as 
suffidently large ; this was passed at the in- 
terval of three or four daySi and immediately 
withdrawn. In August it was passed otiCe 
a week ; all the symptoms had now gone 
away, and it was not thought necessary to 
pass it oftener than once a fortnight. In 
November it was only passed once a month; 
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and the patient is advised to continue that 
practice, to preserve the parts and himself 
in that state of health which, after such long 
sufferings, he enjoys. 



A CASE OF STRICTURE REQUIRING TWENTY- 
^(1 TWO YEARS FOR THE CURE. 

*■' A. B., at 16 years of age contracted a 
gonorrhoea in 1788; it was cured in about 
five weeks, but no injection was employed. 
He was infected a second time in 1790, 
when 18, and was treated as in the former 
complaint. When 23 he had the disease a 
third time, in 1795, and notwithstanding 
that no injection was used, and the recovery 
appeared to be complete, in the course of a 
twelvemonth the urine was found not to 
pass with its usual freedom. In January, 
1797, he put himself under my care, and 
the stricture was removed in about a forl- 
niglit, by six applications of the caustic. In 
the summer he again had gonorrhoea, and 
injudiciously used an injection, which was 
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immediately productive of vidbent local irri* 
tation, strangury^ fever with delirium^ and 
suppression of urine; these distresses re*' 
quired five weeks of a mild soqthing plan, 
for tile patient's recovery. In I798itwa0 
found that the effects of the injection had 
reproduced the contraction ; but the use ^ 
the bougie^ passing it every other day wtth^ 
out allowing it to remain, brought the ure* 
thra to its former state. At this time the 
patient went into, the country , lived, a very 
irr^idar life, rode a great deal, and found 
|he stream of urine dimif^ii^h ; . this was fol* 
lowed by spasms in the urethra» attacks of 
priapism, and inflammation of the inner 
Hd^mbjrane of the bladder. Under the care of 

a Phy^cian these symptoms were subdued; 
after which he came again under niy care, 

gnd several applications of the caustic were 
necessary to restore the canal of the ure- 
thra to its proper diameter. He went, to 
Bristol^ and it was found necessary to have 
a bougie passed once every other day, and 
immediately withdraw it, to prevent the 
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canal again contracting. In 1800, from 
leaving off the bougie altogether, the stric- 
ture again returned, and the caustic was 
again used ; and this liaving produced an 
irregularity in the lower part of the canal, 
it was necessary to substitute a curved 
instrument, the point of which could be 
directed ower that part into the bladder. 

In 1803, the patient became enabled him- 
self to pass the catheter, for which was sub- 
stituted a silver sound, tiie surface of which 
is uniformly smooth, and therefore passed 
more readily. The patient went on using 
this instrument, at different intervals, some* 
times once a week, at others once a fort- 
night, and went on in perfect health in all 
respects till the year 1816. In a nervous 
moment he lost his presence of mind, and 
failed, although another could readily pass 
it, shewing no return of the disease. He 
required occasional assistance, more from 
alarm than real obstruction ; still, however, 
Buch was the state of his mind, which no 
doubt corresponded with that of the body ; 
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«iid there is reason to belicvet thai the urine 
fiMetd 4l\¥ays less freely when the bougie 
WM not occasionally passed. 

He went on in this way, with many unne- 
cessiry alarms^ which the state bf his mind 
rendered real, but certmnly always better 
from the occasional passing the bougie, till 
October 1818, when I determined to bring 
the canal to a size in which the patient could 
ptes a bougie with ease to himself, and then 

learn how often he should do so to remain 
in comfort and at ease. 

I liad so far gained this point by the use 
of Hie caustic, that I only wished to ascer- 
tain how often it would be necessary ta use 
tlM bougie, when unluckily he had occasion 
to go from town. When he was in the 
eoantry> I recommended to the Surgeon, as 
aniddle line, to pass a bougie into the 
bltdder once every other day, of a very 
moderate size. Misled by ambition, to 
have the credit of the cure, he did much 
more lhm\ was advised, and passed one, 
then another, then a third, and brought on 
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such a State of irritation, attended with de- 
lirium, that the patient came to London with 
four horses, alarmed with the idea of hav- 
ing every disease to which the body is 
liable. All these effects of delirium, under 
the care of his Physician and myself, went 
off by doing nothing. After tliis, when the 
parts were quiet, I began again the plan I 
had taken up before he left town, which 
was ascertaining how often the bougie 
ought to be passed ; and found, in some 
weeks experience, that every day was too 
often, every third day too seldom; this point 
being established, I endeavoured to teach 
him the art he had lost, and after many 
lessons this was accomplished about the 
middle of November, 1819. 

Here is an instance of a young man, very 
early in life, contracting this disease, and 
nearly as early as he could have it, reaping 
the benefit of the use of the caustic, for it 
was employed in January 1797, and this 
doctrine was first promulgated in 1795; and 
such were the peculiarities of constitution, 
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if required to be followed up to the age 
of 47, immediately under my own eye, 
befbre the ^ure was complete. This case 
gives a connected chain of evidence of what 
rfepeated gonorrhoeas produce without in- 
j^CtioDs; what aggravation injections pro- 
dtice}' what the bougie can do, and how 
ineffectual j in irritable habits, in arresting 

w 

the progress of the disease : also, what the 
powers of the caustic are, and in what man- 
ner it excels the bougie. But there are 
other reasons for bringing it into this place ; 
since it has enabled a man, who has suf- 
fered so much in the days of his youth, at 
mature age to enjoy perfect health, and to 
preserve those organs in the most healthy 
state, performing their office to the increase 
of the population of the country and the 
comfort of his family. 

Contrasting this case with that which 
follows, where the original circumstances 
were nearly the same, but the early advan- 
tages of the use of the caustic were not 
within the patient's reach, and therefore the 

VOL. III. I 



114 DIFFICULT CASES, ^CCL 

etkcts of the disease extended iota tbe 
neighbouring parts, which suffered too omdi 
to admit of being restored to their natural 
state after the cause had been remove^L 
We have thus brought before us, in the 
fairest possible p jint of view, what 3f:e die 
powers of the one mode of treatment, aq(d 
what those of the other. If the use of the 
bougie succeeded, who would report tti; 
caustic ? 
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CHAPTER XI. 

■ . ■ 

CASES OF STRICTURE, WHICH BY LONG CON- 
TINUANCE HAD LAID THE FOUNDATION 
OF DISEASES OF AN INCURABLE NATURE, 
BEFORE THE MEANS OF REMOVING TH£ 
5TRICTURE HAD BEEN ADOPTED. 

Two instances, out Of mahy of this kind, 
i¥ilt be suflScient to convince the reader of 
an- important het, that when the stricture is 
allowed to- go on beyond a certain time, the 
censMtutioH^ from ha^rtng long been dis- 
turbed, becomes unable, after the removal 
of the stricture, to recover itself; and the 
diseased alteration of structure in the sur- 
rounding parts has gone to too great an 
extent to admit of recover)^. 

Case !• 

The details of this* case, as well as the 
annexed diary, are drawn up by the patient^ 
whose life was evidently prolonged for 
sLiteen^ years: by means of the use of the 
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caustic, but his constitution never entirely 
recovered itself; and the disease of which 
he died would probably have never taken 
place, had not the stricture, and its conse- 
quences, preceded it. 

•* In the year 1773, being then just «0 
years of age, I contracted in London a vi- 
rulent gonorrhoea, on account of which I 
applied the next day to a Surgeon of mucl|* 
respectabihty, who immediately directed^ 
the use of some astringent injections, and Ij 
seemed to get tolerably well. Still hovf^ 
ever a gleet resnained, for which I occ*^ 
fiionally took some simple medicines ; aa^ 
more commonly the complaint seemed t<^ 
be nothing. 

"In the year 1776, 1 consulted the then 
r first Physician at Oxford, who advised me 
to try bougies, which I did ; but in about a 
week they brought on a swelling in one of 
my testicles, which obliged me to desist: 
l,J was recommended by him, however, still 
to use them occasionally, and did so. In 
the year 1783, appearing comfortably well. 
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I carried : but about ten years afterwards, 
in the year 1799, having found myself for 
some time not to make water quite so well; 
I was advised to try the more continued use 
of the bougie. I did so, and in a few days 
It brought on a suppression of urine, from 
which I was relieved by a Surgeon, who 
passed a bougie into the bladder. 

•' I now went on to use the bougie only 
sparingly again, and at distant intervals: 
Init in the year 1795 a second suppression 
came on, from which I was again relieved 
by the Surgeon ; but he was unable to pass 
any thing this time into the bladder. By his 
advleq, I now did nothing more thian take 
emollient medicines. Went to Bristol for 
two years, and then returned to my home. 
But in the year 1799, ^ ^^""^ suppression 
came on ; and in the year 1800, a fourth 
From both these I recovered by the use of 
the warm bath, &c. 

" After this last attack, as soon as well 

enough to do so, I came to London, and 

,put myself under Mr. Home's care, under 

which I continued from the beginning of 
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March, 1800, to the end of June, m the 
year 1801 ; and again for nearly three 
months more in the autumn of the same 
year. And this I also continued for nearly 
five months in the spring, and nearly 
three months in the autumn, of each succes* 
sive year, to the end of the present autumn, 
1807. 

" After much suffering, especially at the 
first, with good fortitude and perseverance 
I am at this time most comfortably amended 
in health, and seem each succeeding year 
to get bettter and better. Have been al- 
ways temperate and regular to a great de- 
gree ; and am the father of ten as healthy 
children, born between the years 1782 and 
1799, as are usually to be seen. 

" After leaving off" tlie use of the caustic 
for about a month, the passage seems to 
contract, and 1 begin to make water again 
less and less well ; but even this part of the 
malady seems also to abate from year to 
year. In this way I have gone on till the 
8th of May, 1815, when, for the first time, 
a bougie passed into the bladder. 



" When I firtt came under Mr. Home's 
cftre, I could ttiakt no water but upon the 

cbse-sitO(^, and none passed without strain* 
ing so violently as to be in agony for some 
time after. I now make water with freedorii, 
and with the usual degree of frequency. 
The caustic was applied as stated in the 
following diary : 

In 1800 and 1801, - 233 times. 
In 1802, spring and autumn, g^ times. 
In 1803, spring and autumn, 107 times. 
In 1804, spring and autumn, 97 times. 
In 1805, spring and autumn, 88 times. 
In 1806, spring and autiHnn, "/g times. 
In 1807, spring and autumn, 83 times. 
In 1808, spring and autumn, 93 times. 
In 1809, spring and autumn, 68 times, 
th 1810, spring and autumn, 66 times. 
In 18 11, spring and autumn, 72 times. 
In 1812, spring and autumn, 77 times. 
In 1813, spring and autumn, 70 times. 
In 1814, spring and autumn, 49 times, 
in 1815, spring, - - la times. 
In all 1258 times. 
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This patient, while in the country in the 
autumn of 1818, although making water 
very well, was attacked with a degree of 
nervousness, depression, and fever, which 
took complete possession of his mind, so 
that at times he was not himself, hi this 
state he became emaciated, had a great op- 
pression on his chest, and in August, 1816, 
died. 

Case II. 
In this case, the bladder had become 
so much affected before the stricture was 
removed, that the symptoms of the second 
disease were aggravated by the the cure of 
the first ; the readiness with which the 
bladder emptied itself, made its contractions 
more painful than when it remained partly 
filled with water. This corresponds vcith 
what I have met with in diseases of the 
stomach; where ulceration had taken place 
in the inner membrane, tlie patient was 
never easy but after eating. 

This circumstance makes it highly pro- 
bable that ulceration had begun to take 
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place in. the inner co$t of the bladder. The 
aooDunt may to many appear prolixt but 
as it is inserted here as a study well deserv^ 
ing the. consideration 6f every young Sur- 
geon, I shall not venture to leave any part 
out 



A French gentleman from the West In* 
dies, 37 years of age, in the year 1784 
caught a gonorrhoea, followed by a gleet, 
which was treated for two years with in« 
jec^ons and the internal use of balsams, 
vfithout effect*. , In 1786, the stream of 
urine had.beqome very small, and the pa* 
ti^nt was subject to severe fits of irritation 
along the canal of the urethra, also to occa- 
^pnal, stangury, which symptoms were re- 
lieved by .bleeding and bathing. He then 
had recourse to bougies, which he wore for 
years, several hours every day, and received 
but, tempc^ary ; relief. 

On the loth of. February, 1790, after 
wearing Daran's bougie for three or four 
hours in the njght^ he felt a violent irritation 
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along the canal, which was followed by 
a considerable swelling in perinEeo. Fe- 
ver came on the same day, and continued 
for seven days with no abatement ; every 
time he made water the pain was excru- 
ciating, in consequence of some drops -of 
urine passing through the cellular mem- 
brane. He was bled five times in the first 
twenty-four hours of his complaint, and 
every mode of relief was tried, with no 
eflect. At the end of the seventh day, the 
scrotum swelled to an enormous size in a 
very short time ; and now the swelling in 
perinaeo and all the inflammatory symp- 
toms readily subsided. A resolution of 
the swelling in the scrotum was tried, but 
could not be effected ; and two days after 
large sloughs began to separate : the parts 
were dressed superficially, and had reco- 
vered themselves in six or seven weeks. 

After so dreadful a consequence of wear- 
ing bougies, the patient was very averse to 
their use. He was told by a Surgeon to 
rub the perinseum with an ointment of 
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Docoa butter and alkali, whteh he did for 
montha, without the least benefit. Another 
Sorgeon undertook the ccire, and pnyvicted 
the patient with 6oap pills ttid mjectiotos ; 
and with that sort'df treatment he gdt worse 
in a very short time, and left it off! 

One day, being in town, he was seized 
with a violent irritation along the canal, 
could not make water but by drops, with 
much straining in the bladder, and tenes^ 
mus in the anus. He sent for a Surgeon, 
who did not hesitate to propose to make the 
tahal pervious, by intrddadng a canula With 
a Cutting stilet, and perforating the obstruc- 
tion.' As a common trois-quaft would not 
do, he ordered an instrument \6 be made 
for that purpose. The Surgeon returned 
two days aftel: with the fatal instrument : 
very luckily the paliiint had got bietter, and 
he declined to submit to the experiment, 
notwithistanding the flattering hopes the 
Surgebn entertained of that new mode of 
treatment* 
The patient now perceived that his 
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complaint was not perfectly understood by 
every practitioner, and he begati to look 
for relief in the books of the authors who 
had written upon that disease. He saw, 
by the observations of Daran and Goulard, 
that the only chance of recovery was by 
the canal being dilated with bougies ; and 
he again recurred to their use, notwith- 
standing his dread and aversion in conse- 
quence of their former inefficacy, and the 
untoward accidents he had experienced. 

At first he received some benefit from 
Goulard's bougie, but in persevering for 
months in their use, he was hardly enabled 
to pass a bougie of the common size ; any 
attempt to carry the dilatation farther was 
useless ; and when the bougie was left off, 
in less than two months the difficulty of 
making water and all the symptoms of 
irritation returned. 

In the year 1792, he used the medicated 
bougies of Mr. Leyland, a Surgeon in PariSu 
They brought on inflammation along the 
canal, though they were allowed to remain 
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but a few. minutes: they were left off. .Sooa 
sifter he used the bougies of Mf« Hales, 
of London ; they produced the same effecti^ 
and were likewise put asi<fe. - ' ^ *» ^ ' 

The .patient now returned to Ooulard'a. 
bougies ; and some time after had recourse 
to bougies made of ;Wax and <m1 only, which 
he could wear f6r hours,. and from which 
he often received great relief in the spaa* 
modic: affections of the v urethrav 

In 1798^ a Surgeon, who boasted to cure 
the patient in a^ very short time; ordered 
him to be put into a warmijbath/and;wit& 
a common catheter triqd . to i foixrei his. way 
through the obstrtiction. ,Xhe pain was ex- 
cruciating^ the patient was like tasfaint, and 
the attempt was fruitless. The patient de- 
dined to Submit to another trial; he. had 
givi^n up all hopes pf any permanent relief, 
and had made up his mind in consequence. 
. But in June, 1799, he received the Practical 
Observations of Mr. Home, on the Treat- 
ment of Strictures in the Urethra, with some 
armed bougies, from one of his friends in 
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Loncion. In September, he wished to give 
atrial to the caustic; he therefore made 
some extracts, in French, from the book of 
Mr. Home, and put them into the hands of 
a French Surgeon, to enable him to proceed 
with the caustic. 

The caustic was applied for the firslj 
time in the beginning of October.* The 
pain was acitte, and lasted only fifteen op 
twenty minutes. The second application 
was less severe, and half an hour after the 
patient was so easy that he rode on horse- 
back. After the third application he had ir- 
ritation in the night, and a little fever ; these 
symptoms went oft" the next day, and the 
bougie was found to pass a little further oiu 



* Three friends of mine, labouring under very di(k- 
tressing strictures, put themselves under the care of the 
same Surgeon; two of them have been perfectly cured 
in about tlu-ce months, and the third raateriaHy relieved, 
and would most likdy have been cured, had he perse- 
vered in the treatment; nor was any want of confidence 
in the csu^ic the cause of his leaving it off, but he was 
obliged to go into the country on indispensable business, 
I heard several otlier Gentlemen had received consider- 
sble benefit from the caustic 
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Vhfr ipkpw m^ yffi^: fie^omer^ »)d nipr-^ 

T*ie cgmfyf was 9p^iQ4o ey^y ptUsr day^ 
and jscmifttimes evecy tbur4 <l«yi foe <hii«# 
WWMiih^j with noi qi^^ if^gofxvmwQ^.thm 

was readily relieved, by passmf^ Oi.sitatt 
b^gie 4Dd «lk)»vmgi.it to ismain hatf an 
llo(i«rJn.'the camU .¥et the Ural^ stcicttioe 
Wa9.n9|| #estA09^ii:hougfa it fviuiiVMioh dir< 
l^Kftd; 9dinHlangfi», oobunon n«ed;lxiu^;ta 
paflp: into ;?(]»&■ bladden. th9 othsii jslnriqtuccsi 
Wiig^ ftf&)e;ee<£ by the. oaknta^ a|9|^dr tb. dw 

9HI0 ^t^ii'v.r ;;::.■• '.r. -l uu y'il il-" .--ri/ 

^mmtfff^iM^ndmg tK^ stdy i$heretimt;;^: fe^i? 
iteyfe Nevertheless, he io«tid. hirfis«4f ao 
V.e}l thatjh^ qeglectedj hi«a#ejif,,^d pa^se^ 
a/whole yeaTj in, high s^rils and veryi 
good health ; hh -orily in«pBv«nience mw» 
>t(^ding )k4»:iirbe oft&ner than in health, but 
wkhput thieleasife pain^ ; A»t th# end: of tSooi 
iitm§om^ d^»of f«MgH8.«) hardback, he 
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was seized with a violent irritation along 
the canal, and upon the bladder, with an 
incessant solicitation to make water. He 
was bled freely, and put into a warm bath. 
The irritation subsided in the night, and a 
great quantity of glary matter passed along 
with the urine. 

He now was desirous to recur to the 
caustic; and no Surgeon being at hand, 
he resolved to try it himself. The first 
applications were made with an unsteady 
hand, but he very soon got the better of any 
emotion or fear, and the caustic was applied 
about sixty times in less than six months. 
Through the whole of that period he was 
subject to frequent fits of spasm, both upon 
the bladder and the urethra, altliough he 
did not experience a single paroxysm of 
fever ; yet the stricture was not destroyed 
(no doubt because the application of the 
caustic was not properly managed). 

About tliat time he was informed that an 
English Surgeon in the neighbouriiood had 
just cured a gentleman of very distressing 
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i^mptonrnM strietuheMby :idie means, dfi.^ 

ttaMiet' ftteliimiJecKatelx w^t to ftheStir:^ 

||eimlmd>|nitkinnelf iunder his care; On 

tbft:l)7«h iOf. May, ^i8oii*he caustic Yi9S9^ 

plffdi for ttiefijTsti time by'the, English Sub- 

geon, and,; successively nineteeHti times in 

ti)^ months. i^Purlng and after eachappli^ 

9f |jpn .the ; jxain -iv^n^rinconsiderafajle^ but the 

p8)^9ti;)vasji^l^ tibe next day to violent 

«pa^ni jtk ihf^ Mrejthi'af ^nd sometimes upon 

^..it|1^4derK : The «austic had made vexy 

litU^ prpgressw Thist Surgeon now took up 

t}i^ C9§e as a ^ijtipl^ spasmodic a&ction, and 

{Mtepof^id the perif»a»um to be Mistered, as the 

QHtdy tf^e pf I'elidf. ' , After some objection 

the patient subr^tt^cl. to the advice of the 

Sijrgi^n ^yj^ccordingly a large blister was 

^PpUed tp the pqnnaeium. The third day^ 

ajft^r the.application the Surgeon proposed, 

Vi[Uh grea^ confidence^ to pass a common 

sized bougie, assuring' him that it would rea"> 

dily go onjnto the bladder. He was a little 

deceived in his expectations ; not only the 

oommoii sized bougie,, but a very siuall on^ 
VOL. in. K 
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could not pass through the stricture. So 
far from receiving any benefit from thai 
painful experiment, the patient had suffered 
very much in the bladder during the effect 
of the blister, and the irritability of the 
urethra had considerably increased. 

Nevertheless the patient was so decidedly 
of opinion that the caustic was the only 
means to destroy so obdurate an obstruc- 
tion, that a few days after the above men- 
tioned blister, though very much distressed 
by the difficulty in making water, and con- 
stant uneasiness in the bladder, he set off 
for England ; and on the day of his ar- 
rival in London (October 28th, 1801) 'he 
addressed himself to Mr. Home. 

At that time his symptoms were these :- 
— frequency, difficulty, and straining in 
making water; constant uneasiness in the 
region of the bladder ; occasional fits of 
irritation along the canal and upon the 
bladder; and a deposit of glary matter from 
the urine. 

On the 1st ol November the caustic was 
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j^Iidd ' fio th^ first ttricture^ four Aodbes 
ftttn the external orifice t ttie pmh was in^ 
cbmidMable, and lasted about half ail hour. 
After the applkation he made water with 
more difficulty than before^ and some blood 
passed akmg with the urine ; he felt a sore- 
oeto in the perioagum^ whicli lasted about 
m hour, and went off ^ the parts then were 
perfisotly troriiquiL 

The second, third, and fourth applications 
produced Uttle or no pain ; he was only 
obliged in the evening* to passt a small bou^ 
^efiferj time he made water, but without 
any spasm or irritation^ 

After the fifth application (Nov. i^) the 
pain was very severe/ and lasted twahoura; 
he eoilld not make water for some time; he 
tried :a clyster of starch and laitdanums the 
Water began to flow only by drops. He 
continued the night aiid the next day in 
nearly the same state, making water with 
great difiiculty and straining, and passing a 
small bougie every time- The foUowii^ 
nighV in pas^ng a small catgut bougie, 
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a slough was brought away around it;- 
a good deal of blood passed along with 
the urine, and the bleeding continued 
for some time : the parts were then more 
easy. 

The caustic was again applied on the 
15th, 21st, and st^lh of the same month, 
and caused very little pain. On the 26th, 
the unarmed bougie passed about an inch 
further on to another stricture. On the 
28th the caustic was applied to that second 
obstruction ; the bougie in passing through 
the stricture, newly destroyed, produced 
much pain; fever came on in the even- 
ing, and continued every night for three 
days, with much pain and spasm at the 
root of the penis and upon the bladder. 
He was relieved of those symptoms by an 
opening draught. On the loth and 24th of 
December the caustic was applied, and 
produced the same local and general irri- 
tation, which was likewise relieved by lau- 
danum and opening medicine. 

As the irritation was partly brought on 
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bjr* the bougie passing through the tender 
jp&rts <^ the first stricture, which appeared 
Aet^ sufficiently destroyed, it was thought 
WtO^KMj tO' touch it again with the caustic 
After three applications (on the 8th, loth, 
and 19th of January), which produced little 
OT' no pain, the bougie passed through it 
mth great ease; and on the 15th, the caua^ 
dC'.was applied to the second stricture. 
AliBer seven applications (on the 15th, 17th, 
Bist9.26th, s8th, and 30th of Jan« and the 
1st of Feb«), which caused no painful symp- 
tomy the bou^e passed a little further on. 
The space between the second and third 
stricture was found to be narrower. than the 
rest of the canaL The fourth application 
tQ that part produced. much pain andirri^ 
t;it|0n; fever came on in the evening, re?- 

ti^i^d the next evening, and then went off. 
,.Xhe caustic was applied on the 20th and 
jsift^ ; the last application was attended with 
ajaroxysm of fever, which went off without 
any medicine whatever. 

On the 1st of March the caustic was 
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again applied to the stricture, and was re- 
peated on the 5th and 7lh. After the last 
application the pain was very severe ; fever 
came on in the evening, and returned every 
evening for three days. On the aoth, the 
application caused little pain; but the next , 
application, on the sad, brought on fever, 
which lasted two or three days. On the 
31st the caustic was applied, and repeated 
on the sd of April ; after that application 
the former symptoms of irritation returned ; 
so that the parts could not bear two applica- 
tions without bringing on fever and general 
irritation, which nevertheless almost always 
went off without any thing being done. 

From the a^th of April to the 31st of 
May, the caustic was applied eight times. ■ 
During tiiat period the patient was subject 
to paroxysms of fever, and to a very parti- 
cular local irritation ; he had violent head- 
ache for three or four hours. From this he 
was suddenly perfectly relieved ; but very 
soon after, tlie pain passed down to his back, 
from his back to the neck of the bladder. 
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ttfm>iimnoi ttetho rbotofi th^ penis, aocfclaftK 
lyit^ithe Uaddar^ and: whea theire gn4s^Xiyi 
liertt olf( or aomethines extended tothefecCy^ 
alMiided) with buoiing beat audi vtry.vifk^ 
pkmaanb sensations; tjhe whole attapk cjpoi^ 

ft 

onniyr lasted ten or tiwftliM hours^ and ono» 
il! returned regulavlrjB every day fbr-e^0 
iifs* ■ '^ The patienutwas at ai lots to %id out 
|[madi8t<^r«U^fj:b!0smig$i«Hf^y^(P9 he tried 

«ij»tbM^tQ ii«ii«^v&, tbft; wfi^mg^ pact,.lM 

1ns.wrQ« i€ k sivi^e^di^ tO: bjnng (Mi.the 
iBnWdofi:in aiiotbi^r pi^cs.; %». pciiti was 
TfU(^ 'vasa(f9tabh vfh&n, ^n^oed to.tfatt 

tMMflvorthe roiet <il thft pern 

• A* yer. th» QMtfti?. kAd(nMdQ<^fira3f)iltttIo 

firofQBe^ And( that::stri«<»ir0d iwt oftkftcat* 

devan-. days aitep jri)ie..8pp]iitatba d>fi the 
osmiic btefoc^ « 8A9M9h .<vlf^ tbil«wR off, 
and s^ ai»)ther ti«i«' thfUeen dAy9. 
-. Onrthe «d« ^th,: Bain, and ti^th ofiuBBk 

the caustic was applied On the. '.tiat; the 
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applied, which produced great irritation, a 
paroxysm of fever, and a small swelling in 
the perineum, which went off in a few 
days. On the loth of July the common 
bougie passed through the last stncture. 
On the J4th it could not pass, and the 
caustic was applied ; fever came un in the 
evening, and lasted very violently all the 
night. A swelling formed in the perinaeum, 
and every time he made w ater the pain was 
excruciating, probably by some drops of 
urine getting into the swelling. The fever 
returned every day for eight cr ten days; 
during that period, beside the constant pain 
in perinseo, the patient had several severe 
attacks of spasm upon the bladder, and a 
great quantity of glary mucus deposited 
from the urine. In three weeks the swel- 
ling disappeared; but the patient continued 
to make water with much difficulty and 
straining, and had constant uneasiness upon 
the bladder. 

September 8th, a small catheter passed 
iliroiigh the strictured part, but did not get 



ijitd th^ bladder. Oh the loth, the catheti^ 
#toit Into the bladder : the pain was Vtff 
Mfv^re, and was insufferable for hour^ esetf 
lUnle the patient made water; fever eansef 

« 

oh In the evening, and continued very v96i- 
feftly for three days. He now made water 
fiiMre freely/ and was much relieved, Ori 
tst iSth, the catheter passed readily iM^ 
AiS^ Usddef) &hd'did itot produce irritatioti^ 
Ae patient made water in a' good streatii 
ifiSthout the least effort, the bladder- wai 
Jlfeffectly easy, and the general irritatibri 
tmMy went' off. The cathfeter cbhtinueSd 
I6irt>ais with ease into the' bladder -for 'a 
#eefe Ufifbrtunately the patient caught 
(W^,^ ihitdtibrf ' tarbe on upon the bladder, 
iKtii'Mfik^ cdiTl^dehiibly increased by pa^singf 
Hte^fcatheter, scUti iSse wibidfscdntinued, and 
i3m pirts wereUefritatit^ly to themselves. 
^ October i5thV he i tried sea bathing, bdt 
■frer ^ix baths, every other day; be found 
himself rather worse, and renounced theifli 
H* tried a bath in £k>ft water; but going 
bttt <Sf it h^ caught a violent fi&ver; Wiih 
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shivering ; the fever lasted three days, and; 
went off. The pain upon the bladder con- 
tinued very severe, and a great quantity of 
thick glary matter was deposited from the 
urine. To relieve the bladder he had re^ 
course to uva ursi : the first days its usq 
appeared to do well, but afterwards ratheq 
increased the irritation in tlie bladder, how^ 
ever mitigated the infusion with gum drabic^ 
tnilk, sugar, &c. 

Nov. i6th, the catheter was resorted to, 
and persevered in every other day till th^ 
end of December, with no abatement of the 
symptoms. Dec. 28th, a common bougi^ 
could not pass into the bladder, and tb« 
stricture was found to have contracted again, 
January 4,th, 8ih, and 11th, 1803, the cau^r 
tic was again applied to the stricture next 
to the bladder ; the last application pKV 
duced a paroxysm of fever, with much 
irritation upon the bladder. On the i7tb, 
a common sized bougie went into the bladp 
der, yet the symptoms of irritation had nqt 
abated ; every evening he had severe paio 



upon the bliidd^ and at the root of the 
poms ; the paroxysm lasted oommonly be- 
tween ten and twelve hours. 

Feb. Sth, the irritatbn increased to 80 
insufTerable a height, that the padent sent 
for Mr. Home in the night; he had an In- 

r 

eessant inclination to make water; eoiild 
not void it but by drops, with much strann*' 
ing upon the bladder. As warm appUea^ 
tions had been tried with no effect before 
the arrival of Mr. Home, he advised the 
patient to immerse his penis in cold wa-t 
ter, and to apply a Hnen cloth dipt in it 
apon the region of the bladder. This ex** 
perifflent had the effect desired, iEriid the 
fiarts in less than fifteen minutes weri 
perfedly relieved. In several Kke circum- 
stances the patient received great benefit 
from cold applications, which however did 
not prevent the return of the irritation the 
next day. Three or four times, the spasm 
upon the stricture was so violent as to 
produce convulsive commotions from the 
buttocks to the feet, which recurred 
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several times every minute for hours. 0£ ' 
the multifarious distressing symptoms un^ 
der which the patient had been so long lar; 
bouring, this last was the most difficult to 
bear. , 

Feb. 19th and a 1st, a soft bougie was in-^ 
troduced into the canal beyond the stricture,, 
and was not allowed to pass into the blad- 
der, least it should bring on irritation. Oi> 
the 23d the bougie was allowed to go intq 
the bladder, but on the s^th it could not 
pass through the stricture ; the symptoms 
of irritation considerably increased ; 4 
violent pain was felt in the anus and th? 
neighbouring parts, wliich was removed 
by taking a purging pill : but a swelling 
came on in perinseo, with a smarting pain 
every time he made water. 

After several days of much suffering, as 
the swelling was rather increasing and was 
not circumscribed, an opening with tlie 
point of a lancet was thought necessary to 
5top its progress. Some blood issued from 
the wound, but no pus at all; the patient 



J 
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W4S relieved fdr a few days^and the wound 
healed veiy soon; but ten days after, on 
the 3d of Ajpril, the swelling in less than 
t#6 hours considerably Increased^ and ex» 
tended to the scrotum. A second opening 
was effected near the former ; some drops 
of urine issued with the blood. ' Now the 
abscess assftmed a regular form, and five 
diya rafter burst through the former wound; 
the urine presently got readily through the 
abscess every time he made water, with a 
smarting pain in the scrotum, which, lasted 
a few minutes ; the next day he had irrita« 
tion in his stoqnach, with retching without 
'vomiting ; he was relie vied by taldng a spoon- 
ful of oimomile tea every hour. For eight or 
ten days after he was free from irritation, 
both upon the bladder, and the canal, but 
every morning regularly he had head*ache 
tor several hours ; after that period the ir- 
ritation returned at the root of the penis, 
extending above thp pubes to the rim of 
the belly ; and every time he made water 
the pain was such as if the penis was torn 
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asunder. He had a return of this attack re* 
gularly every evening for several weeks. 

April i8lh, a small catheter passed 
readily into the bladder, but the irritation 
being too violent to persevere in the use of 
that instrument, it was left off till the ist of 
May ; and once introduced, was allowed to 
remain in the urethra for nearly three houra 
without producing much irritation. On the 
jd, the catheter could remain but fifteen 
minutes ; on the 4,th, fifty minutes ; on the 
5th and 6th, twenty minutes ; on the yih, 
the patient himself passed the catheter se- 
veral times, and withdrew it immediately 
after. Now the pain upon the bladder and 
at the root of the penis prevented a further 
use of this instrument. On the 15th and 
16th of the same month the bladder was 
injected with oil and laudanum, but this 
application rather increased the irritation 
in the bladder, and was left off; he had 
recourse to soft bougies, which he wore 
while in a bath, but they could not pass 
through the last stricture, and frequently 



I 



iMugfat ^cn rrftadon. He- penivered 
ii iMithing ^v^try day (and dometkn^s k« 
aauned several bouro in the bakh ) for two 
months^ with little or ^o effects Fire small 
ibficesMS formed a(t difierent tknes in the 
iwkper part of the scrotum, and were opened 
with a point of a lancet ;* of these abscesses 
vm i»ly Jias temain^d open, indepemtent 
^ thft :two doi^iginal bpeniags. 
'!: lOne night in the begimiing of June he had 
»iUMwnalongtbetiaMl,w^ vic^ntspasni 
^i^tt «he ^itridttfre; he piit liimself into a 
t*|Md batli as soon as it could be made readjr,' 
and was very soon relieved : two days after 
fba^aiMiM.^niptoms returned; and the pa-^ 
ticrtf Ited ^6Wide recourse to a tepid bath • 
telAie ipam^Korauch-inereased that hecould 
not stay ia it more than fifteen minutes^ 
lie .'went to bed^ and; sometime aft» was 
perfectly relieved ; but afi acute pain came 
oB in his'kft side, extending diagonally to 
the right; he was bo oppressed that he was 
unable to ^peak, and hardly to breathe ; his 
servant »uch aiariiied^ was in a hurry to 
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send for assistance, when at once he felt 
himself very well. This attack in his side 
and stomach lasted about forty minutes; 
lastly, the spasm went down into the blad- 
der, with great uneasiness in his legs, and 
burning heat in his feet, which altogether 
gradually went off". 

July fith, a small catheter was tried, but 
could not pass through the last stricture. 
As the only chance of recovery depended 
upon the canal being dilated, and the bougies 
having of late proved so inefficacious, the 
caustic was determined upon, and on the 
7th was applied to the second stricture. 
After three applications the bougie went a 
little farther on ; after six more application^ 
a small catheter got into the bladder on the 
7th of August; those applications of the 
caustic produced less pain and irritation than 
at any time before. Soon after a silver 
sound of a larger size could pass witli ease 
'nto the bladder ; but it was necessary to 
give a certain direction to the instrument, to 
pass over the irregularities of the lower 
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i^ttrfaoe of the canal^ the symptoms of ge-* 
fteral and local irritation occasionally re- 
turned as formerly, but in a less degree as 
to their intensity and duration. 

The catheter was continued to be passed 
every day from that time to the 18th of 
November, without any abatement or ag- 
gravation of the above mentioned symptoms ; 
but to be able to judge with more accuracy 
of any change in my situation, I began at 
that time to set down a minute detail of 
whatever occurred every day, 

Nov. 18th, 1802. Made water every 
« - 

hour, with more or less straining from the 
bladder and the rectum ; sometimes very 
acute pain from the abscess while making 
water; more than two hours of constant 
uneasiness upon the bladder after passing 
the catheter; no stream— the water flows 
in a dribbling manner ; appetite very good 
for a confined man* I could get no sleep 
till after two in the morning; I am very 
restless during the early part of the night ; 

VOL. III. L 
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these are the most common symptoms for 
these fifteen days. 

To-morrow I have to try the full sized 
catheter. 1 dread the consequences, but 
Mr. Home thinks it is necessary, and I will 
submit to the trial. 

passi graviora ; Dabit Deus his quoque finom. 

1 do not mention some transient fits of 
dejectedness ; I am not an angel; and any 
benevolent mind, well apprized of all the 
particulars about me, will, I am sure, make 
a good allowance for any momentary de- 
pression in my spirits. 

jgth. The full sized catheter (used on 
the 17th of Sept.) was not passed, but one 
of a little larger size than that of yesterday, 
and passed readily into the bladder; less 
uneasiness upon the bladder, and it did not 
last more than twenty minutes. 

No pain from the abscess ; the stream a 
little better, and nearly half an hour gained 
betwixt the intervals of making water. No 
restlessness in the early part of the night, 
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as it is most oommonly the case. Refresh- 
ing sleep. 

soth. The catheter was passed with great 
eaae, but I felt a kind of jerk on the in* 
strument passing over the internal orifice 
of the fistula ; which is the case, I think, every 
time Mr. Home advances too far before 
turning the instrument. No uneasiness on 
the bladder ; made water every hour, with 
straining from the bladder and the rectum ; 
little pain from the abscess, though swelled^ 
The early part of the night very restless. 

81 St. The catheter was passed at eleven 
o'clock, A. M. Much pain on the bladder, 
the whole <Iay ; frequency in making water 
increased, the intervals only three quarters 
of an hour ; yet the abscess not very trouble- 
some; no appetite; my spirits very low, 
all my frame much disturbed from the pain 
on the bladder. I think the good opinion 
of Mr. Home about the termination of my 
complaint, must be much altered, because 
the catheter passing with so much ease into 
the bladder, does not amend any symptom. 
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When in bed a violent spasm on the penisr 
heat on the skin, restlessness all the night, 
with great perturbation in my spirits. I 
got no sleep till after five o'clock, a. m. 
the same frequency in making water. 

From this period the symptoms are those* 
of a diseased state of the bladder, and are 
particularized, to shew the difference bc' 
tween them and those of stricture, that the 
Practitioner may readily distinguish between 
ihem. 

sad. No operation. More tranquillity in 
the morning, less pain from the abscess and 
the bladder ; made water every hour in the 
evening ; the pulse frequent — no appetite. 
Very restless and disturbed till after threei 
A. M. At two o'clock took two purging 
pills; had three motions before eleven o'clock 
A. M., the 23d. 

a3d. At eleven o'clock the catheter was 
passed ; half an hour after I felt a violent 
partial head-nche, which lasted till five 
o'clock in tiie evening. During that time 
the bladder and tlie lower parts very quiet, 
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No appetite; made water every hour— no 
stream. . . A very restless night ; no sleep 
till after four o'clock, a. m. 

S4th. At half past eleven o'clock, a. m., 
the catheter was passed ; an hour after the 
head-ache returned, and lasted violently 
till seven o'clock, p m. Slight pain on 
the bladder ; made water every hour — no 
stream— no appetite. Restlessness till after 
three o'clock, a. m. ; the abscess very much 
swelled. 

a5th. The instrument passed with great 
ease. The head-ache returned at the same 
hour, and lasted till after eight o'clock in 
the evening. No change in the other 
symptoms. 

s6th. Exactly the same account as yes* 

terday. 

»7th. The same symptoms ; the abscess 
more painful and swelled. 

aSth. The instrument was not passed; 
the abscess very much irritated and trou- 
blesome. After dinner a refreshing nap ; 
no abatement in the head-ache ; the same 
interval betwixt the times of making water 



(every hour or three quarters of an hour). 
Between seven and eight o'clock, p. m., an 
attack of hysterics ; was obliged to go to 
bed ; my spirits were depressed Restless 
nearly all night ; good sleep towards the 
morning. 

29th. The instrument was not passed; 
no abatement in the head-ache; some pain 
on the bladder ; no change in the absoess> 
or the difficulty and frequency in making 
water ; very little appetite ; very restless 
and disturbed night ; great discharge from 
the abscess. 

30th. The instrument was passed with 
some difficulty; frequent qualms ; no ap- 
petite at all ; no return of the head*ache, 
but pain on the bladder ; the abscess very 
troublesiome ; general uneasiness and per- 
turbation ; the pulse very frequent ; spastn 
on the penis. The early part of the night 
very restless, but good and refreshing slefep 
for several hours in the morning. 
, December ist. The catheter produced 
paki in passing through the diseased parts 
of the urethra, which went off very soon. 



coMrary to my expectation, I felt myself 
Mther better from the operation ; the head- 
-Mbe returned, but less violent than on the 
preceding days; good appetite. On the 
whole much easier to-day, though I make 
water with some straining, and every hour; 
resdess night, yet no irritation in the penis, 
IS I dreaded ; during the night made water 
several times in a full stream, but by the 
fisCahe. 

sd. I rose with head-ache, which lasted 
Twry violently till eleven o'clock, p. m. The 
catheter produced less pain than yesterday; 
pretty good appetite ; the abscess not very 
troublesome ; the frequency in making wa* 
ter mtioii the same as it vms yesterday, but 
hss straining ; my sph*its a little revived. 
-Qtod night's rest. 

3d. The instrument produced i^me local 
|»n» which soon after extended to the 

bladder; the abscess not very troublesome; 

miK)h urine parsed with great ease through 

4}ke lower fistulas ; the same frequency in 

making waler; pretty good appetke. Much 



v 
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comforted to-day by being able to read, 
which I have been unable to do for these 
ten days on account of my head-ache- 
Good night's rest. 

4th, The catheter produced little pain in 
passing into the bladder, but soon after it 
considerably increased and lasted the whole 
day, with occasional uneasiness upon the 
bladder; the abscess not very troublesome. 
The pulse more temperate and regular than 
it has been for fifteen days past; no change 
in the frequency of making water; good 
appetite, that is for a man confined. Slept 
well, 

5th. The catheter passed with great ease; 
tlie stream of urine a little improved, and 
the frequency in making water less. In 
the early part of the night spasm on the 
penis ; slept well towards morning. 

6th. The instrument passed with ease ; 
some uneasiness upon the bladder; more 
difficulty in making water in the evening 
than in the morning, on account of the re- 
turning spasm on the penis. Slept well. 
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1.7th. The instrument passed readily into 
the bladder ; the frequency in making wai- 
ter considerably increased towards evening; 
spasm on the bladder^ afterwards on the 
penis; the abscess swelled considerably; 
much general uneasiness. Restless night ; 
slept only towards morning. 

8th. In th^ morning uneasiness on the 
bladder^ which went off after passing the 
catheter ; on the whole, a little better than 
yesterday, yet the stream very small, and 
scHnetimes ho stream at all, most part of 
the lirine passing through the fistula. Slept 
well. 

9th; Much the same as yesterday. In- 
different night. I find myself very happy 
at not getting worse, the weather being 
intensely cold (the thermometer iS**). 

loth. Great pain upon the bladder the 
whole day ; the frequency in making water 
rather increased, yet the abscess, not trou* 
blesome. Restless night. 

11th. The same ptfin on the bladder as 
yesterday, and returned at the same hour ; 
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it is the effect of my eternal flyinej spasm, 
which is sometimes in the head, and at' 
others on the bladder, the penis, the ab«; 
scess, &c. Since yesterday it thaws, and- 
this rapid change in the weather is veryj 
much against me ; low spirits. Very rest— , 
less night. 

13th. Pretty well in the morning, but 
considerable pain came on the bladder in: 
the evening, and lasted very late ; the same, 
frequency in making water; the abscess not 
very troublesome. Very restless night. 

13th. At half past ten o'clock the cathe-- 
ter was passed, and soon after a severe pain- 
was felt on the bladder, which lasted five 
hours ; afterwards spasm came on the pe*, 
nis and the diseased part of the urethra:-, 
very costive. 1 

I support myself as well as I can, but 
when I see no improvement in my state, I 
am like to sink under dejectedness. 

At eight o'clock, p. m., the spasm re^ 
turned on the bladder, and the frequency 
in making water considerably increased. 
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ttoiigh I voided it without ef}brt» tnd tlie 
streMn was good. Very restless night. 

I 

t4th. The catheter passed with ease; 
nevertheless severe spasm on the bladder, 
which lasted the whole day ; made^ water 
every forty-five minutes ; the abscess very 
troublesome. The first part of the night 
vtty restless; slept pretty well towards 
morning. 

15th. The same return of pain on the 
Uadder; the frequency in making water 
considerably increased, the intervals not 
cKoeeditig half an hour; the urine at timet 
passed entirely by the abscess^ only a few 
drops by the canal ; occasional pain on each 
side of the penis. Veiry restless and dis- 
turbed niglft. The pain upon the bladder 
subsided at one o'clock, a. m. ; spasm came 
dn the diseased part of the urethra, which 
ksted several hours. During this attack 
the urine passed by the abscess only. 

i6ih. The catheter was not passed. At 
OM o'clock, p. M., I took a hemlock pill; 
from one to eight o^ciock in the evening 
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uneasiness in ray bowels, and much gene- 
ral perturbation ; no pain on the bladder, 
but soreness on the penis ; made water 
every forty-five minutes with straining ; pain 
in my back ; the bladder very sore to the 
feel ; the abscess much swelled ; no ap- 
petite ; a great depression on my spirits ; 
the pulse frequent. Went to bed at eight 
o'clock, P.M., and took a hemlock pill at 
ten ; the spasm continued till three o'clock 
in the morning, with the same frequency 
in making water; the most pari of the 
urine passed through the fistula ; much 
troubled by wind. Slept well towards 
morning. 

17th. The catheter was passed at four 
o'clock, p. M. ; immediately after pain on 
the bladder, which lasted only fifteen mi- 
nutes, and went off; took a hemlock pill ; 
the same frequency in making water, and 
the urine passed mostly by the fistula; sore- 
ness on the penis, and pain in the abscess. 
Went to bed at ten o'clock, p. m., and 
took my pill at twelve. I was restless and 
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disturbed, with heat on the skiii, till three 
o'clock* A. M. Slept pretty well towards 
morning* 

It seems to me a little extraordinary, that 
in any restless nigh^ I have, I felt an un- 
common degree of appetite; nevertheliess 
I am never worse for indulging it, which 
proves my having a good stomach. 

i8th. The catheter was passed at twelve 
at noon ; no pain upon the bladder as yes* 
terday ; the same soreness on the penis, but 
in a less degree ; took my pills. The first 
part of the night extremely restless ; most 
urine passed through the orifices of the fis- 
tula, of course very small stream, and often 
no stream at all ; yet I made water every 
hour instead of three quarters of an hour, 
«s during the attack upon the bladder. 

19th. The catheter was passed at four 
o'clock, p. M. Much the same as yes- 
terday. 

20th. The catheter was passed at eleven 
o'clock, A. M. Some uneasiness upon the 
bladder; made water very often in the 
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evening without effort ; less urine passed 
through the orifices of the fistula ; the 
stream a little better, but I was unable to 
throw the urine with any force. At ten 
o'clock at night I felt head-ache, and being 
a little bound had a clyster administered. 

The same return of irritation on the penis, 
but in a less degree. The night less dis- 
turbed ; had some refreshing sleep towards 
morning. 

21st. Some time after the introduction 
of the catheter I felt a severe pain on the 
penis ; the lateral parts of the scrotum 
puffed up ; this pain lasted fifteen minutes; 
made water as yesterday without straining, 
and less urine passed through the fistula, 
that is, during the day. At ten o'clock, 
p. M. head-ache and irritation on the penis. 
Now I made water by the orifices of the 
fistula, with straining. A restless night ; 
took my three pills of hemlock at proper 
times ; the pulse very quick. 

aad. The catheter was passed at one 
o'clock, p. M, Uneasiness on the bladder 



I 

I 
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at five o'dockt severe pain on the peniSf 
and chiefly at the root^ extending over the 
pubes ; made water every half hour, .and 
much troubled by the abscess under the 
scrotum, which was quite closed; at ten 
o'clock was relieved by the abscess dis- 
charging some pus aqd urine. A good 
night's rest. 

S3d. Irritation in the abscess ; miich pain 
from the urine passing through the orifices 
of the fistula ; the catheter was passed at 
eleven o'clock, a. m. The pain in the abscess 
under the scrotum considerably increased ; 
irritation on the penis extending above the 
pubes; occasional uneasiness upon the blad- 
der; much difficulty and frequency in 
making water. These symptoms lasted 
the whole day and night with no abate- 
ment ; of course a distressful night. 

a4ith. The catheter was passed at half 
after three o'clock, p. m., and produced less, 
irritation than the day before ; the abscess 
was swelled and painful every time I made 
vfata ; nevertheless neither general irrita- 
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tion nor restless in the night. I took my 
three hemlock pills. 

25th, In the morning much uneasiness 
upon the bladder; at one o'clock, p. m. the 
pain became very severe, going off" and oc- 
casionally returning till eleven o'clock ; the 
fistula near the anus very painful every 
time I made water ; the other fistula; quiet 
and diminished ; the pulse frequent ; made 
water every hour ; and more urine passed 
through the orifices of the fistulas than 
througli the natural channel. Had good 
sleep in the latter part of the night. The 
catheter was not passed; pus, mucus, and 
glare at the bottom of the pot. Notwith- 
standing the abilities of Mr. Home, and Hs 
particular attention to my case, I am sen- 
sible of the danger of my situation, and 
cannot deceive myself about the conse- 
quences ; 

^quaiQ memenlo, rclms in arduis, 
Servore menlcm. 

26th. At three o'clock, p. m., severe pain 
upen the bladder ; cold sweat on the feet 
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agd liands ; the catheter was passed at four 
oVdocky some time after the bladder was 
relieved, but I felt acute pain in the fistula 
near the rectum every time I made water; 
this lasted the whole night; nevertheless 
slept tolerably well, . 
. «7th. The catheter was passed at eleven 
o'docki A. M. Much pain on the bladder 
for several hours ; on the whole, nearly the 
sa^e as yesterday. Good night's rest, 
e sSth. At one o'clock, p.m. pain on the 
jbkdder just behind the pubes, whereof the 
integuments were pufied up. 
. At half past one o'clock the catheter was 

■ 

passed ; the pain on the bladder continued, 
but in a less degree ; the fistula under the 
acrotunit and the scrotum itself much swel- 
led ; no change in the freqi^ncy in making 
water ; in the fore part of the night had a 
difficulty in expelling the urine, which lasted 
several hours. Slept tolerably well. 

sgth. The catheter was passed at half 
past eleven o'clock, a. m. Severe pain on 
die bladder ; the fistula under the scrotum 

VOL. in. M 
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much swelled ; at five o'clock the pain on 
the bladder increased, attended with irrita- 
tion on the penis, extending all over thein- 
eguments of the pubes ; at twelve o'clock 
at night the abscess burst, and discharged 
some matter and urine ; nevertheless I 
was relieved at six o'clock in the morning. 
During the attack the pulse ver}" frequent, 
and general irritation. 

30th. The catheter was not passed; the" 
pain on the bladder was very severe for 
thirteen hours, attended with spasm at the 
root of the penis. I took a bath at two 
o'clock ; the abscess was very much reliev- 
ed, but I felt afterwards the pain on the 
bladder and penis more distinctly, A very 
restless night ; made water with straining 
from the bladder and the rectum. 

gist. The catheter was passed at half 
past eleven o'clock, a, m. ; soon after pain 
tame on the bladder ; at two o'clock took 
a bath ; at seven, p. m., I felt a severe pain 
under the frsnum extending along the pe- 
nis ; in every other respect much the same as 
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jrmterAay. Now J. dearly uiukrstnd dm 
nrjr diief complaint lies in the bladder^ / j 
. Jaa; ist^ 1804. 1, took two purging pitti at 
twb o'clock in the morning ; 5oon afteir I Cak' 
Che bladder and penis easier ; had three mo^ 
tioQsin the morning ; at eleven o'clodc» a« m 
tbck pain on the bladder returned, attended 
with some uneasiness upon the penis i at (Mt 
o-clock, P. u.y I introduced an opium tmfh 
pository into the anus^ the rectum was so 
instated and> contracted, that I h^ld mttch 
pljii^ to get it in ; neverthelete I i>ilcbieeded, 
and had relief very soon after ;• at ^evto 
o'^doek i felt a soreness oti thtf bhidder» 
afid could not make water ; fortunately tlhi^ 
laited but a few minutes, et j'ai fkt& qmtte 
txibr la jour, (it was at the usual hour of 
(he spasm's return ) ; the fistulae were vefy 
tranquil, and discharged a great quahtfiy of 
urine and mucus after making water. Good! 
bight's rest. 
• ad. The catheter was passed at eleven 
O'clock, A. M. ; severe pain upon the bladder 
V6ry sOoii after ; I introduced a suppository^ 
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and was relieved in a short time. At one 
o'clock had a motion, which brought away 
most part of the opium ; at four o'clock the 
irritation upon the bladder returned, and was 
very violent ; half an hour after I introduced 
another pill, as the former was thrown out 
from the anus with some mucus, while mak- 
ing water ; this pill, which remained two 
hours in the anus, was but very little dimi- 
nished in size, which accounts for the con- 
tinuance of the irritation ; it is hardly ne- 
cessary to say, that I introduced the pill 
again, but with little benefit, for I was suf- 
fering extremely till one o'clock, a. m., 
when I experienced some relaxation in the 
parts, and got a Uttle sleep towards morning. 
3d. From eleven, a. m., to four o'clock, 
p. M., violent pain on the bladder, then two 
hours of relief; afterwards the irritation 
came on the penis and the root of the penis, 
extending to the scrotum and the integu- 
ments of thepubes; returned again upon 
the bladder, and lasted till very late in the 
liight. At one o'clock, a. m., I 
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s m ine m 
had an ■ 



ftfimOATlOlf OF INCURABLE OISBAMM. 1^5 

uncommon secretion of urine ; made water 
every quarter of an hour for two hours, 
with unpleasant sensations on the bladder, 
which could not readily contract itself^ta 
expel the urine^ notwithstanding an inces* 
sant indination to make water. This sy mp* 
tom^ which I have often experienced for 
these two years, I have been prevented 
mentioning by my inability to make my- 
self well understood. Slept welL 

4th. The catheter was not passed. At 
noon the irritation returned on the bladder; 
I introduced the suppository ; at half past 
one o'clock, p. m., had a motion, which 
brought away most part of the pill ; at half 
past six I introduced another pill; was much 
relieved, and made water every two hours; 
at ten o'clock drank a large tumbler of 
marsh-mallows decoction and milk ; I felt 
cold immediately between the shoulders, 
with such a drowsiness that I remained an 
hour, my head reclined on my hand, in a 
kind of torpidness, unable to utter a single 
word. I went to bed at eleven o'clock, and 
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remained two hours longer in the same state. 
I was very thirsty afterwards, tlie pulse low 
and frequent ; continued to make water 
every two hours. Slept very well towards 
morning. 

5th. The catheter was not passed. At 
eleven o'clock a clyster of a decoction of 
marsh-mallows was administered ; had a 
lax motion, and was relieved of some pain 
I had upon the bladder; an hour after had 
another motion, very lax ; made water with 
great ease, and felt myself pretty well. At 
half after two another motion. My bow- 
els being so relaxed is to be attributed to 
the opium, and perhaps to the change of 
the weather. At three o'clock, p. m., un- 
easiness came upon the bladder ; I intro- 
duced a suppository and was perfectly re- 
lieved ; from nine to eleven o'clock had 
several fits of languor and perturbation, 
with partial sweating. A very good night's 
rest; the abscess very tranquil. 

6th. Uneasiness on the bladder from ele- 
ven to three o'clock, p. m., when I intro- 
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diieed t)ie«up|»9»t0rysimd was reliev^^ 4000 
after. Wm purged naturally in the morniQg* 
Went to ]>ed at okie o'clock, and fell, asleep 
anomafter, which haa not happened to mft 
fm these two years; of course a good 
Bight's rest. 

• 7th. From eleven, a> m.^ to eight o'clock, 
f#M«, had several motbns, very lax, wkh 
anae burning at the anus ; one of the fis^ 
tuiss ai little swelled ; uneasiness upon the 
bladdeir ; * made water every hour } much 
general perturbation and uneasiness* At 
eight a'clock the pain considerably incr^uied 
at the root of the penis, when I introduced 
a auppository, and was immediately per<» 
ffctky rd^ived. Good night's rest. 
...ii is to be observed, that the fits on the 
bladder or the penis retuvn always at regu^i- 
Jar hours ; the first fit betwixt eleven and 
twdve in the morning, the second fit, which 
iioinmonly is much more severe than the 
knoaer, between seven and eight o'olck:k, 
r» M., and lasts till three o'clock, a. m. . 
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fortunately this second fit is now prevented, 
or readily relieved by the suppositories. 

8th. Had three motions, very lax, from 
eleven o'clock, a. m., to three o'clock, p. m. 
At half an hour after three had a clyster 
administered, and soon after introduced the 
suppository ; very severe pain had come 
upon the bladder two hours before, and 
was readily relieved by the opium pill ; not 
the least appetite; tlie abscess near the 
anus much swelled. Good night's rest. 

9th. Great disorder in my bowels the 
whole day. At six o'clock, p. m., the irri- 
tation was violent on the penis, and gradu- 
ally increased to an insufferable height; at 
eight o'clock I introduced the suppository, 
and was completely relieved in a short time. 
Tolerably good night. 

loth. The looseness stopped At seven 
o'clock, p. M., the the irritation returned on 
the penis, and was relieved by the suppo- 
sitory ; made water every hour ; a little 
more appetite than for some days past ; the 



atMoess not troublesome; though swelled.. 
Good night's rest. 
- lith. Hie same account as yesterday. 

lath. At three o'clock, p m., a clyster 
\ns ^ administered, which brought away a 
few hard fasces, but immediately produced 
irritation upon the bladder ; at five o'clock 
ititroduced the suppository ; the fistula un-< 
der*the scrotum much swelled ; made water 
oftener and with more difiiculty than for 
these eight days; not the least appetite; 
niuchgeneral uneasiness ; no irritation in 
^e evening, but more difiiculty in making 
water. Slept well. 

' igtlu At one o'clock, p. m., a clyster wai 
adnunistered, which brought away a cojnous 
stool ; at three o'clock had a bath ; at four 
introduced the suppository; at seven had 
a faintness, with cold sweat; two hours 
elapsed before I was perfectly recovered* 
A good night's rest, with a moderate per- 
spiration ; made water every half an hour ; 
the fistula under the scrotum consideraUy 
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diminished, and most part of the urine 
passed through it. 

14th. At eleven o'clock, a. m., the cathe- 
ter was passed ; at two a clyster was ad- 
ministered ; at six the suppository was in- 
troduced. Yesterday the call to make water 
was every half hour, this day the interval 
was an hour and half, and oftener two 
hours; no sensation upon the bladder after 
the catheter was passed. After dinner I 
felt myself a httle uneasy and weak ; half 
an hour after I had so much recovered 
myself as to be able to read some pages of 
Ossian, which I did with great pleasure. 
Not so costive as I should naturally have 
imagined from the use of opium. A good 
night's rest. 

15th. At twelve the catheter was passed, 
and produced irritation in the fistula under 
the scrotum,which was considerablyswelled; 
yet, 35 the fistula remained open, it did not 
produce pain ; made water with more diffi- 
culty and oftener than yesterday, the inter- 
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terday, the inter- M 



vabiietwixt the tinea qC making w^rpgUi 
exceeding an hour. My appetite is .r^r* 
turned;'^ h9ftd )f^s affected by the opiuniy 
\f hioh nevertheless continues to relieve m^ ' 
powerfully; no sediment; froqi the. urine;, 
the body open. Introduced th? suppository 

aj five o'clock, p. M. 

• • ' ".■■■' 

• j|6th, At eleven o'clock. At m.* the fratb^-* 
tfjT i$ras passed ; the fistulae swelled afteif ibi^ 
introduction, and v^ere painful every tune; 
I ma4e yrater. My bowels disordered^ 
hs^ ^ree motions, very lax, with, eholicj: 
tb»^ h9t motion was attended with wpaKw 
aesS;And perspiration. I left off the marsh?^ 
mallows decoction entirely.. At five p'clocK 
I iptrod^c^d , the suppository ; a w^airiness 
and languipr about me, which sent me :Iq 
bed before seven o'clock. A confused and 
dlfitiyrbed sleep, with unpleasant dreams i 
no^ni^terial change between the intervals of 
makifig water, 

17th. The catheter was not passed^ At 
ooeo'docki ?• m./ pulse one hundred a mi^ 
nute I the abscess rnuch irritated and swelled; 
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the urine passing through the fistula near 
the anus, gave great pain every time I made 
water; no appetite at all, and the same 
looseness as yesterday. I went to bed at 
seven o'clock, with a great deal of uneasi- 
ness and perturbation, and was so disturbed 
that I forgot the opium at its proper time; 
I did not introduce a suppository till after 
midnight ; and half of this pill being found 
upon my shirt in the morning, accounts for 
my not having received the benefit I had 
before done. Exceedingly a^tated the 
whole night; fortunately the bladder did 
not participate, and continued as tranquil as 
since the use of the opium. 

i8th. At twelve o'clock had a bath for 
an hour; after which had a motion, not 
lax ; at two o'clock went to bed ; at three 
ate a rice pudding with pleasure ; at six 
introduced the suppository j at seven I made 
water with less difficulty and pain ; I got 
up, and was able to write a few lines. At 
nine returned to bed a little drowsy; 
quiet, but yet could not sleep till after 



I 



; was M 
r four I 
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o^plock in the morning. Good refreshing 
feit for aix hours. 

How happy should I deem myself if this 
quietness were the consequence of some 
Improvement in my healthy and not the vio« 
knt action of opium. I compare myself to 
a starving beggar who, in the delusions of 
a dream, sits at a splendid dinner, and crams 
his b^Uy with dainties ; he awakes — more 
hungry than ever. It is exactly my case 
with my ^ood friend opium. 

. iptk Had a bath; after which the ab- 
scess discharged some pus mixed with urine. 
I considered this as a beginning of relax* 
ation in these parts, and imagined that the 
irritation would soon subside; but how 
m9rtified I was at six o'clock, on feeling a 
mpst vblent pain on the penis after making 
water ; the pulse very frequent. I intro- 
duced the suppository, being in bed, and 
was quickly relieved; nevertheless I <?ould 
gi^t no sleep till after four o'clock in the 
morning. The abscess under the scrotum 
continued swelled and hard. 
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aoth. After breakfast I felt uneasiness 
on my stomach, with difficiihy of breathing ; 
at one o'clock, p. m. had a bath ; the abscess 
continued to be swelled ; the pulse very 
frequent and irregular; no appetite; at five 
o'clock had a clyster administered, and soon 
after felt uneasiness upon the bladder, a 
symptom I commonly experienced after a 
clyster ; at six o'clock I introduced the 
suppository, and was very soon relieved ; 
went to bed after eleven o'clock, and did 
not enjoy any refreshing sleep till after 
four in the morning. Though I am mate- 
rially relieved by the opium, yet it did not 
overcome the periodical irritation ; it does 
no more than lessen and palliate the symp- 
toms ; in the meantime I feel myself declin- 
ing every day. 

filst. Some pus and mucus from the 
urine ; short breath ; the pulse low and 
frequent ; uneasiness upon the bladder ; at 
three o'clock had a bath ; after the bath 
the pulse remarkably temperate ; after four 
o'clock the pain upon the bladder became 
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Vttff tfoitbletome ; Md ffloM ftoiri my int^ 
ftffai^s^aft wBtit of dppetite> I could not 
«ftt thy dinner ; at five o'dock I introduced 
tikfe sttppOsitdry; within less tlian forty 
isiiftitttes I Dfiftde water four times in a good 
iHim.tAy and in a greater proportion eaoh 
Ikiii^ than I commonly do at much longet' 
!Al!irValft; it is likely to be attributed to the 
l^ey<s being afleeted by the optum ; aftei^ 
wsa*ds I made water every hour in a pt«tty 
good stream until one o'clock in the momi- 
ing, when I began to make water very 
<^n, With difficulty and pain upon the blad- 
der, and a kind of embarraaament in the 
imegutnents of the pubea. Slept well to^ 
wards morning. 

' itsd. in the morning I had some un6»- 
^ness upon the bladder. At twelve o'clock 
I wentbi a coach to Hyde Park Comer, and 
vetumed without stopping ; I was pretty 
^sy and comfortable in going, but on-comb- 
ing back I felt much uneasiness upon the 
bladder. > 

T-hough unw*ell» i had nothing particu- 
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larly distressing until a few minutes after 
the departure of Mr Home. I felt a se- 
vere pain upon the bladder ; no appetite at 
ail. At four o'clock I introduced the sup- 
pository; was very soon relieved, and made 
water in a good stream. I now suppose 
there is little or no doubt of my bladder 
being dreadfully diseased. I had sound 
and refreshing sleep ; an interval of three 
hours once intervened betwixt the times of 
making water ; I usually urined every two 
hours. 

agd. At twelve o'clock I went out, and 
walked about two hours without the least 
inconvenience ; on my return I did not feel 
fatigued, and my spirits were a little re- 
vived. Nothing unpleasant the whole day; 
yet the attack returned on the abscess at 
six o'clock, p. M., but was very slight, and 
readily subsided after the suppository was 
used. Regular intervals of two hours be- 
twixt the times of making water. Good 
night's rest. 

As yet-my appetite is not returned ; 



I 

ned ; but H 
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i probably to be attributed to my drinking' 

nction of marsh-m:illovvs before dinner; 

Ed I carniot help it, being very thtrsty iti 

i moming. 

rl now feel the alleviating effect of opiuinj 
^lout experiencing the langtior, pertut^ 
bation, qualms, drowsiness, &c. it producefl 
in the beginning. 

►■B^th. At half past twelve o'clock I went 
[j the end of Piccadilly, and in returning 
1 stopped an hour and a half in a coffee 
house ; when I got home I was quitte fa- 
tigued and uneasy ; not the least appetite, 
fever came oh in the night, attended wirfi 
profuse perspiration and restlessness: Ats 
general irritation in the constitution pre- 
hted tlie local spasm upon the diseased 
rts, which were so tranquil as not to re- 
tire the Use of the suppository. In tire 
bming made water every two hours, in 
evening every hour, and sometimes 
tener. 

r85tb. Very early in the morning 1 toc& 
) purging pills: they operated the whole 

I VOL. III. N 
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day, and produced about ten motions: a 
little better appetite than for some days 
past. Had the usual attack of irritation in 
the evening, but not such as to require the 
assistance of opium. A profuse perspiration 
'n the night ; much restlessness, and fre- 
quency in making water ; the pulse very 
irregular and quick. 

-, 26th, At six o'clock in the morning had 
a violent spasm upon the diseased part of 
the urethra ; introduced a suppository, and 
was relieved soon after. At twelve o'clock 
I walked up Sackville-street, and stopped 
an hour and a half at Mr. Rotton's shop ; 
afterwards I went down Piccadilly, and re- 
turned home, without being fatigued or 
having made water, but never were my 
spirits more depressed; not the least appe- 
tite. In the morning two hours interval 
betwixt the times of making water; an hour 
only in the evening. At nine o'clock at 
night a slight partial head-ache. At half 
past ten I went to bed, and felt some cold ; 
I had a little fever and profuse perspiration 
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the whole night No doubt I caught cold 
on Tuesday morning. 

17th. At five o'clock in the morning had 
a spasm on the diseased part of the urethra, 
as yesterday ; it lasted more or less violent 
until half past twelve o'clock at noon ; then, 
being no longer able to endure the pain, I 
introduced a suppository, and was but im- 
perfectly relieved, most part of the pill 
having been thrown out some time after in 
straining to make water; no appetite; the ' 
same feverish indisposition in the night; 
my spirits extremely depressed. Indifferent 
night. 

s8th. At ten o'clock, a. m., I rose and 
was pretty wel! ; but soon after breakfast I 
had a great irritation in my stomach, and 
within three hours had three very copious 
motions, with uneasiness upon the bladder ; 
my pulse frequent and irregular, and an 
uncommon lowness of spirits. In this 
troublesome state I continued for six ' 
hours. At half past four o'clock, p. m., in- 
troduced the suppository ; at half past five 'J 
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the irritation in my stomach was much re- 
lieved, and I ate some meat. 

Yesterday the abscesses discharged a 
great quantity of pus and urine on ray shirt, 
and to-day they are close and dry. In the 
night some straining in making water* and 
most part of the urine passed through the 
orifices of the fistulas. Good night's reat. 

29th. The urine passed with difficulty 
through the natural channel ; made water 
oftener than for some days past, except in 
the morning, when 1 several times retained 
my urine for two hours. I introduced the 
suppository at four o'clock, p. m. ; the ab- 
scesses were very painful during the night 
every time I made water. Good night's 
rest. 

gpth. At eleven o'clock, a. m., the cathe- 
ter passed with difficulty; severe pain from 
the fistulae every time t made waterj and 
they discharged blood. 

The most distressing perplexity of mind 
and uneasiness of body the whole day, with 
great irritation in my stomach, wind, and 
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pain in my back, &c, ; made water by dropi9y 
and almost every forty-five minutes. Al 
o'clock at night I introduced the sup- 

itory; was a little relieved from ttm 
^neral uneasiness, but the same fre^juency 
and difficulty in making water continued all 

;ht. Slept well towards momiog. 



il dare say, I had not a small share of 
itude and patience as long as 1 contem- 
plated that my sufferings would terminate 
in a perfect recovery, or at least in a com-> 
fortable state of health ; but ever since this 
flattering prospect is over, that my ailments 
are daily increasing, the symptoms mora 
complicated, and my constitution gradually 
declining ; ever since, I say, my depressed 
mind has sunk into gloomy and naelancholy 
thoughts, sometime bordering on despair* 
Not to be suspected of exaggerating ray 
■essing situation, as patients commonly 
will in a few words state my case at 
^stands at present. 
My bladder is very contracted and 
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irritated, having so long exerted a super-* 
natural action to void its contents by a too 
narrow channel; the urethra has been made 
pervious by the means of the caustic, but 
has remained extremely irritable, and apt 
to contract again, the surrounding parts of 
the stricture and chiefly the narrowed space 
between the second and third stricture be- 
ing callous, hard, unyielding, and rigid, on 
account of frequent inflammations. The 
urine passing over and oftener through the 
internal orifices of the fistula produces 
irritation ; irritation is also produced by 
passing the catheter, notwithstanding the 
dexterity of the hand which manages it. 
Besides, the aflections of the bladder and the 
urethra have a sympathetic and reciprocal 
influence upon one another, and each of them 
upon several parts of the constitution. 

From these causes, which are the effects 
of antecedent disease, proceed the distress- 
ing and multifarious symptoms under which 
I at present labour. Now, what degree of 
confidence can 1 repose on the permanent 
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dilataljon iof the canal, when every step-to 
attain that point (which is the sine qud mm) 
is. attended with some untoward circum- 
stances? The catheter cannot be passed 
tlu^ days together without producing, vio-. 
lent local pain, or irritation upon the blad«, 
defeat one time the canal is so contracted, 
that the catheter cannot pass ; at another, 
the catheter meets with one of the internal 
orifices of the fistulas, and brings on irri- 
tation in the abscess. 

« If these attempts have been hitherto un- 
supQessful, when my constitution wjis soun4 
a^d strong, what is now. to be expected 
from an exhausted frame ? But suppose, by 
pvifcseverance on my part and the skill of 
Mn Home, we should succeed in planing, 
the rcahal, curing the .fistula?, &c.— it may 
happen that the bladder might be rendered 
more irritable than before, as is stated in 
the Works of Mr. Home, to be the . case, in 
disorders of the urethra connected with a 
diseased bladder. Indeed, a rational fear 
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may be entertained of my bladder being' 
irretrievably injured ! ! 

What I may confidently depend upon is, 
that Mr. Home will ease and soften i»y 
sutFerings, if any possible chance of a cure 
be yet left to human genius, abilities, and- 
experience, never so conspicuously blendetJ 
together as in that eminent and truly great 
Practitioner. 



31st. The catheter was not passed. The 
same symptoms as yesterday, except at 
seven o'clock, p. m., when I had a severe 
attack of irritation on the penis, which wa» 
relieved by ihe suppository. I could not 
sleep till after four o'clock in the morning. 

February 1st. The catheter was passed 
at eleven o'clock ; an hour and a half after 
I made water with great ease, and was maf* 
terialjy relieved. At five o'clock^ p. m.» 1 
I felt a severe irritation on the penis, late* 
rally extending to the integuments of the 
pubes, together with some uneasiness on ths 
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biftddar. I intfothjced the suppcwttory; wa» 
relieved of the great irritation on thft penis/ 
but the ophim did not prevent the frocjuancy 
atid cUfiiculty in making water and tile pain 
at the root of the penis, which are the faifh- 
ful attendants upon the periodical irritation. 
Less general uneasines, and less spasm iiV 
my stomach ; good spirits. Nevertheless! 
1 could get no sleep tJU after four o'clock 
in the morning. A little fever before noon; 
tile pulse very low. 

fid. The catheter was not passed ; Iha 
pulse frequent and low. Had a bath at two 
o'clock, p. M. ; pulse better after the bath, 
and felt myself less irritated; had three co- 
pious motions in the evening. The irrita- 
tion upon the neck of the bludder returned 
at half past nine ; I introduced the supposi- 
tory, and was relieved soine time after ; 
made water very often, with difficulty— no 
stream at all. Indifferent night ; an un- 
common degree of despondency of mind ; 
^■Bfe urine deposited a very thick glttey 
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sediment, but not in a great proportion ; 
Tery little appetite. 

3d. Alas! nearly the same melancholy 
account as the preceding days ! thick and 
gluey matter deposited from the urine. At 
twelve o'clock went out, and walked down 
to a coffee-house in Piccadilly; drank a cup 
of chocolate, read the newspapers, and re- 
turned home. I was out an hour and a 
half, and remained full two hours without 
making water. During this time I felt 
nothing particularly distressing, and yet I 
was quite uncomfortable. When at home, 
the uneasiness and languor about me in- 
creased ; I felt a little cold between the 
shoulders ; the pulse frequent and low-^ 
spirits lower ; no appetite. 1 made water 
regularly every hour, the first time ex- 
cepted, but by drops, and with straining. 

At five o'clock the usual irritation on the 
penis returned, and a suppository was re- 
sorted to. It is to be observed, that since 
the month of May last, I had not been liable 



to^ iocih viplent kritadon on the penis as 
during these few weeks. I got some sleep 
after five io'clock in the morning. 

4^.: At eleven o'clock, a. m.^ the cathe- 
ter was passed beyond the last stricture, 
but^was intentionally withheld from passing 
in^;the bladder. I made water with less 
difficulty and ^Idomer than the day be- 
fcve ; I , had a pretty good appetite, and. 
dva&k.two small glasses of red wine. At 
fixe o'iiock I introduced the suppository, 
wiuch greatly relieved the irritation on the, 
pfH^ ; ^ was very easy till eleven o'clock, 
wiii^nl went to bed with some pain in my. 
b^ck, on the penis and the bladder; thb. 
ui|iea«ne9s lasted about an hour, and went 
off.: ' Exceedingly good night's rest ; and I. 
shoitldrhaye slept two hours more .with a 
good ideal, of satisfaction, had I not beea 
obliged to.rise at nine o'clock* 

5th,^At half past eleven, a^ m., the cathe- 
ter was passed, as yesterday. I experience 
gl«at. benefit from this, new mode of pro- 
ceeding ;: no irritation on. the abscesses. ; 
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better stream, and more facility in making" 
water. ' 

My bowels were extremely disordered f 
I had two or tliree motions, with vio- 
lent cholics, and profuse perspiration ; F 
was so weak and tired that I went to be<f 
at twelve o'clock at noon. At four o'clock 
I got up and ate some ditmer with more 
appetite than I could imagine; but soon 
after I felt general uneasiness and anxiety, 
and went to bed. At six o'clock was much 
distressed in going to stool, and a severe 
pain came on my back ; head very disturbed, 
and bordering upon delirium. At eight 
o'clock I introduced the suppository ; at 
half past eight had a slight perspiratioi*, 
and- was so much relieved that at nine 
I got up, wrote for half an hour, and read 
till after twelve o'clock with an uncommon 
degree of comfort. Slept very well. Gela 
s'appelle un etat vaporeux ou le mal des 
jolies femmes. 

6'th. At half past eleven the catheter waas 
passed. [ immediately after felt pain i» 
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Qijikuzky.and aligbt uneasiness upon tha 
bladder; made water with some difficulty 
and strainings and ofcener than yesterday ; 
the abscess a little swelled. At half past 
fiva 0'doek) p. m»> the irritation came on, 
tod I introduced the. suppositoty ; I con-» 
tinuisfd to make water for some time^ with 
•triiningin the rectunw-*the stream very 
MMdK Neverthftlete good night's rest^ 
vTlh. At twelve o'dock the catheter Wes 
paasedyjmd: produced an immediate pain iit 
mfhAdky which lasted the whole day, to« 
giwher ifl4th aomd uneasiness on the bladder. 
MadA ivat«r every hour, or halF ail hour-^ 
very 4SjmU- atrean ; the abscess sWeUetf. 

* 

Bthn iiVa o'clock, p. m., the iriritadah 
(ttiAd4Mi chd* bladder, th6^ penls^ and back, 
wilh j^at violence, and lasted more than 
three hours, notwithstanding the supposi- 
tbfy was introduced. Every time I made 
iMtefr I felt considerable pain by the urine 
passmg through the abscess near the anus. 
'Wltat a diflference concerning the abscessea 
«tid tkefriqueney of making ifirater betweeil 
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this account and that of the 5th ! During 
the night uneasiness on the bladder, and 
local pain upon the callous part of the ure- 
thra. Slept well towards morning. 

8th. At half past eleven the catheter was 
passed; uneasiness upon the bladder; the 
abscesses less troublesome than yesterday; 
made water with less straining, and a little 
seldomer. To prevent the return of the 
irritation I introduced the suppository at 
three o'clock, p.m.; I was indeed much 
less distressed by the periodical irritation, 
though at eight o'clock I felt some pain 
upon the bladder, also In my back, but not 
such as on the preceding days. — It is ne- 
vertheless to be observed that the oi^um 
suppository does not relieve the bladder, as 
the penis and the other parts, when irri- 
tated. Slept well. 

, 9th. At half past eleven the catheter was 
passed, and the diseased parts were ex- 
tremely tender ; between three and seven 
o'clock I made water but twice, and with 
the greatest facility; afterwards it was with 
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much pain and straining. It is needless to 
observe how mortified I was at this rapid 
change ! I also felt pain in the abscesses 
and the bladder, though I had introduced 
the suppository several hours before. No 
return of pain in my back. Tolerably good 
night's rest. 

10th. At half past eleven the catheter 
was passed, and got beyond the curve of 
the urethra. Exactly the same symptoms 
as yesterday. 

nth. At the usual hour the catheter was 
passed, the parts were extremely tender. - 
After the introduction of the catheter I re- 
mained two hours and a half without mak- 
ing water; afterwards I was much troubled 
with uneasiness in my bowels, and frequent 
ineffectual inclination of going to stool. I 
had a very copious motion, with violent 
cholic, at five o'clock. Af>er dinner I felt 
severe pain in my stomach, with general 
uneasiness. The disorder in my bowels 
having obliged me to postpone the inlro- 
diiCtian of the suppository, I was seized 
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about Six o'clock with a violent pain in my 
b«ck and upoiitiie penis; I tlien introduced 
the suppository, and was not perfectly re* 
lieved tiil two hours after, except a kind of 
faintness in ray stomach, which complaint 
ever attends the use of the suppository. 
Made water every hour, and someCimei 
ofterier; the abscesses not irritated. At 
three o'clock, a. m., took two purging pilla. 
12th. At half past eleven the catheter 
was passed, and got through the callous 
part of the urethra with great ease ; yet the 
parts are very tender. The purging pilU 
had very little effect till one o'clock ; I had 
violent cholic, and burning pain in the anus* 
Betwixt two and four o'clock I eKperienced 
an uncommon degree of general uneasiness, 
and my hands and feet were extremely 
cold— it is the case almost every day. At 
four o'clock I introduced the suppositoi*^, 
and some time after vras well enough to 
eat a comfortable dinner. At eleven 
o'clock went to bed much fatigued ; made 
water every hour in a small stream j the 



I 
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abscesses not irritated. V^ry good night's 
rest 

13th. The catheter was passed as usual ; 
nothing particular occurred. 
'14th. The catheter was passed at eleven 
o-clock. I immediately. felt pain in ray back, 
M^ich lasted several hours ; made water 
regularly every hour. At half past three 
o'clock, p. M., I introduced thq suppository, 
which prevented the return of the periodi- 
oil irritation ; but I was much troubled by 
a- kind of faintness in my stomach. Very 
drowsy^ all the day ; much affected by the 
frosty weather ; the abscesses not trouble- 
some; thick glary sediment from the urine 
-i^thcre is more or less of it every day, 
though it is not always mentioned in my 
jtwamal. Slept very well. 

. 15th. I rose with head-ache, which lasted 
more than twelve hours, and considerably 
increased towards evening. I was chilly 
the whole day, and suffered extremely from 
thp frost. The catheter was passed as usual. 
At- four o'clock I dined with pretty good 
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appetite ; but soon after I felt much diffi- 
culty in breathing, and was almost choaked. 
At three o'clock I had introduced a suppo- 
sitory ; an hour after most part of the pill 
was tlirowii out in straining to make water, 
and the rest was, I suppose, brouglit away 
by a copious motion soon after. The irrita- 
tion in my stomach gradually increased to 
an insufferable height from nine o clock 
at night to one; my skin was burning, the 
pulse frequent and irregular, and my mind 
in great perturbation. Had I been able to 
promote a perspiration, I am sure I should 
have been very soon relieved ; but my skin 
continued very dry, and the head-ache had 
not subsided. At one o'clock I introduced 
another suppository : half an hour after I 
felt relief, and slept tolerably well towards 
morning. During tiie whole of the attack 
I made water regularly every hour. I for- 
got to mention a sore throat, and much 
wind in my stomacii. 

That these symptoms, and some others, 
related as they have occurred, proceed from 
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a diseased, a very diseased bladder, there is, 
I am afraid, little doubt to be entertained^— 
^ga, little hope of recovery. Thusr the 
experience and skill of the most humane 
Surgeon, who bestovred the same care upon 
me as if I were his brother, and all my pa- 
tience and fc»rtitude in so long a trial, will 
be bafiied by the intenseness and obduracy 
<^ my complaint. Nevertheless, I shall die 
with the same sense of devotion, friendship, 
and gratitude to Mr. Home, as if I had been 
perfectly cured. I am exceedingly sorry 

to be now deprived of any means My 

wife and children will do for me .... . 

i6th The catheter was not passed. 
Slight head-ache and irritation in my sto- 
mach till five o'clock in the evening, when 
I had a gentle perspiration and was relieved 
of both. At six o'clock I introduced the 
su|^sitory, and was free from the usual 
return of irritation ; I had only a kind of 
faintness in my stomach, which is always 
the effect of the suppository ; pretty good 
appetite; made water every hour. Slept 
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well ; the abscesses not troublesome ; now ■ 
and then the stream good, but never full, 
nor the anterior parts of the urethra in a 
perfect state of relaxation. 

17th. The head-ache did not return; 
some slight uneasiness upon the bladder^ 
and made water almost every half an hour' 
during the day; wind in my stomach.- 1 
Dined with a very good appetite ; but soon' 
after I felt pain and irritation in my stomach. 
I went to bed, and drank a cup of tea; I' 
had before introduced the suppository: with-i 
in half an hour a gentle perspiration carae' 
on, and I found myself very well. I got' 
up at seven o'clock, p. m., and did not re- 
turn to bed till after twelve o'clock. Slept- 
tolerably well. Catheter was not passed. ' 
18th. I rose with much general uneasi-- 
ness, and was chilly the whole day ; I was' 
a little oppressed, and chiefly after dinner. 
I'-At five o'clock, p.m., I introduced the sup-* 
Fpository and went to bed; an hour and half' 
rafter I got up, more easy, and spent the^ 
fcvening, till twelve o'clock, in reading and- 
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cheerful conversation with some friends. 
Made water most commonly every hour ; 
liad pain^ in the abscesses during the night 
every time I made water. 

lam as much affected by cold weather 
as a thermometer exposed in the open air; 
all the changes of temperature are strongly 
marki^d upon my constitution. I long for the 
spring, as the only time I can expect any 
permanent relief. 

Ev^ry morning my bowels are uneasy 
and disordered ; I always have one, two, 
and sometimes three motions^ very lax, 
with cholic; I am, too, much troubled with 
wind. Both these effects are produced, I 
think, by the opium suppository, as well as 
une def alliance d'estomac I have every even- 
ing. • I had several hours sleep, and was 
much refreshed by it in the morning. 

19th. I was tolerably well till half past 
two o'clock, p. M., when I began to spit out 
a great quantity of phlegm ; and I felt such 
an appetite, or rather greediness, that I 
asked in a hurry for my dinner : I ale some 
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atop and cold veal with (^easure, and drank 
two small glasses of red wine. Some time 
after I felt my stomach of^ressed, and was 
extremely uneasy ; I was relieved by a few 
cu^j& of tea. At half past four o'clock I in- 
traduced the suppository, and soon after I 
had occasianzl defmllance in my stomacb, 
more troublesome than usual. It is to be 
observed, that I have had a sore throat for 
several days, and that it is more painful 
ftom^ime^ than at others ; in this attack it 
wajs v^ry sore* At first I attributed my sore 
throat to catching cold ; but now I fear it is 
symptomatic too of the irritation in my sto- 
mach ; thi5 abscesses considerably swelled. 
A very good night's rest. 

aoth. Slight and occask)nal uneasiness 
«ix)n the bladder for several hours. At 
half past three o^clock, p.m., a clyster was 
administered, and I had a motion without 
any cholic. My bowels very well for the 
first time these five or six weeks past ; the 
abscesses swelled and troublesome; but 
very slight oppression after dinner. On 
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Ad whole^ much better than the preceding 
dfijs. No chin^ in the intervrals of inak<^ 
iog water ( every, hour ) . Slept well. 

- sifit. . Much the same as yesterday. 

- sdd. The uneasiness upon the bladder 
rather increased, and the abscesses more 
and more swelled and troublesome. The 
stream of urine has become smaller than it 
has been for these twelve days ; except be* 
fiore the; usual time of the irritation coming 
Qn,l made water in a full stream but once 
only : this is very often the forerunner of 
the attack. Very bad night ; had oppres- 
9on and restlessness for several hours. 

2.gd.: At. ten o'clock, a. m., I rose much 
fatigued. At twelve the pain on the blad- 
der such, that I despaired of being able to 
remove to my new lodgings ; but in intro- 
ducing a suppository I was pretty well re- 
lieved towards two o'clock, and I removed 
here in a coach with very little inconveni- 
ehcfe. At half past five o'clock, p. m., I 
dined with some appetite ; at nine o'clock 
had general uneasiness, with irritation on 



300 STRICTURES OF LONG STANDING, THE 



the spermatic chords, extending from the 
testicles to the rim of the belly. These 
symptoms are exceedingly painful, and 
the more troublesome, as it produces in- 
cessant sensations impossible to indulge 
in ; and the least volition of mind, yet 
without any actual erection, creates severe, 
pain: fortunately this symptom does not, 
occur very often. Slept tolerably well. 

24th. The pain upon the bladder rather 
increased ; in other respects much the same- 
as yesterday. 1 

B^th. More pain on the bladder and less 
appetite than yesterday. In the evening 
the abscess under the scrotum considerably 
swelled ; the suppository did not prevent 
the pain on the bladder ; made wdter al- 
most every half an hour in the evening; 
much vexed by the cold weather. 

This is the third day since I had any 
irritation in my stomach; but this symptom 
has been succeeded by pain upon tlie blad- 
der, which will appear evident from the 
statement of the last three days. 
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' :«6th. The abscess .under the .scrotum 
much the same as yesterday ; much swelled 
and irritated ; slight dtfaillance itestamac; 
pulse frequent and irregular. Slept tolerably 
well, 

27th. The pain in my bladder did not 
come on, but the irritation in my stomach 
returned and was more severe than I had 
felt it for some days ; at the same time niy 
bowels were much disordered, and I had 
several motions attended with violent cho- 
Mc ; . iio appetite ; made water every half 
an hour, and sometimes every hour, in; a 
small stream ; the fistula continued, to. be 
swelled. Was very much relieved by the 
suppository ; and had a good night's rest. 

s8th. No irritation either upon the blad- 
der or the stomach; but at five o'clock, 
p. M., had a most violent pain in the right 
side of the penis and scrotum, which lasted 
several hours, every time I made water ; 
yet I had introduced the suppository at the 
beginning of the attack; a part of which 
having been thrown out in straining to 
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make water, I was obliged to introduce 
knbther three hours after. The stream of 
ViRne smaller than it has been for three 
fveeks. I continue to have tolerable good 
nights. 

eSth. My bowels much disordered in the 
morning ; otherwise, much the same as 
yesterday. In the evening, towards ten 
o^clock, p. M., I had such an inclination to 
make water> that I could not remain easy 
on my bed more than a few minutes ; and 
I made more water each time than I com- 
monly do though at one or two hours of 
interval: this extreme frequency lasted an 
hour and half. Afterwards I slept very 
w^l. 

March ist. 1 walked to my new lodgings 
and was not tired ; but some time after get- 
ting to my room I made water ; the urine was 
very turbid, and mixed with a great quan- 
tity of mucus and some coagulated blood ; 
the bladder very uneasy. 1 dined with a 
good appetite. Between seven and eight 
o'clock the irritation came on the bladder 
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and right side of the penis ; was relif v^^d 
by t^ suppository. At nine: o'dock I had 
amotion; immediately after I introduocd 
another suppository, jsuspecting that most 
part of the former had been thrown out. 
Was relieved in the night; had 8 gentle 
perspiration for several hours, bpt very 
little sleep. 

yd. In the morning had a glyster admi^ 
nistered, which cpade me very easy; at ope 
o'dpck walked a l|ttl@, and returned with- 
out being tired ; at two the catheter w^ 
'Pas9^d» 9nd produced no pain. I dined 
jiretty well ; hetwixt five and six o'clock 
liad the same frequency in making water 
as mentioned the day before yesterday, that 
is every ten minutes, and oftener. At six 
o'clock J introduced the suppository, and 
this incessant inclination gradually went off- 

The irritation on the penis was less than 
before ; this is to be attributed to the cathe- 
ter; whenever its use was suspended for 
a while, the first or second time it is again 
employed it always relieves the parts^ but 
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afterwards brings on more irritation and 
spasm. During the night had sore throat, 
and dijaillance in my stomach. I got a lit- 
tle sleep towards morning ; had a copious 
perspiration. 

3d. The bad weather vexed me. At 
four o'clock, p. M., had pain upon the blad- 
der, and introduced the opium suppository. 
At five made a good dinner; at seven felt 
pain on my stomach, and irritation came on 
the penis and the bladder; the pulse very 
frequent, with feeling of fever; at ten had 
pain on the right side ui the penis and above 
the pubes while making water, which lasted 
a few minutes : this attack returned several 
times with the same violence. Though 
suffering much this day, I made water at 
longer intervals than for days past. Fever, 
copious perspiration, pain in making water, 
and disturbed sleep all the night. 

4th. Was extremely affected by the bad . 
weather the whole day; and felt great pain 
on the penis and the bladder while and after 
making water. At four o'clock, p. m., I 
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introducted two small pills together, having 
received but little benefit from using only 

one yesterday; yet I did not experience 

material relief, and had great difaillance in 

my stomach. Moderate perspiration in the 

night, and slept tolerably well. 

5th. At four o'clock, p. m., had a clyster 
administered, and was much relieved of 
uneasiness in the bowels ; dined with good 
appetite j but very soon after irritation came 
on the bladder with great violence while 
making water, and lasted some time. It is 
to be observed, that for several days I have 
never been entirely free from irritation on 
the bladder every time I make water, day 
and night. At five o'clock I introduced the 
suppository, and was relieved two hours 
after; but during the attack I had profuse 
sweating and frequency in making water 
almost every fifteen minutes). I am very 
miserable indeed, and but for the opium 
pills I do not know what would become 
of me. 

^th. The attack was \qss violent than the 
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day beforey and I made water a little sel- 
domerj urine did not pass through the 
orifices of the fistuldB, which were tranquil ; 
it is Gomnioiily the case every time irrita^ 
tioli t^kes place upon the bladder, and vice 
versa. 

Prelty good app<?tite ; the pulse always 
very frequent ; uneasiness upon the bladder 
^ver>fed me from walking a little; pro- 
fuse per£ii»ration the whcde nights I had 
a good night's rest. 

7th. The attack was extremely violent 
both upon the bladder and the right side 
of the perns, extending to the integ.unfient& 
of the pubes ; this attack lasted from eleven 
o'dcJck, A. M. to three in the morning. I 
introduced three opium pills, at two and 
seven o^dock, p. m. and two o'clock a. m., 
with very little effect ; this is to be attri- 
buted to the bad quality of the opium. . A 
very restless night. I made water very 
often, that is, almost every half hour with 
extreme pain. 
8tb. At half an hour ifter two the ca- 
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t]3et0r WM pa5|ged) an4 got readily into the 
bladder ; some time after I felt pain upon 
the bladder and the penis^ yet i» a less de» 
gree than yesterday ; at seven o'clock, p. m. 
introduced two opium pills, and received 
very little benefit, though they created a 
great thirst. 

During the night pain on the bladder, 
and occasional convulsive fits on the penis^ 
extending to the feet; great soreness s^t 
the glans penis ; made water very often, vy^ith 
straining from the bladder. I could not 
get some sleep but towards morning. 

9th. Had several motions very l^te in 
the morning with colic; I experience this 
looseness of the bowels almost every day 
since I have used the opium pills ; at four 
o'clock, A. M. I introduced two small $up- 
positories ; had soitie burning at the amis, 
and defaillance at my stomach ; pain upon 
the bladder and frequency in maki^>g water ; 
notwithtanding the suppository, the pain 
on the bladder lasted ten hours. Good 
sleep in the morning 
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10th. Great pain on the bladder, which 
lasted the whole day and part of the night ; 
made water every half hour and sometimes 
every hour; introduced the suppository at 
the usual hour, but several days since I did 
not receive the same relief as before. Slept 
towards morning. 

nth. The attack upon the bladder was 
extremely violent, and considerably in- 
creased by a clyster I took at twelve o'clock 
at noon ; great irritation also on the penis;" 
for these three months, I have every day, 
more or less the same distressful symptom' 
without the least abatement ; my bladder 
must be in a dreadful state; was more re- 
lieved by the opium suppository, because 
it was of Mr. Nicholson's. Slept tolerably 
well towards morning. 

lath. At two o'clock in the afternoon, 
the catheter was passed, and produced much 
pain : very soon after it extended to the 
bladder, and was very violent ; made water 
every half hour in a small stream, and with 
straining ; about five o'clock I introduced 
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t))e suppository ; I was but little relieved, 
and my bladder continued extremely unw 
easy ; no appetite ; great thirst ; my spirits 
very low. Disturbed sleep. 

i3tb. My bowels disordered; I had a 
clyster of starch, as prescribed yesterday 
by Mr. Home ; much general uneasiness ; 
pain at the root of the penis, with difficulty 
and straining in making wateix; at three 
o'clock, P.M., introduced the suppo$itoi:y, 
and was but very little relieved ^ I suppose 
tbe„ opium pUls are too small. J $ufikred 
almQ3t. all the night, and slept only to- 
:ward?. morning. 

14th. At twelve o'clock the catheter was 
I^$ed» but did not get into the bladder; 
some time after had considerable pain upon 
the bladder, which lasted about two hours, 
and was succeeded by a violent attack of 
spasm on the body of the penis ; at three 
q'plpck I introduced the suppository, but 
the, pain continued very severe for several 
hours.; made water every half hour in a 
very small stream, and with stitiining ; for 
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these four or five clays the opium pills pro- 
duced almost no effect. Bad night's rest ; 
slept a little towards morning 

15th. Exactly the same symptoms as 
yesterday, but in a much less degree, and 
excepting the pain upon the bladder, which, 
I had not. 

i6ih. At twelve o'clock the catheter was 
passed, and produced the same violent 
symptoms as before yesterday ; so 1 refer 
to the account of that day. 

17th. Much the same as it was stated 
within these six days; no abatement in the 
irritation upon the body and at the root of 
the penis. 

I have had a sore throat for more than 
six weeks. I -am confirmed that this sore 
throat is symptomatic of the irritation upon 
the urethra or the bladder. 

18th. Much the same as yesterday. 

19th. The catheter could not be passed 
beyond the last stricture, which was much 
irritated and contracted ; besides the same 
syraptomiJ as yesterday, the change U 
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seytfre frost had aj very powerful and un- 
^IMisant Jniluence upon the general con- 
stitutioii^ and chiefly upon the diseased 
ptrt0. 

,!i0th. A violent head-ache, which lasted 
from ten o'clock in the morning until three 
o'clock next day. In the evening I had 
very cold sweats several times, and I was 
chilly the whole day ; for the rest, nearly 
the same symptoms as usually. I began 
to. sleep but not till after three o'clock in the 

m^rpvng* 

aist. Very much affected by the cold 
weather ; : my bowels disordered all the day, 
wUb ^me colic ; at three o'clock^ p.m., I 
introduced a suppository, to relieve the usual 
irritation upon the peniis and the ndghbour* 
ing'iparts ; but it was very. soon thrown out, 
and theparts continued to be very uneasy 
until tea o'clock, p. M., when I introduced 
another suppository, and wais relieved not 
only from the locatl pain, but of a chilly dis- 
po^ion^ I had till then, which I attribute 
tb the gerteral irritation of the nerves. 
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asd. More comfortable and relieved than 
I have been for several weeks past. I made 
water with less straining, and had longer 
intervals betwixt the times of making water, 
chiefly during the night ; the attack in the 
evening very slight, and was perfectly re- 
lieved by the suppository. Very good 
night's rest. 

agd. Much the same as I was yesterday. 

a4,th.. Drowsy and uneasy all the day, 
with a constant chilliness; made water 
with difficulty, and often ; at five o'clock 
I had a severe attack of spasm at the root 
of the penis ; introduced the suppository, 
and was but imperfectly relieved ; uneasi- 
ness upon the bladder. Indifferent night. 

s^th. Pain upon the bladder in the morn- 
ing, with frequency in making water, and 
general uneasiness ; at three o'clock, p. m., 
the catheter was tried, but did not pass 
beyond the last stricture, on account of se- 
veral ridges ujwn the internal surface of the 
urethra, and these ridges being irritated 
prevented the passage of the catheter ; sStes: 
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the.triallfelt severe pain on the bladder, 
wluch lasted several hours. At five o'clock 
I introduced a suppository, and was re- 
Ueve^, though I continued to feel uneasiness 
and fullness in the bladder; made water al- 
most every forty-five minutes. When at 
night the uneasiness upon the bladder be- 
gan to subside, it was succeeded by spasm 
at. the root of the penis : this lasted until 
three o'clock, a. m. Very disturbed sleep. 
26th. My bowels disordered the whole 
day, and a great part of the night ; I had 
several motions, very lax, with colic. In 
the morning, uneasiness upon the bladder, 
with general anxiety ; nevertheless though 
suiSfering much, I dined with good appetite; 
but had hardly finished, when I had a very 
isevere attack of hysterics, with perturbation 
of mind, general uneasiness, pain in my 
$tomaph, oppression, together with violent 
pain upon the bladder and the penis. I in- 
troduced the suppository, but did not receive 
any: benefit. I threw myself on my bed 
»nd burst into tears ; soon after I was a 
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little relieved — alas ! for a very short time ; 
the oppression and pain upon the diseased 
part of the urethra returned. At eleven 
o'clock, p. M., I introduced another pill ; but 
soon after it was brought away in going to- 
stool. More or less oppressed with con- 
stant and severe pain at the penis. I suf- 
fered cruelly till after six o'clock in the 
morning, when I introduced a third pill, 
and an hour after I was sufficiently relieved 
to get some sleep. During this period I 
sometimes made water at half an hour's 
interval, but oftener every ten or fifteen 
minutes. 

27th. I was pretty well in the morning ; ' 
an hour, and sometimes an hour and half 
intervened betwixt the times of making wa- 
ter. At five o'clock, p. m., had a slight op- 
pression, with uneasiness upon the diseased 
parts of the urethra ; at nine o'clock I in- 
troduced the .'Suppository. The difficulty 
of breathing lasted very late in the nighf, 
as well as the pain at the penis, but in a 
much less degree than yesterday ; tine fr 
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qfmnoy ia gfiaking water oame OB at five 
o'clock with the return of the imWiog^^ 
ia » always the case. Slept toleraidy w^U 
toiYai:<la morning. From this day I shall 
diaomtjnue the use of tea, and every kind 
of ftcid aubstance. 

fSi^th. I rose with frequent inclination to 
j^ke water, wbidi I (attributed to some un- 
ea^i^iess I felt in my bowels, and to whid* 
At three o'clock, p. m., a clyster of starch 
waa administered i a short time after gcnng 
lo etQol, I felt a violent pain upon the blad^ 
d€% which lasted about two hours. At five 
o'clock I introduced the suppository ; I ielt 
but slightly relieved of the pain which bad 
taken place at the root of the penis> and 
l^iicaisionally upon the bladden A disturbe^l 
i90d confused sleep. 

fi^th. I rose with general anxiety and 
perturbation. Betw^sen twelve and two 
o'clock I had three very copious morons, 
with <)olic. A little before three o'clock 
the general uneasiness increased, aiidwdis 
attended with severe pain upon the diseased 
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part of the urethra. I felt all the forerun- 
ners of fever, and I went to bed after in- 
troducing a suppository. Some time after 
the general uneasiness entirely subsided, but 
the pain at tiie penis considerably increased, 
and the spasm, at times, was very violent on 
these parts. It is to be observed, that the 
pain is not confined to the penis, but ex- 
tends to the lower part of the bladder, and 
the integuments of the pubes. It is particu- 
larly interesting lo observe also, that since 
the introduction of the catheter (on Sun- 
day last), the fistula were never less trou- 
blesome, though so much irritation has 
taken place in other parts. 

goth. My bowels extremely disordered 
from six o'clock in the morning till three 
o'clock, p. M., with considerable irritation at 
the anus, upon the bladder, and the penis : 
made water with great straining every half 
an hour, and sometimes every fifteen mi- 
nutes ; and I went to stool as often as I 
made water — each stool was exceedingly 
small, but very foetid. My mind as mucli 
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tftMibidd- a^d' une^ as my body. At three 
okiottk; P.M., I intrdduceld a sup^riCdrjry 
ktd'Witfain an hour was a little relieved; flC 
half t^adt seven I had a bath of an hour and 
halfi and was materially relieved ; I madci 
water with much less efK>rt, and I felt some 
relaxation^ in the bladder. But this happy^- 
stMe lasted only a few hours ; and I wto 
hardly in bed when spasm returned ^ upcM 
^ diseased part of the urethra, and was 
yery troublesome the whole flight. Very 
Curbed sleep. 

^*.gist The same symptoms of iridtaticm^ 
and the same disorder in the bowels as yta-^ 
terday. At half past one o'clock, p.m., I 
}iad a bath of an hour and half; at three 
a'clock introduced a suppository ; neithei^ 
gave me the least relief. At eight o'clock 
I had another bath of almost two hours. I 
was considerably relieved for about three 
hours; afterwards spasm returned much 
more severe on the diseased part of the 
urethra. About three o'clock, a. m., I was 
obliged to introduce another suppository, 
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but was not relieved till nearly two hours 
after. Several times I could not make 
water ; and the pain was very deep seated 
and violent at the root of the penis, in the 
integuments of the pubes, and the neigh-r 
bouring parts, extending to the bladder. I 
slept only about three hours. The urine in 
the night very turbid, and deposited a good 
deal of purulent matter. 

April ist. I rose at eight o'clock in tlie 
morning, and was pretty well until eleven, 
when spasm returned on the diseased part 
of the urethra. It is to be observed that 
this spasm is a particular symptom of the 
last week, and is hardly subdued by the 
opium pill. At half past eleven I had a bath ; 
and being relieved from the spasm while 
I was bathing, I remained there full three 
hours : from the bath I went to bed, and 
was relieved two hours more. At half past 
four o'clock I dined with pretty good appe- 
tite. At five o'clock I had a copious motion, 
with violent colic, and was like to faint 5 
at the same time the spasm returned in the 



cumi'i Mfd was very troublescfinc. At $eimi 
o'dock I had andther bath, bot K was so 
tfred 4an4 drow$y>that I could remain tvd 
longer than an hour and a quarter; the 
spasm continued-very trobbiesome, atfii^ded 
With general uneasineiss and oppression. At 
half past nine I introduced a suppository; 
some time after I was relieved.* Whenm 
bed, pain returned upon the same portion iX 
the csShal as for these eight days past, but 
without spasm. Very good rest^ towiirds 
morning. * - 

«d. At eleven o'clock, a. m., hid a mo- 
tion, which brought on pain on' the bladder; 
it subsided in a short time, and'pasfsed from 
the bladder to the urethra ; was very se- 
vere, but much more circumscribed than 
usual, and was confined to the curve of 
the urethra. It is rather extraordinary, 
but at twelve o'clock I had another mo- 
tion, which entirely relieved the canal ; and 
very soon after I felt oppression and un- 
easiness in my stomach. At two, p. m., I 
liad a bath for an hour : while bathing I 
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had pain in my back, and the oppression 
and uneasiness continued ; after the bath I 
was a httle relieved. At half past four 
o'clock I dined with appetite ; but soon aftei! 
the oppression considerably increased. I 
had another motion, and immediately after 
I felt pain in the urethra ; the portion of 
the canal covered by the scrotum was ex- 
quisitely tender and painful, but without 
spasm or convulsive irritation. At six 
o'clock I introduced a suppository, and was 
relieved ; at half past nine I had a bath for 
an hour and three quarters, and was pretty 
well in every respect, the oppression ex- 
cepted, which lasted till very late in the 
night; some time after, being in bed, I felt 
occasional soreness in the urethra. Indif- 
ferent night. 

No material change in the intervals be- 
twixt the times of making water ; some- 
times every hour — oftener every half an 
hour. 

3d. From eleven, A.M., to nine, p. m., I 
had constant uneasiness in my stomach, and,, 
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p«in in my back ; • for ttiie first time these 
several months pastil had two motions in 
the morning without colic, or anjr trouble in 
tb^ bladder and the urethra. At half past 
twelve I had a bath of almost two hours, 

* 

without any material. benefit., 
. The urine now passes sometimes through 
the canal without any impediment ; when^ 
ever that is the qisethe bladder, after voiding 
its content];, continues to act upon itself^ and 
this actipn produces great pun and the most 
unpleasant sensations in th^ lower part of 
the bladder. 

At five o'clock, p. m., I had a most vio^ 
lent attack in the bladder, extending above 

i 

the pubes ; fqrtunately, this did not take 
place but before and after making water ; 
then the pain was so violent that it seemed 
to me as if these parts were torn asunder ; 
at half past five I introduced . a suppository, 
and was relieved in the course of an hour 
and a half. During the attack I made water 
every hisilf hour, afterwards every hour ; 
at half .past eight o'clock I had another bath 
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of twohouTs; while bathing I had occasional 
pain upon the bladder, and made water 
every half hour. 

Very bad night ; constant pain upon the 
lower part of the bladder and the urethra 
all the night; distressed by such sufierings 
I was not a little surprised to find my pulse 
temperate, and my skin very cool ; this I 
attributed to the use of the baths as well as 
the improvement of my appetite. 

In the night I had more pain in the left 
side of my back. , 

4,th. No oppression, but constant pain in 
the left side of my back ; for the rest, much 
the same as I was yesterday ; took two baths 
of three hours and a quarter altogether. 

5th. No material change has yet taken 
place; the same symptoms as yesterday, 
but I believe in a little less degree ; three 
hours bathing. 

6th. The usual attack came on in the 
evening, but readily gave way to the suppo- 
sitory ; at eleven o'clock, p. m., I had patir' 
in my back, and irritation at the neck of 
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the bladder, which lasted about two hoiiF% 

% _ 

and went off; on the whole^ muich bettor 
than the days before ; good appetite ; good 
spirits ; three hours and a half bathiog* . 

7th. The irritation at the neck' ofl the 
Uadder is gradually subsidipg ; the synip^ 
toms are neither so violent nor so long cotit 
tinned as in the beginning ; the o]Mum piU 
has resumed its former efficacy^and afiords 
relief in a very short time ; this daj I did 
not use the both, on account of having 
caught cold in the night. ' . . ■ 

No sensible alteration in the quantity of 
purulent matter from the urine; totat 
change only in the oolour and thickness of 
the sediment; le pbuls developp^, mais 
t»6jours frequent. 

Stb. After breakfast I felt some heavi* 
ness in my stomach, and much uneasiness 
about me^ which I attributed to having 
caught cold the day before ; at one o'clock 
1 drank some marsh- mallows decoction^ and 
a little time after an ice cream, believing it 
would strengthen my stomach; to complete 
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my imprudence, an hour after I took my* 
powder, as usual, and dined in about halC 
an hour. 1 had scarcely drank my coffeej 
when I felt colic, and solicitation to go to: 
stool, I had two very copious motions with 
colic, sweating, and inclination to faintJ 
I had then made water with great ease, and 
without the least pain ; but very soon after 
I had a third motion, attended with mast 
violent pain upon the bladder and the penisi, 
1 introduced a suppository, and was partially 
relieved some time after; nevertheless i 
continued to be uneasy and disturbed ; and 
when I went to bed, pain came on tlie left 
side of my back and afterwards at the root 
of the penis, which lasted several hours s 
the pulse frequent and irregular. SlepC: 
tolerably well towards morning ; of course 
I did not take the powder in the evening,, 
and postponed the baths altogether ; yet 
the sediment from the urine was not worse' 
than yesterday. 

gth. Nothing particularly distressing utj- 
til three o'clock, p. m., when I had a rao^ 



M 



'MVMDATIOK OFIKCURABLE DISEASES. «5 

"violeiit attack on the bladder and the heck 
.of the bladder, and the pain was insufferable 
"whale and after making water. I introduced 
a suppository, but I did not receive the 
usual benefit from it, and I continued suf- 
fering till eight o'clock, when I had a bath 
of two hours,|ind was considerably relieved ; 
at eleven o'clock I took the powder, and 
went to bed ; very soon after I had a severe 
Bpasm at the diseased part of the urethra, 
iwiudi' lasted more than two hours; the 
tame sediment from the^tirine. 
' • 1 oth. At eleven o'clock, a. m., after going 
;(0 8fool, I felt a most severe pain on the 
Mbdder ; soon afterjt subsided, but the pain 
was felt in the penfis, and lasted \several 
kours ; at half past twelve I took a bath of 
nn hour and a half, and received but very 
little relief; at three o'clock I introduced 
the suppository, and dined some time after 
with pretty good appetite; before four 
o'clock severe pain came on the penis, and 
was almost insufferable while and after 

VOL. III. Q 
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making water, and unfortunately I was 
obliged to make water every half hour ; at 
ten o'clock, p. m., I had a bath nearly two 
hours, and was a little relieved ; when I 
went to bed I had no spasm in the penis, 
as two days before, only some uneasiness 
extending to my legs and feet ; the sedi- 
ment from the urine has become again thick 
and of a bad colour, yet no foetid smell. 

The abscess near the rectum is painful 
at times ; since yesterday, discharged some 
pus; and urine passed through the orifice of 
the fistulae while making water ; which was 
not the case since the beginning of this 
fresh inflammation. I began the use of 
salt of soda on the sixth ; at first I took the 
powder three times a day, but for these 
four days twice only, my stomach being at 
present unable to bear more of the powder. 

The pulse low and frequent. 

11th. Nejrly the same asyesterday ; ra- 
ther better ; three hours' bath ; took the 
powder. 



isMh. My bowelft much more regular } 
k«s (sediment from the unne, and less ad-^ 
heaiTe to the pot. 

At two o'clock I took a badi, and while 
halhmgl felt a slight bead«ache, which gra* 
duiaUj increased^ and wa^ very violent from 
deven o^dock, p. m. to one o'clock^ a. m. 

I had occMional short irritations in the 
penis/ and was relieved by taking a glass of 
warm wine and water with some sugar; 
the v/wA in a very small proportion. Slept 
^I^ imroduced the suppoiitory, and took 
Vlte powder as usual. 

Ijth. No head-ache, but in return I had 
* most severe attack of irntaticm in the 
penis, which the opium pill was unable to 
reBeve; after dinner I had much uneasi^ 
tiess in my stomach, which lasted until 
very late in the night, and prevented -me 
. from taking the powder; on the whole, very 
much distressed all the day and night. I 
took a bath of one hour and a half, in the 
afternoon. 

14th. Pain in my stomach, and uneasi- 
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ness the whole day. At five o'clock, p. m,, 
I felt severe pain in the penis, though I had 
introduced the suppository two hours before^ 
to prevent the irritation. The irritation in 
my stomach very much increased after din- 
ner, and lasted several hours, attended with 
intermittent sweating ; but the irritation in 
the penis continued till three or four o'clock, 
A. M. More sediment in the urine than yes- 
terday. Had a bath. 

15th. In the morning had several mor 
tions, attended with colic, weakness, and 
sweating; much uneasiness and gener4 
perturbation the whole day. At three 
o'clock I introduced a suppository, which 
did not prevent the return of irritation in 
the diseased part of the urethra ; and this 
pain lasted till a very late hour in the night. 
No bath or powder in the evening. A great 
quantity of thick sediment in the urine. 

16th. Pain in my stomach, the blad- 
der, in my back, and penis, has by turns, 
affected me, but fortunately for a very 
short time ; and on the whole I am much 
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bietter than yesterday ; less sediment in the 
Hiine, and the mktter less viscid. No bath 
or powder* 

17th. My bowels perfectly regular. At 
half past three o'clock, p. m., I introduced a 
suppository, rather to prevent than relieve 
actual irritation in the diseased parts. Soon 
after I felt uneasiness upon the bladder, and 
inclination to make water ; this lasted for 
several hours, without any pain in the pe- 
nis. At ten o'clock, while making water, 
some; drops of urine passed through the 
drifice of the fistula near the anus, and pro- 
duced acute pain ; I felt at the same time 
pain in my back, which went off soon after; 
but the pain in the abscess returned every 
time I made water, till four o'clock in the 
morning. In the course of the day I had 
slight pain in my stomach and difficulty in 
breathing. Less sediment in the urine, 
or at least much less ropy than for some 
days past. 

18th. From twelve to five o'clock I had 
several motions, without any colic or 
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effort, but each motion was attended with 
faintness, sweating, and distress ; besides I 
had constant pain in the stomach, and op- 
pression: this uneasy state lasted till after 
five o'clock, when I felt some spasm in the 
penis. I introduced a suppository, and was 
readily relieved of the general spasm in the 
penis, though my stomach was not well. { 
almost forgot to mention liaving cold feet 
and hands through the course of the day, 
and no appetite. 

At ten o'clock, p.m., after making wa- 
ter uneasiness remained in the bladder, 
being unable to empty it entirely. Th* 
same return of pain at the fistula near the 
anus as yesterday, and at the same hour. 
When I was in bed a very unpleasant spasnt 
came on my feet, and lasted more than two 
hours ; afterwards I slept well. The same 
sediment in the urine as yesterday. 

Since the suspension of the powder, or 
rather since I have left off the use of the 
soda salt, I am free from spasm on the 
internal surface of the urethra; but in 
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return I have other symptoms aknost as 
severe and distressing in other parts— and 
am far, very far from having experienced 
any permanent relief. 



In this state the patient left England for 
Martinique, saying, he wished to die in the 
bosom of his family, wrho, as well as him* 
self had, by the distresses of the Revolution, 
been reduced to poverty; and gave me this 
accurate detail of his auiferings aa a tribute 
-«^9 only one he had left to oifer for my 
at^tionp. . 
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CHAPTER XIL 

THE DISPOSITION FOR STRICTURES IN Na 
RESPECT REMOVED BY DIVIDING THEM — 
SHEWN IN CASES OF STRICTURE THAT 
REQUIRED THE OPERATION FOR THE 

STONE. 

» ■ ■ " 

Oke of the modes of ti'eating strictures iti^ 

the urethra that has been attempted to be 
brought kito use at difierent times, is^ dr- * 
viding the stricture, or cutting it out. Thiisr 
method is very plausible in theory, and se- 
veral individuals have submitted to it ; but 
it never is attended with success,, is a very 
hazardous operation in parts that have 
been long diseased, and requires a skil- 
ful hand to perform it. The causes of itS' 
failure I was never able to make out while 
I considered the disease to consist of a thick--^ 
ened doubling of a membrane ; but having: 
early in life found that the strictures divided 
in the operation for the stone, returned 
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almost constantly , I had a sufficient evidence 
of its want of success. 

Now that we are taught by Mr. Bauer, 
that a stncture is a diseased state of a mus- 
cular structure, it is evident that ndther 
division nor destruction of a small part of 
muscular fibres can be long in b^g re- 
stored, and consequently, the disease re« 
newed ; especially as the part affected is no 
otherwise diseased than being contracted.^ 
That this question may be set at rest, and 
that it may be decided that no operation of 
this kind is applicable to the effectual re« 
moval of strictures, L have given in detail 
a case, in which stricturie was the or^nal-" 
disease ; stone the consequence of it ; and 
an account of the symptoms for twenty 
ytears after the operation for the stone was 
performed. This account contains much 
useful information relative to the after treat- 
ment, when strictures have been removed 
by ciaustic ; and shews how completely both 
the bladder and urethra can recover from 
the injuries sustained by the presence of 
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both tbese calamitous diseases ; and how 
long the patient may survive without any 
return of either disease. 

I have added another case of the same 
kind, where both diseases had arrived at a 
much greater height, in respect to distress- 
ing symptoms, before tiiey were removed; 
and yet the recovery proved equally com- 
plete ; and the patient has arrived at a good 
old age, which may be still lengthened by 
many years. 

Case I. 

A. B. had a gonorrhoea in 1784, being 
aa years of age ; it lasted five months, was 
treated by injections, and was followed by 
a severe ague : before he recovered from 
the ague he had a strangury. In the year 
1786 he had a second gonorrhoea, which 
was neglected for six or eight weeks ; this 
was attended with difficulty in making wa- 
ter, and the discharge continued : these 
symptoms resisted every mode of treatment 
that was employed. In 1787 the difficulty 
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in passing water was so great, as to require 
ttiQ daily usi^ of the bougie. In this state 
he w^t to Italy » by Paris, and first felt pain 
in: tlie bladder in October that year. He 
continued to labour under nearly the same 
symptoms, and these became more per* 
Qianent. In two years he returned, and 
was under the care of his former Surgeon : 
at this time he had attacks of ague, com-* 
nionly every fortnight, for the cure of 
which he was attended by a Physician. ,. 

In this way he Went on till January tst^ 
1797 ; he then pwt himself under my care, 
and I began the use of the armed bougie. 
The strictures were removed, aivi this 
treatment left off a^th of February^ The 
aymptoms of pain in the bladder did not 
however subside; aiid whenever he rode 
on horseback he passed bloody water. This 
recurnng several times, I was induced to 
suspect stone ; and upon isounding him, one 
was very distinctly heard to come against 
Hne end of the sound. September S5th, 
1798, the stcme was extracted. 
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He recovered from the operation in the 
usual time, and was instructed to pass a 
bougie once a month, which he regularly 
persevered in doing till Sept. 1804, when, 
in crossing from Portsmouth to Ryde, he 
was caught in a gale of wind, and during 
several hours was completely drenched in 
salt water : after this he could not pass the 
bougie into the bladder. He made water 
tolerably well ; and when any halt or diffi- 
culty occurred, he passed a bougie down to 
that part, which relieved him. His symp- 
toms, however, under this management, 
returned with so much severity, that in 
May, 1808, he a second time put himself 
under my care, and it again became neces- 
sary to resort to the armed bougie. The 
caustic was used from May till December, 
that year ; and from having produced an 
irregularity in that part of the canal, it was 
prevented from going on to the bladder; 
yet the symptoms were much relieved; 
and as the application produced frequent 
agues, a symptom the patient had been 
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always liable to, I left it off; and after 
repeated ineffectual trials, succeeded in 
catching the passage, and getting intp the 
l)ladder. Having done so/ 1 readily got in 
larger ones in succession. 
; He still had occasional suppressions, re- 
Quiring the use of the catheter, that could 
not well be explained ; but on the 17th of 
November^ 1810^ one of these suppressions 
cam^ on. I had no catheter with me, and 
passed a small silver sound ; almost imme- 
diately after withdrawing it he emptied his 
Uadder, and forced out a calculus. From 
that time he recovered from all his com- 
plaints so rapidly, as to shew that they wer^ 
.produced by the calculus so lodged. 1 ad« 
vised his having an instrument passed once 
a week to take off any spasm, and enable 
any sand to come away, which has fre- 
quently collected in a greater or less quan-* 
tity. By adopting this plan he has conti- 
nued free from any uneasiness, unless when 
the sand was passing, till the time of writing 
this account«-in January i8ai. 



agS STRICTURES IN NO RESPECT REMOVED 

Case II. 

A. B., when so years of age, had a go- 
norrhoea, attended with violent symptoms, 
and was treated by the use of injections : 
this got well after a period of several 
months. When 25, he had a second, treated 
in the same way, and less violent. He went 
on for the next twenty years, having occa- 
sional attacks, that were doubtful as to their 
nature; and from that lime the stream of 
water was never of its natural size, al- 
though no suspicion had been entertained 
of any real diminution of its diameter. At 
this time the difficulty was so great as to 
make it necessary to call in surgical assist- 
ance. He went through several courses of 
bougies, as was the custom at that time, but 
instead of receiving advantage, the symp- 
toms became more severe : this happened in 
so great a degree in his 58th year, that I 
was then first consulted. 

When I first saw him there were three 
strictures; this was in 1798, when the use 
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of the caustic had become genearJiUy knowo. 
T1t» want of success of all «he means he 
Ind: tried) and his life beoaming a burthen 
to him, he very readily AibmiUed to any. 
plan i chose to adopt* The onistic in the 
Qourse of three ot four months removed all 
the strictures ; but when that was done, the 
syjnptoms in no degree abated, but wdre 
become more violent, and hardly to be 
bome^ '- As this dMnunstance had so c^en 
occurred in cases of stone, I had no hesita- 
tion in stating, that to be the case here : this, 
upon sounding, proved to be true. In per- 
forming the operation I had great anxiety, 
such appeared to be the irritated state of the 
bladder, lest it should give way. The stone 
was large and rough, and the patient suf- 
fered severely ; nothing but extreme at- 
tention, and the tepid hip bath kept him 
alive ; and under a common nurse he could 
not have survived. 

This patient had the urethra contracted 
again in a year's time, so as to require the 
use of the bougie, whicli was occasionally 
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introduced; but, as he had now passed 60 
years of age, a period of life in which stric- 
tures do not make progress, and are easily 
kept at bay, I was indifferent as to the size of 
thie bougie used ; and in proof of the sufBd- 
ency of this practice, he has gone on passing 
a small wax bougie once a month, with-^ 
out any attack of irritation on the blad^ 
der, or disposition to strangury, and conti« 
nues to do so at this time ;— and long may 
he do it ! 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

r 

CASE OF STRICTURE IN WHICH THE BLADDER 
REQUIRED TO BE PUNCTURED. 

In addition to the cases of this kind, met 
•with in the second volume of this work, I 
givci the following a place here, as having 
many unfavourable circumstances belong- 
ing to' it ; and yet the ultimate success ex- 
ceeded the most sanguine expectations. 
' A wharfinger, whose residence was on 
the banks of the river, in Thames-street, a 
situation of all others most unfavourable 
for diseases of this kind, living in perpetual 
fogs and damps, occupied in the night -as 
well as the day, having suifered very se- 
^verely from strictures, he in a late stage of 
the disease, as a last hope, when 40 years 
of age, applied to me for relief; and for 
that purpose took lodgings in Sackville- 
street, to be near me. 
At this time he never was more than half 
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an hour without making water ; and liis 
bladder, from long habit, was considered 
to have no power of relaxing beyond that 
size which contained four ounces of urine. 
The effects of the caustic were very severe, 
and brought on attacks of ague, and fits of 
strangury ; these were relieved by opium 
by the mOuth, or in the form of clyster. 
After getting through two strictures his 
general health began to improve, and he 
passed his water better; when I came to 
the third, after several applications a sup- 
pression of urine came on, for the relief of 
which opium not giving relief, he felt so 
uncommon a degree of distress, that he re.- 
quested I would use whatever means could 
afford him relief. I immediately punctured 
the bladder through tlie rectum ; he passed 
about six or seven ounces of water through 
the canula, and we were induced to be- 
lieve that this was the first time his blad- 
der had been completely emptied for years. 
As soon as the operation was over he fell 
asleep, overpowered with fatigue, anxiety. 
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and disti«$8. He slept eight hours } and 
when he awoke^ to his own astonishment 
made eight ounces of water^ a thing he had 
not done for many years ; so that the idea 
of the contraction of the bladder, which 
had i>een entertained, was entirely a fallacy. 
From this time he made water through the 
lUriwal passage, for the instrument came 
away from the rectum while he was asleep } 
and finding himself so much relieved, left 
me, concluding himself to be well. 

I made several enqiuries after him, and 
in 1818 received the following account: 
" A year ago I wrote you a letter, which I 
have neglected to deliver, and now inclose 
it, since my wife, who has seen you, desires 
me to do so. It is now nine years since I 
was under your care. For several months 
after I left you I made water with tolerable 
fluency, but I have still pain in that part (not 
in the situation in which it is felt in gonor- 
rhcea), and all along the passages; the 
stream is not smaller than five months after 
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I left you ; sometimes I can remain «ix or 
seven hours without making it/' 

In 1819 he caught cold, and sent for me 
in a state of alarm, that a return of his at- 
tack of strangury was coming on. * Mr. 
Gatcombe saw him, and he promised to 
come to me next day; but the symptoms 
having gone off, and there being no return, 
I have not seen him. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OF RUPTURED BLADDER FROM STRICTURE IN 

THE URETHRA. 

MuQH has been said in my work upon 
diseases of the Prostate Gland^ respecting 
the reasons why so few instances occur of 
rupture of the bladder. These reasons 
prove to be so well founded, that in the 
whole of my experience, only one. case of 
ruptured bladder, in consequence of dis^- 
ease in the urethra, has occurred since my 
second volume wasi published, of which the 
following is an account. 

An officer of the navy had been troubled 
with strictures in the urethra for ten or 
twelve years, which had partially been re- 
moved by caustic three different times by 
an eminent surgeon, but always returned 
agiain.- In July, 1806, in his fortieth year, 
he applied to the same surgeon again for 
assistance ; at ' this time no bougie of any 
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size could be passed into the bladder ; the 
caustic was applied and brought on a stran- 
gury; this went off, and in two days the 
application was repeated ; the strangury re- 
turned ; he made small quantities of water 
with great difficulty, but none passed from 
eleven o'clock at night till the next morn- 
ing, when I was called in : this was Thurs- 
day the 17th. A catgut bougie was passed, 
which was grasped in the stricture, and 
directions were given with respect to the 
use of it : in the night he was much agitated, 
and wrote a letter requesting I might see 
him in the morning at seven : this was not 
brought till nine, and I made an appoint- 
ment with the attending surgeon for two 
o'clock ; when I came, I was not a little sur- 
prised to hear, that at one in the morning 
he had had the feel of something giving 
way internally, and on examination it was 
found that the bladder must have burst, and 
emptied itself of its contents, since it was 
not to be felt in the rectum by the finger. 
A consciousness of what had happened, and 
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tiiit dea)^ must be the consequence imme«- 
diately, ^fleeted his mind very violently. 
He was perfectly in his senses, and made 
all the arningeihents respecting his wc^ldly 
affiurs with great firmness and resignation. 
He complained of great pain in his left side, 
shooting down to the testicles, alid up to 
tlie Idns ; he was occasionally in agony^ 
SMiiilar to the eiiects of pressure on a nerve^ 
He took fifty drops of laudanum every four 
liours; his pulse was one hundred ^nd 
thirty, and in the evening he appeared sink«- 
isig ; he passed some water by tlie penis. 

r*Saturday, 19th. He had constant vomiting 
and purging all day ; the water came away 
im. cloths from the penis ; there was great 
hurry of spirits, and pain in the l^ft side ; 
when the part was felt there appeared a 
fluctuation, but feeling it gave greal pain. 
He continued to ta}ce his opium, but it sel-- 
jdnim remained on the stomach ; he had 
;Mltle pain in the abdomen; puLse one hun- 
dred and thirty. 
. Suinfefff, 20th, The vomiting diminished; 
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had:slight hiccough ; was sensible, but ex- 
tremely irritable ; and had odd notions of 
things ; could not bear the idea of having a 
bougie passed, and evaded it much like an 
insane, person, by subterfuge ; was under 
the influence of laudanum all day. In the 
evening his thirst excessive; became sus- 
picioiiis and impatient, like a person in. hy^ 
drophobia ; passed a good deal of urine on 
cloths. -^ 

Monday, 21st.' At two o'clock in the 
morning broke out of th^ house in a phren- 
sy, wounded a woman in the street, called 
the watch; believing himself hurt by every 
body that came near hiip. In six hours he 
became more calm and manageable, but 
would not take medicine ; had an internal 
feeling of distress connected with the blad- 
der; crumpled himself up in different ways 
in hopes of removing it, and in these atti*- 
tudes got more water to pass, and voided 
the contents of the bowels, which had been 
before relieved by clyster : the urine came 
away in a small stream, and more than 
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half a ;pint was^y^saydd ; Hs p^lser>was^one) 
hundred and twenty. 

Tuesday s 2d. Becametless irritable^ whith 
seemed ta arise frons passing his urine imdre* 
fi^dy^ and more at a time ; in? the course* 
of the day a pint and half was saved in' a> 
urinal; his pulse became fuller and less 
frequent. In the evening the bladder was; 
much distended, and he promised to: take a 
saline draught during. the nighty and to sub«; 
mit to an. examination per anum. I then 
proposed the bladder to be punctured: 
through the rectum. 

Wednesday, at seven o'clock, a. m.; the 
Senrgeon punctured the bladder, and draw 
off. a quart of. urine. After this hb was 
^ composed and tranquil, and his bowels were 
relieved by having stools. At four, p.itf., 
bilious vomiting came on, great Restless- 
ness and anxiety; a sense of dying was 
strongly expressed in his countenance ; the 
pulse weak, frequent, and intermitting; and' 
at two on Thursday morning he died in 
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extreme agony, from feelings he could not 
describe. 

On opening ihe body there was about a 
pint of fluid in the cavity of the abdomen, 
which resembled urine ; and on looking at 
the peritoneal covering of the bladder, there 
was a tumour on the left side under it, and 
an orifice through the pe^itona^um, opening 
into the abdomen, about an inch long ; the 
tumour was nearly the size of a clenched 
fist, and lay between the groin and the 
fundus of the bladder. 

The intestines were all of them uniformly 
and moderately distended ; no appearance 
of inflammation, but their surface had lost 
the natural poUsh, and their coats appeared 
thick and fleshy. 

The bladder contained a pint of water ; 
and on the left side, mid-way between the 
fundus and the prostate gland, there was a 
rent two inches long, leading into the tu- 
mour above-mentioned, which when opened 
into, contained urine and coagulable lymph. 
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From these appearances it is reasonable 
I to believe, that the urine did not at first 
escape beyond the cellular membrane, 
bringing on the nervous affection and irri- 
, tation upon the external surface of the pe- 
xitonseum ; afterwards, as the urine escaped 
into the tumour, the peritonseum gave way, 
and the urine got into the belly ; but when 
inflammation took place the urine was 
wholly confined to the bladder, so as to 
admit of a quart being drawn off by the 
operation. 
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I was afterwards sent for, and all the 
circumstances above mentioned ware ex- 
plained to me ; and the patient exclaimed, 
good God ! could you suppose me such a 
fool as to object to the larger bougie, if I 
had been told it was absolutely necessary ? 
but when allowed a choice, I most certainly 
chose the smaller in preference. He wished 
me to take him under my care. I said, that 
in his present state, emaciated by low living, 
and exhausted by repeated attacks of ague, 
it was necessary that he should recover his 
general health before any thing could be 
done; fortius purpose he had better go to 
Brighton, use the tepid sea bath, and write 
to me how he went on. This plan was 
adopted. 

At Brighton he was taken very ill, and 
desired the Surgeon to state to me his situ- 
ation, and he would inclose the letter. The 
Surgeon had taken fright, and in concluding 
his letter said, " this is a lost case, don't 
you think so?" I received my patient's 
letter and its inclosure, with the informatitm 
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.At.theiend «of isix mcmths Ifwas smit for 
to meet; this Surgeon in' consaltatkin,':huib 
none of »the above circumstances fwet^ e£^' 
plained to me. I passed a full sized bdugte;* 
which only went down five inches. I with^ 
drew it, and said I was satisfied; - 1 wadi 
^sk6d;^both by the patient and SurgecMij 
wfaat^meant: they told me that asmaller 
bougie could pass/much further, h said, 
very . possibly . ^ Iwas then invited to pass 
one. > I said no; that I went no farther thMi 
thatbougie, and when they had got farther 
with an armed bougie of that size, I woal4 
meet, them again. They looked at one 
another, not a little surprised ; and theSur- 
geon turning to me, said, that the patient 
would not allow him to pass so large abou-^ 
gie, and therefore he had passed, a smaller 
one. In answer I said, that if the patient 
objected to one. of that size, he could not be 
cured by this mode of practice, it rested 
therefore with himself to decide upon jhat 
point, as I would pass no bougie of a smaller 
si?e. , In this way we parted. 
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enlarging this my patient got quite well, and 
returned to America in good health. 
1' Some ; time after his arrival there, he 
wrote me the following sfateraeht. 
• "Ten days after l)eing at sea I was un- 
able to pass the smallest bougie, which 
made me very unhappy ; for several days 
I tried the silver sound, without effect; 
but at last, by perseverance, I introduced- it 
with great pain, and am happy to say I got 
the^art so perfectly, that I introduce it every 
other day with the greatest ease 4 and my 
•general health is better than it has . been 
for fifteen years past. The sinus is. not yet 
closed, nor do I think it ever will ; whether 
it does or not, I am thankful that I am so 
far relieved, and a prospect qf passing the 
remainder of my life, by care, free from 
pain with that complaint." 
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CHAPTER XVL 

PRESSURE QN T»E PERIK^EUM IMPROPER IK 
HiSMORRtfAOE IN THE URETHRA. 

Thsre is nothing so alarms the mincl of 

patients and Surgeons as bleeding, when it is 

no part of the intention of the Surgeon that 

it j^hQuId t9ke place ; and when it happens 

gfti^F the ys^ pf the caustic, instead of being 

/s^tjsfiec) with the assurance that no harm 

will arise if the parts are left undisturbed, 
$ind thaf: quietness, in a horizontal posture 

^ne is necessary to stop the bleeding, they 
fly to different means of relief, without re- 
flecting upon the mischief which, in this 
wgy, they may do. The first thing that 
occurs to such patients is to make pressure 
Mpon the perinaeum, and one main advantage 
diey appear to gain is, that they do not see 
more blood, which affords no small satis- 
faction ; but when they occasionally make 
water, they have a gush apparently all 
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blood, whicli is a great disappointment : 
they are not aware that they are dii'ecting 
the blood, that would have flowed outwards, 
into the bladder, and are making the hae- 
morrhage to be attended with danger, which 
otherwise would have done no harm. 

The following is a remarkable instance 
of this. 

April 3d, 1804. A. B. had the caustic ap- 
plied to a stricture about seven inches, yes- 
terday morning at ten o'clock ; he walked 
home to Great Queen-street, Lincoln's-Inn 
Fields, and soon after a bleeding came on 
from the urethra, which alarmed him very 
much. He made use of cold water to the 
parts; but as this had no effect in stopping 
the bleeding, he applied a hard compress of 
linen to tiie perlna^um ; he then fastened a 
T bandage round his body, and having laid 
himself on his back in bed, lie brought the 
tails of the bandage up between his : 
and pulled by them with his hands, so as to 
make a considerable pressure on the com- 
press on the perinseum. 
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In this way he, as he supposed, put a 
stop to the bleeding. I saw him at five 
o'clock, and removed the compress from the 
perinae^m, on doing which a small quantity 
of bIoQ(} issued out at the orifice of the Ure- 
thra. I explained to him that no bad con- 
sequences' would arise from allowing the 
bleeding to go on ; that it was a proof of 
his stricture being destroyed ; and that he 
must remain quiet in bed, and drink no« 
thing warm until the bleeding had ceased. 
When I called upon him this morning, I 
was told that the bleeding had ceased about 
five minutes after I saw him yesterday af*» 
ternoon, but that he had been unable to 
make any water since ; and on examination 
I found the bladder very much distended 
and hard : he did not suffer much from a 
desire to make water, but complained of 
shooting pain in his back. He was directed 
to drink largely of. warm negus ; and in 
half an hour afterwards had an inclination 
to make water, and passed half a pint, of a 
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bloody colour, in a full stream. This, 
however, did not empty the bladder; it could 
be felt distended above the pubes ; he there- 
fore continued to drink the negus, and 
every half hour made some water In a full 
stream. 

Five o'clock. Found him much relieved, 
having passed three pints of a dark bloody 
water. He made water while I was there; 
it came away in a very full stream, and 
stopped suddenly, as if something had cottie 
against the neck of the bladder and stopped 
its passage. 

April 4th. Made water but seldom in the 
night, and in a full stream ; still of a dark 
bloody colour, with some flakes of coagu- 
lated blood floating in it. Continues to 
drink largely. 

April 5th. The water is still bloody, but 
not so much so as it was yesterday ; how- 
ever there are more of the coagulated flakes 
mixed with it : he is in other respects well. 
The water passes with great freedom. 
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April 8th. The urine was of its natural 
colour^ and passed in a full uninterrupted 
stream. 

I have met with several other instances 
of this attempt on the part of the patient, 
which it is not necessary here to detail ; in- 
deed I have so fully treated of what hap- 
pens when the bladder is loaded, or evm 
fiUed with bloody that I should not again 
have taken up the subject^ were it not with 
a View to laake known the most ready 
rodde of getting rid of the strangury it pro^ 
duces, which is floating the coagulum in 
the bladder, by drinking largely of some 
diluting liquor. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

ON THE CURE OF FISTULiE IN THE URETHRA 
BY MEANS OF THE ACTUAL CAUTERY. 

In general, where fistulse take place in pe- 
rinaeo in consequence of stricture, the re- 
moval of the stricture is sufficient to give 
the fistula a disposition to heal ; there aire, 
however, cases which require more being 
done for that purpose, and simply laying 
them open is not sufficient. It will be seen 
by the following cases that I have, under 
such circumstances, tried several mean6 ; 
but none I believe can be depended upon 
but the actual cautery. It is indeed much 
safer and more manageable than most 
others; and less delicacy is required re- 
specting the precise heat than I was led to 
imagine, since the time of the application 
may be shortened where the heat is great, 
much better than keeping the cautery ap- 
plied longer where it is not so hot ; and the 
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application is by no means so painful as that 
of any of the caustics, and has the advan- 
tage of being instantaneous. In illustration; 
of this practice I shall give the two follow- 
ing cases. 

Case I. 

An officer, 40 years of age, had a 
chancre which destroyed the fraenum, and 
the ulceration extended into the urethra. 
When the chancre healed, the urine escaped 
by this , orifice. The coats of the urethra 

« 

were so thin at this part, that every attempt 
made in a warm climate to skin it over, 
proved unsuccessful. In this state of the 
parts he returned to England ; and alarmed 
at the idea of its preventing his having, 
children, there was no pain he would not 
readily submit to for a probable chance of 
the part skinning over, and applied to me 
upon that subject. 

As the effect of burns is to produce lux- 
uriant granulations, I told him that I knew 
no method so likely to succeed as passing 
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a bougie into the urethra, and searing thfe 
edge of the fistula by passing a hot wire 
till it came in contact with the bougie. As 
the parts were so tliin, and the success Un- 
certain, I was afraid if I destroyed too much 
substance, I should leave the aperture larger 
than I found it. This led me to use great 
caution, and to graduate the heat by a ther- 
mometer that went as high as three hundred 
degrees: this I found did nothing, the smsili 
wire cooling before it could be applied* 
After several ineffectual trials in this way> 
I heated the wire in the lamp, and applied 
it when the red colour was going off. A 
flexible gum catheter was kept in the ure- 
thra ten days, and when taken out the fis- 
tula was obliterated. 



Case II. 

This case is drawn up by the patient, 
who was himself a very intelligent Army 
Surgeon, and came from the Isle of France 
on account of this malady. Such was his 
anxiety to have the fistula closed, that he 
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i^htdto htve it d6ne, quacttnqut mOt qua-t 

CttHi^ it\jutia. .:■..'■' 

j. B. was aif^cti^d with 6trictui«« Irom iSM 

year 1 816 to the month 6{ Sept^mljer ifti-j; 
v^fiM he Avds attacked by a deep^edted iti*« 
flAttimation in the perinseum, extending' to 
iht ttedk bf the bladder, attended with ^o^ 
hint {)ain Md frequency in making water; 
ThiA^ Watt ^mbat^d by bleeding andotkct 
antiphlogistic means, which however did 
not pi%vettt> iti 'terminating in suf)}Mii«tion> 
Whidt was deep-seated) and required tobe 
o^A6d by B laticet ; the incision Mrai^ smtU 
inA soon healed Up, ejccept a small cpeningi 
Miieh cbmmunlcated with thrte-or fouf 
d«p*^Aeated fistulfe. The parts remained 
in this state until the month of November 
i8i6^; at which period the patient returned 
to England from India, where he was when 
the inflammation took place. 

On his arrival in Etigland he applied to 
Sr Everard Home for assistance, who re-^ 
moved the strictures by means of caustic 
bougies ; but the fistulae did not heal, nor 
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was it suspected that they communicated 
with the urethra, as there was no percepti- 
ble discharge of urine through them. To 
remove these Sir Everard, at three or four 
different periods, and into different fistula, 
introduced skeins of cotton moistened with 
a strong solution of kali purum : they all 
succeeded completely in producing an ad- 
hesion of the sides of the fistulas, except 
one ; and this Sir E. decided on laying open ; 
which he did in the month of April, 1817. , 
In about six weeks after, the incision be- 
ing nearly healed, and the patient then sup-, 
posing every thing to be on the eve of a 
complete union, went to Paris ; where, at 
the end of about four months, he found the 
mouth of the fistula did not close, though 
the discharge was almost imperceptible. 
This induced him to attend more minutely 
to tiie opening, beginning then to suspect a 
deeper communication than the quantity of 
discharge would have well authorized hira 
to believe. On examining accurately, small 
bits of cotton introduced into the mouth 
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of the fistula^ at several periods^ lie' found 
that after making water it was perceptibly 
moistetied by three or four clear . drops erf 
fluid : this, for the first time, led to a belief 
that it communicated with the urethra. 

It not being then* convenient for the pa- 
tient to return to England, he. related his 
case to Monsieur Dubois, who introduced a 
middle sized silver catheter into the bladder, 
in which he found no - difficulty ; asked the 
pdtent if he could • cat hearty, drink punch, 
and visit the ladiefs'of the Palais-Royal ? 
To which being answered in the affirma- 
tive, he said there Ws. ni3thrng the matteir 

* 

with him, but to call occasionally and he 
would console him.' The patient tried this 
<bnsolatory methoti tiirice ; and finding that 
Mbnisieur D. always treated him m malade 

« 

He then consulted Monsieur Dupuytrdn, 
whb, on examining the cotton introduced 
into the fistula during the time of making 
water, had no dotiibt of the communication 
with the urdthra. He proposed the use of 
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gum 



elastic catheters, which were tried for 



nine days ; the urethra tlwn became irrita- 
ble, and the bladder violently affected with 
apasms, which prevented their further use. 
Monsieur D. tlieii proposed laying the fis- 
tula open down to the urethra, as not only 
being the most effectual, but also the most 
expeditious method. This he performed in 
the month of October of the same year, in the 
following manner : The patient was placed 
nearly as for the operation of the stone, 
with a sound in the urethra ; a probe being 
introduced through the fistula, was found 
to come in contact with the sound in the 
urethra. Taking the probe as a guide, he 
cut down in the direction of it as deep as 
he could with a common scalpel ; he took 
a director which lie substituted for the 
probe, by means of which he introduced a 
sharp pointed bistoury into the urethra, and 
laid it open both above and below the open- 
ing of the fistula into that canal ; his object 
being, as he said, to make it resemble as 
as nearly as he could the state of parts 
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aifter ^ typeration for tbe stone ; he also 

* • 

d^ired the patient ^vfien raaldng «Mber to 
separate TiVs legs, in order to faciiitate the 
escape of urine through tiie wounds, in the 
hopes ihs^ that fluid would inilame the 
woiHfd, and alDng with it the calicnits limng 
eT the fistula, by which means it would grjr 
nuSaite, and unite like tibie restx^f the iocifiion. 
He also directed, for ftirthef security^ afteor 
the inflammation should subside, to keep 
a gum elastic ^athetter in the bbddfir: thw; 
he introduced at about the end fof dg^ 
days after the i^peration; it renttained in 
quiet for about five dayis, whent k muB 
obliged to be withdrawn, in xonsequance of 
vident spasms of the bladder. It should 
have been observed, that before inflamma* 
tion commenced, the greater part of /the 
wme passed throu^ the wound ; but dur- 
ing three or four days of the existence of 
inflammation, and also tluring the time that 
the catheter remained in the bladder, no 
urine escaped (hat way ^ but after the ces- 
sation of inflammation and the removal of 
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the catheter^ it again flowed in considerable 
quantities. The catheter was left continu- 
ally open, in order that the urine might 
escape as fast as it was secreted, hoping by 
that means that there would be less risk 
of any being forced through the fistula, the 
bladder never having occasion to contract 
itself for its expulsion. When M. Dupuy- 
tren heard that the catheter was removed, 
he expressed his regret, and said, that the 
use of it for a proper length of time would 
have certainly effected a cure ; but still he 
would not say that it would not succeed 
without it. 

The urine now, fourteen or fifteen days 
after the operation, began to pass less and 
less every day, until it was reduced to a 
few drops, exactly in the same state as be- 
fore the operation. At the end of about 
five weeks Mons. D. allowed that it had 
failed ; and attributed the cause of its failure 
to the circumstance of not being able to 
continue the use of the catheter. Mons. 
D. then asked the patient if he had ar^y 
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thing to propose. The patient mentioned 
the good effects of the kali purum in re- 
moving the other fistulse, and proposed 
trying something on that principle ; think- 
ing that the only hopes of a cure was in 
completely destroying the callous lining of 
the fistula throughout its whole track. He 
did not much like the proposal, but said he 
would do any thing ; notwithstanding he 
would not have any thing to do with kali 
purum, and proposed to substitute a tros- 
chisque de minium,^ which he said was 
sufficiently active to destroy any surface, 
however callous. This being determined 
on, and a troschisque being made, of an ap- 
. . propriate length and thickness, was intro- 
duced into the fistula, but not with the pre- 
caution of first introducing a sound into the 
urethra, in order to be assured of its passing 
down to that canal, that being the principal 
object to be fulfilled. It is very probable 
that it did not pass down to the urethra, as 

* Minium Jss; sublime corrosive J; mie depain ^vi. 
— ^made into a conical form. 
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some of it broke oft in the introducing of it. 
However this may be, it failed also, after' 
producing a slight inflammation and in- 
creased secretion for a few days. 

The patient having now had enough of 
French practice returned to London, and 
put himself again under the care of Sir E. 
Home, having informed him of the disco- 
very he made since he last saw him, of the 
communication of the fistula with the ure- 
thra ; and also of the treatment lie had 
undergone at Paris. Sir E. having exa- 
mined the state of the urethra, and finding 
no obstruction there, consequently no cause 
in the state of that canal for the continuance 
of the fistula, proposed attacking the fistula 
itself. (This is contrary to the usual prac- 
tice of Sir E., as in every other similar case 
he found that the fistula always healed as 
soon as he had rendered the canal of the 
urethra perfectly pervious to its usual dia- 
meter. } The manner in which Sir Everard 
proposed doing this, was to destroy the 
whole track of the fistula by a heated iron : 



I 
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this being acceded to, he proceeded in the 
following manner. 

January 19th, 1818. The patient being 
placed with his pelvis resting on the edge 
of the bed, and his legs supported on a 

chair, a full sized silver sound was intro- 
duced into the bladder, and a probe into the 
fistula, in order to be assured of its com- 
munication with the urethra, and also of its 
direction. Those two points being ascer- 
tained, a female steel sound was heated to 
redness ; and at the moment at which it 
passed from a red to a black heat, it was 
hurried down through the fistula (about two 
inches and a half) to the sound in the ure- 
thra. This was easily effected, as from its 
heat it burnt its way down with much fa- 
cility, causing a, hissing noise and a consi- 
derable smell of the burnt surrounding soft 
parts. It did not come out so easily as it 
went in, as the parts along its track stuck 
to it, and even adhered to it after it was 
withdrawn. The whole period of that part 
of the operation did not exceed one minute, 
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from the entrance to the withdrawing of the 
heated iron. The silver sound was then 
rensdved from the urethra, artd immediately 
replaced by a gum catheter. The patient 
did not suffer much from the operation- 
much less even than he expected ; nor did 
^t produce arty pain or uneasiness for the 
first five days. 

24th. From the day of the operation 
till this day, nothing worthy of attention 
dccurred ; the catheter remained in the 
bladder perfectly easy. 

S5th. This morning the urethra began 
to get painful, attended with a frequency of 
making water, which was turbid and fleaky ; 
also frequent spasms on the bladder. The 
patient attributed these symptoms to the 
deterioration of the catheter ; he therefore 
removed it, and replaced it by another, 
without any amelioration of the symptoms, 
but rather an aggravation : this latter was 
also immediately withdrawn. It appears 
that it was the incipient inflammation' that 
caused the irritation^ and not the catheter; 
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as not only the internal parts, but also the 
external, from that day became excessively 
painful, and continued to be so until 

Feb. 2d, fourteen days after the opera* 
tion, when the sloughs that had been formed 
began to separate. During, that period, of 
about eight days, from the time that the 
catheter was obliged to be withdrawn, until 
the sloughs separated, nothing particular 
occurred, except the pain and inflammation 
before mentioned, and that about two-thirds 
of the urine passed through the wound. 
On this day a full sized gum elastic cathe- 
ter was introduced, with the intention of 
letting it remain in the bladder during the 
cicatrization of the wound : it was however 
obliged to be withdrawn at the end of an 

hour, in consequence of the irritation in the 
urethra, and spasm on the bladder. 

Sd. Edge of the wound is putting on a 
healing appearance, with much less pain 
and irritation. 

4th. The sloughs did not all separate be- 
fore this day, sixteenth after the operation. 
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5th. The catheter introduced again ; re- 
mained in two hours ; but was obliged to 
be withdrawn, from the same cause as be- 
fore ; no pain now from the wound ; nothing 
done, nor did any thing occur worthy to be 
observed, but the gradual diminution of the 
quantity of urine that escapes through the 
wound, until the 

gth, \yhen the catheter was again intro- 
introduced, with similar results as on for- 
mer occasions. The quantity of urine that 
now passes through the wound is reduced 
to about an ounce and half. 

11th. Introduced a wax bougie, which 
produced a good deal of irritation ; was 
kept in for fifteen minutes, and increased 
the quantity of urine that passed through 
the fistula. 

13th. Only a few drops of urine now 
pass through the wound. The catheter 
was again introduced, and remained in for 
fifteen hours, when it caused symptoms si- 
milar to those on former occasions, and was 
removed : the quantity of urine that passed 
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through the wound was also sensibly in* 
creased for tWenty-four hours after its in-' 
troduction ; when it was again reduced to 
a few drops. The patient having observed 
this to Sir Everard, he immediately decided 
on not again irritating the urethra by a ca- 
theter; but trusting to the granulations 
arising from a burnt surface, left the rest 
of the cure to that alone. The result jus- 
tified his decision ; for the quantity of urine 
was daily diminishing until the 

S4th, when it was doubtful whether the 
little moisture sometimes to be seen on the 
Hnt, proceeded from the wound, or from 
urine. The wound is reduced nearly to 
the size of a pea. 

fiSth. The wound not yet closed, but di- 
minishing ; still, occasionally, some mois- 
ture on the lint : what is meant by occasion- 
ally, is once in 24 or 48 hours. 

March 4th. No longer any doubts — 
Wound entirely closed. Thus ended a fis- 
tula of two years and five months stand- 
ing, communicating with the urethra* The 
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whole period of this last treatment occu- 
pied forty-four days; sixteen of which 
passed before the sloughs entirely sepa- 
rated, leaving a large hollow deep wound, 
capable of containing a small walnut. 
This cavity was entirely filled up and 
healed during t!ie remaining twenty-eight 
days, though its tendency to close was pre- 
vented by the constant introduction of pled- 
gets of lint in the orifice, in order to allow 
tiie deeper seated parts to heal first. 

1 his gentleman got perfectly well, and 
returned to his medical duty in the Isle of 
France. He was supposed to have caught 
tlie disease of the liver, and was bled so 
freely that he died from the eltect of it. 

I received this information from a Sur- 
geon upon the same establishment, who 
examined the body after death, and found 
the liver free from disease ; but there was 
a inai-formation of very rare occurrence. 
There was no appearance of kidney or 
ureter on the right side ; and that on the 



BY THE ACTUAL CAUTERY. 2 79 

left had no resemblance to the horse shoe, 
but the ordinary appearance, only rather 
larger than usual, and surrounded by 
hydatids. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

GOUTY ATTACKS ON THE URETHRA AND 
OTHER PARTS, CURED BY VINUM COL- 

I 

CHiCUM. 

The gout does not appear to attack the 
urethra when in a healthy state; but it 
has no sooner become diseased, than the 
gout falls upon that canal as readily, if not 
more so, than any other part of the body. 
It is immaterial whether the previous dis- 
ease is gonorrhoea, irritation along the 
canal in consequence of frequent passing 
gravel, or stricture ; and whenever the 

gouty affection is superadded to these dis- 
eases, they become quite unmanageable, till 
the paroxysm of gout is over. 

The gout is in this way so intimately con- 
nected with the diseases of the urethra, that 
unless we can cure the gout, we are unable, 
in gouty constitutions, to be certain of re- 
lieving gonorrhoea or stricture; for aU 
thorugh in other patients, strictures that 
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have not become formidable before 60, re- 
quire very little management; the same 
degree of stricture in gouty habits is a more 
serious disease after that age than before — 
the gout becoming more severe in the latter 
periods of life. 

In my former volumes I have been 
obliged to confess, that in many cases of 
stricture the symptoms were, so much ag- 
gravated by paroxysms of gout, that during 
the periods of such attacks the urethra re- 
mained in too irritable a state to admit even 
of a bougie being passed. In others, al- 
though the stricture had been so entirely 
♦removed as to leave little doubt of the cure 
being permanent, the next paroxysm of 
gout brought along with it a spasmodic con- 
traction in the urethra. 

I have been so constantly foiled in my 
attempts to relieve stricture in gouty con- 
stitutions, that for several years I have given 
up the attempt, further than occasionally 
passing a bougie. 

The gout, in cases of stricture, does not 
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fx)l)pw the first application of the caustic ; it 
g^aeraUy conie3 on in consequence of the 
constitvitional disturbance produced by the 
giving way of the first stricture, and almost 
icnmediately renders the contraction as bad 
as ever. 

To tho^e who are labouring under stric- 
ture, and thus circumstanced, it will be no 
small gratification to be made acquainted 
with a safe and expeditious method of cur- 
ing the paroxysm of gout ; by using which 
they may be enabled to persevere in the 
treatment necessary for the cur^ of the 
stricture. 

Under ordinary circum^'^tances, it is in the, 
option of every one to bear the pain of th^ 
gout, while it is confined to the extremities; 
but when it attacks the stomach or brain, if 
not speedily removed, the disease proves 
fatal. 

The case is, however, very different with 
a gouty patient who has a stricture in th^ 
urethra ; and in addition to the common 
distresses that accompany the paroxysm, 
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has, in every attack, a suppression of urine, 
or a tlu'eatening of a strangury coming on. 

In cases of stricture in which the gout is 
less violent, and consequently less hurtful 
to the urethra, it is enough that it hurries 
on the progress of the contraction of the 
-Stricture ; for when that is so great as only 
to allow the urine to pass in a very small 
stiream, the iMsease will either prove fatal, 
or will render the life of the patient mise- 
rable, from a constant inability to retain his 
water. 

To prevent these sufferings the use of 
the armed bou^e has been submitted to by 
thousands, notwithstanding the natural pre- 
judice against a mode of treatment so ap- 
parently violent ; and notwithstanding the 
violet opposition that has been raised 
igainst the practice— by those unqualified 
to make use of it. 

Every thing that is new is considered an 
innovation upon established practice by the 
narrow minded, and therefore will be op- 
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posed ; but there is no one argument, that 
I am aware of, which can be brought in op- 
position to the mode of treating gout, 
which I now bring forward, unless it is the 
mildness of its effects, and the simplicity of 
the medicine; the dose not requiring repe- 
tition, and therefore the patient not requir- 
ing medical attendance. 

Were the medicine I am about to recom- 
mend of a very different description; nay, 
were it in its effects as violent as the use of 
the armed bougie, still, for the reasons I 
have given, I should equally support it in 
cases of stricture attended by gout. 

Where there is no disposition to strio- 
ture it is a different matter ; but even then 
there is one consequence of the gou^ 
so serious and so distressing (I allude to 
the deposition of chalk in the joints), 
which the use of this medicine prevents, by 
removing the paroxysm too quickly to ad- 
mit of such formation taking place ; and 
therefore may make it deserving of the 
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consideration of all those who are liable to 
attacks of gout, whether they should not 
adopt it. 

That the colchicum, taken internally, had 
a power of removing the paroxysm of gout, 

was known to the Greek Physicians under 
the term Hermadactyles, as we learn from 

the works of Dr. Pepenigomenos : but in 
those days, when the humoral doctrines 
swayed the minds of Physicians, this species 
of colchicum was not supposed to have a 
specific action upon the disease ; it was by 
its purgative qualities that, in their opinion, 
the morbific matter of gout was expelled. 
This was carried so far, that when the her- 
madactyles alone did not purge, some other 
purgative medicine was combined with 
them to ensure that necessary effect ; and 
this Physician declares, that purges com- 
posed of hermadactyles never failed in car- 
rying off' the paroxysm ; but he was not 
fortunate enough to discover that his prac- 
tice would have been equally successful if 
the medicine had been exhibited by itself. 
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A prejudice in favour of violent purging 
being necessary for the cure of gout, has 
been applied to the eau medicinale, another 
preparation of colchicum. This medicine in 
some constitutions (my own is one of them) 
produced very violent effects ; such as— 
stoppage of the pulse, painful sensations at 
the heart, fainting, sickness, and purging ; 
but as all these symptoms were believed 
necessary for expelling the gout, and the 
gout was found to be gone when they went 
off, they were to be submitted to by those 
who adopted this mode of cure, if liable to 
have them. 

That the eau medicinale is a preparation 
of colchicum, is now universally admitted. 
The only merit I take to myself respecting 
the vinum colchicum, is in having investi- 
gated its properties, and having brought it 
before the public in a more simple form, as 
one less hurtful to the stomach, and consti- 
tution at large ; at the same time, that I 
have furnished abundance of evidence in 
proof that in this simple state it is equally 
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eifickrtt in carrying off the paroxyami of 
gout, fl» any of the other preparations. 

I Was led to take up the investigation of 
this medicine irt the year iSt6; and the fol- 
lowing experiments were publi^fhed in the 
Philosophical Transactions, in that and the 
follawing year. 

*' A knowledge of the readiness with 
which liquids pass from the stomach into 
the circulation, carrying along with them 
the impregnation of different medicines; 
and the readiness with which such medi- 
cines are carried off* from the circulating 
blood, by the action of the kidneys, led Mr. 
Brande and myself to an enquiry respecting 
the prevention of gravel and gout, upon 
which subject he has laid two separate pa- 
pers before the Society. 

" In these communications, the action of 
different substances on the contents of the 
stomach has been considered, and those 
substances most efficient in depriving them 
of the principal ingredient met with in stone 
and gout are pointed out. 
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" For the cure of gout, llie eau medici- 
nale of Husson has been most fortunately 
discovered to be a specific remedy, and it 
is now ascertained, by experiments on dif- 
ferent people, that a vinous infusion of the 
colchicum autumnale, or meadow saffron, 
is equally so, and therefore the two medi- 
cines must be considered as the same. 

'* To ascertain their mode of action, ap- 
peared to me an enquiry connected with the 
objects of this Suciety, which are not con- 
fined to the knowledge of purely chemical 
combinations in the stomach, or other parts 
of the body ; but include the effects of gal- 
vanism on the nerves, and of mineral and 
vegetable solutions on the blood, so far as 
they affect the actions of life, or the symp- 
toms of disease. 

" It has already been determined by ex- 
periment, that almost every mineral, vege- 
table, and animal poison, if not the whole 
of them, is carried into the circulation be- 
fore it produces its specific effects upon 
particular parts, whether these are the 
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Stomachy skin, or Other parts of the body. 
The most truly specific medicine that we 
have been hitherto acquainted with, is raer-^ 
cury for the venereal disease; and it is 
completely established, that this remedy, 
when in the circulation, is equally efiicient 
in the cure of a recent chancre produced 
by inoculation, and a venereal sore throat, 
in consequence of the disease having been 
carried into the circulation. 

" That other medicines can be received 
into the circulation, and, as soon as they 
arrive there, produce their effects upon dif- 
ferent, parts of the body, is proved by ex- 
periments made by the late Mr. Hunter, 
although he had no idea of their teing usu- 
ally carried there before they produce the 
different actions so well known to follow 
their exhibition by the mouth. He found 
^that infusions of the following substances 

« 

r^eived into the circulation by the jugular 
veinjL immediately produced the same effects 
which more slowly follow their being taken 
by the mouth. Infusion of opium brought 
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on drowsiness. Infusion of ipecacuanha 
vomiting. Jalap vomiting and purtring. 
Infusion of rhubarb a profuse flow of urine. 
These efFecIs ceased in a few hours, and ap- 
peared to have in no respect injured the ani- 
mal's health. Except the venereal disease, 
gout is the only one whose local symptoms 
have been completely removed by medicine 
in so short a time, as to put it beyond all 
doubt that their removal is the eftect of the 
medicine. The effect of the eau medicinale 
and of the vinous infusion of the colchicum 
autumnale on gout, is indeed more rapid 
than that of mercury on the venereal dis- 
ease, but in all other respects corresponds 
with it ; and if these medicines act through 
the medium of the circulation, the only dif- 
ference may be, that the one is more quickly 
received into it than the other. 

" This power of the eau medicinale, 
which I have stated to be exactly similar 
10 that of the colchicum autumnale over the 
local symptoms of gout, I have ascertained 
by experiment more than six times upon 
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rayself ; at one time the symptoms went off' 
in six hours, at another in twelve, and Qt 
others in twenty-four hours, 

" As we know the sensible effects of mer- 
cury, whether it is introduced into the cir- 
culation by the absorbents, or received into 
the stomach, are, the same, we conclude 
whenever these sensible effects are met 
with, that mercury is actuaUy in the cir- 
culation. 

" It therefore occurred to me, that if the 
sensible eflfects of the infusion of the coldii«. 
cum- should prove to be the same, whether 
it is introduced into the circulation by the 
jugular vein, or received by the mouth into 
the stomach, that we might equally, in both 
cases, conclude it to be in the circulation. 
To determine this point, 30 drops of the 
vinous infusion of the colchicum (made by 
macerating two pounds of thie fresh roots 
in 24 ounces of Sherry wine, in a gentle 
heat for six days, the spirit being previously 
canied off" by heat,) was diluted with a 



S92 GOUTY ATTACKS ON THE URETHRA 

dram of water, and conveyed into the 
circulation of a moderately sized dog by 
the jugular vein. The dog's pulse, in a 
natural state, is 140 in a minute. 

*' In 5 minutes, the dog had a tremulous 
motion of the muscles and fluttering of the 
pulse, accompanied with nausea, but no 
retching to vomit. In 14 minutes, the pulse 
was 180 in a minute, and had frequent in- 
termissions. In 4, hours, the pulse was iso 
in a minute, of its natural strength, and had 
frequent intermissions. In 7 hours, the 
dog had a natural motion, the pulse had no 
intermission, was 140 in a minute. The 
dog had a good appetite for food, and 
appeared in perfect health. 

" The same dog at the end of three com- 
plete days, swallowed 60 drops of the same 
infusion, exactly double the quantity that 
had been introduced into the circulation. 
In 3 hours, he became languid, the pulse 
wiry and weak, but 140 in the minute. In 
4^ hours, the languor much less and the 
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pulse naturaL Jn eight hours, the dog had 
a natural motion. In ii hours, was in 
good spirits and very well. 

" The sensible effects upon the dog, were 
similar to those produced upon myself, but 
in : a less degree. Under the influence of 
a violent fit of the gout, in the ankle, on 
the; 23d of Deoember, 1815, at ten o'clock 
in the morning, I took 60 drops of the eau 
iqedicinale ; the pain of the gout was Uisuf* 
ferable ; I got into bed, and was sp QJH^}^ as 
not to be able to keep my ham^si^ WQCiUj. 
even under the bed clothes. In 9 hl9W^ I 
;l)ecame rather hot and thirsty. In 3 hours, 
the pain was so much diminished as to be 
tolerable, while the limb was at rest. In 
7* hours, I had a confined motion from the 
bowels, and the pain in the ankle became ^ 
severe while the foot was placed on the 
ground, but this went off as soon as the 
foot was again placed in a horizontal pos- 
ture. A nausea, or half sickness, came on ; 
my pulse, which is naturally 80 in a minute, 
was lowered to 60, and intermitted. In 10 



294 GOUTY ATTACKS ON THE ORETiritA 

hours, the nausea was gone off, but I re- 
mained languid, the pulse beating 70 in a 
minute. I had some appetite for food. 

*'The following morning my pulse was 
80, and having passed a good night, I was 
enabled to walk as usual, and follow the 
duties of my profession. 

" If these observations shall be con- 
firmed, they must lead us to conclude, that 
the different kinds of substances which 
produce specific diseases, are first carried 
into the circulation, in the same manner 
as mineral and animal poisons, and that 
the medicines by which they are acted 
upon, go through the same course, before 
they produce their beneficial effects; a 
material step will thus be gained in tlie 
consideration of diseases, and the modes df 
treating them. 



" Having attended to the effects of thfe 
oau mcdicinale, and of the vinum colchid, 
for several years in cases of gout, both in 



CURED BY VINUM COLCHICUM. 9^5 

my own case, and in those c^ my friends^ I 
found, invariably, that they diminished the 
frequency of the pulse, lo or 20 beats in a 
minute ; and this effect generally took place 
about twelve hours after the medicine was 
exhibited: I therefore considered this to 
be the criterion of the constitution being 
under the influence of the medicine ; and 
when I found that the pulse was affected 
in the same way by the medicine received 
into the circulation, and in a much shorter 
time, I became satisfied that in both cases 
this arose from an effect upon the circula- 
tion, and not upon the stomach, and there- 
fore did not farther prosecute the enquiry ; 
since exhibiting larger doses could only 
confirm what is already known, namely, 
that the medicine is capable, when inju- 
diciously used, of producing very violent 
efiects. 

" It has however been suggested, that the 
only mode of proving that the medicine acts 
through the medium of the circulation, is 
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to show that when a sufficient quantity is 
received into the blood, all the violent ef- 
fects are produced, that result from a large 
dose taken by the mouth, I lost no time 
in complying with this suggestion, and 
introduced into the circulation of a dog 
160 drops of the same infusion before 
employed. 

" The animal instantly lost all power of 
voluntary motion, the breathing became ex- 
tremely slow, and the pulse was hardly to 
be felt. In ten minutes, the pulse was 84, 
the inspirations natural, which are 4,0 in a mi- 
nute. In 20 minutes, the pulse was 60, the 
inspirations go in a minute; a tremulous 
motion had taken place in the hind legs. 
In an hour, the pulse was 115, and irregu- 
lar ; the animal was capable of sitting up, 
but was in a state of violent tremor, and the 
inspirations could not be counted. 

" In 1-^ hour, the tremor had gone off, 
the pulse continued the same; the animal 
made ineffectual attempts to vomit, and 
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continued to do so for ten minutes^ accom- 
pdinied with great languor ; tfie.insjMrations 
were 54 in a minute. 

^ ^Mn 2 hours^ the pulse was 150^ and 
very weak ; the animal had voided 1 ^ ounce 
of water, had .vomited twice, each time 
bringing up a quantity of mucus tinged with 
bile, and had two liquid stools. 
^* In 3 hours, had vomited again, and had 
another stool ; the pulse too weak to be 
counted. 

'^ In 4 hours^ continued extremely Ian* 
guid. 

^' In 5 hours, vomited some bloody mu* 
cus, and expired. 

" On opening the body, the stomach con- 
tained mucus tinged with blood, and its 
internal membrane was inflamed ; the duo- 
denum had its internal surface universally 
inflamed ; the same appearance, in a less 
degree, was met with in the jejunum and 
ilium, and more strongly marked in the 
colon than in the ilium* 
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^[Fron Ike Philosophical Transactinns fvT the year ISl?.} 

" As the infusion of the vinum colchicij 
upon being kept, deposits a sediment which 
when taken into the stomach produces irri- 
tation, I wished to ascertain how far the 
taking this sediment was necessary for the 
cure of gout. 

*' The bulb of the colcliicum autumnale 
contains a certain quantity of extractive 
matter, and a large portion of mucilage, 
both of which are taken up by the wine, in 
the first instance; but when the strained 
liquor is allowed to stand, a considerable 
portion of these is almost immediately se- 
parated, and falls to the bottom. 

" In the first trials that were made with 
this medicine in St. George's Hospital, it 
was natural to enquire whether this sub- 
stance contained any medical virtues; and 
upon trials frequently repeated, it was found 
to have none. 

" This led to the opinion that the extrac- 
tive matter suspended in the wine, was alone 
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the active part of the medicine. Of this 
o[Mnion I was led to entertain considerable 
<ioulMs> in consequence of having found 
upon one occasion^ in which I took half a 
bottle of the eau medicinale which had been 
poured off without shaking the bottle^ that 
the sensible effects were very mild ; those 
produced by the other half, in which the 

deposit was mixed, were unusually severe, 
the nausea being greater, and a greater 
number of stbols being produced. 

^' These doubts were much strengthened, 
when I found that the effects of the eau 
medicinale are more violent upon many 
stomachs than those of the vinous infusion 
of the colchicum, which probably arises 
from the eau medicinale being kept in small 
bottles, in consequence of which all the de- 
posit that takes place is given along with 
the infusbn, while the vinous infusion of 
colchicum being kept in large bottles, the 
deposit falls to the bottom. If such deposit 
increased the powers of the medicine in 
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counteracting the symptoms of gout, it 
Would be unnecessary to prosecute this in- 
vestigation further, since it would be absurd 
to diminish the violence of a medicine, if, 
by so doing, its efficacy is to be diminished 
in an equal degree. 

•' To ascertain this point, I gave 60 drops 
of the vinous infusion of cjichicum, in which 
ihL're was no deposit whatever, to a man 
labouring under a severe paroxysm of gout, 
to which he was a great martyr, and whose 
paroxysms were usually of several weeks 
continuance ; he was 60 years of age. 

" The medicine was exhibited on the 1 7th 
of January, 1817, his pulse being 115. In 
half an hour, he had slight nausea, which 
soon went off. In five hours, a profuse 
perspiration came on, and the pain of the 
gout entirely subsided, leaving a soreness 
in the parts that had been affected. In 12 
hours, the bowels were gently moved, his 
pulse 105 and irregular; in J4, hours, his 
bowel') were acted on a second time ; in 19 
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hours, his pulse was 9^, and natural; in 4,9 
hours, he was quite well, and has continued 
so, a period of more than three months. 

^' The result of this case satisfied me that 
the infusion contained the specific remedy 
for the gout, and that the deposit is not 
necessary for its removal. 

**This rendered it probable that where« 
the deposit is taken along with the Infusion, 
Its solid form prevents it from being carried 
into the circulation of the blood, and it re- 
mains in th^ stomach, producing more or 
less mischief in that viscus, without being 
any way concerned in driving away the dis- 
ease for which the medicine was exhibited ; 
in this respect i:esembling many of the salts 
of mercury, which irritate the bowels, with- 
out relieving the symptoms of the venereal 
disease. ' - / 

*' I explained these opinions to Mr. Gat- 
combe, who gives me his assistance in my 
professional pursuits, and requested him to 
investigate this subject. 

" To do this more completely, he began 
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by repeating the three experiments detailed 
in my former Paper, substitutinjr the eaii 
raedicinale for the vinous infusion of colchi- 
cum, so as to determine with more preci- 
sion, whether they are or arc not the same 
medicine. 

" Exp. 1 . Thirty drops of the eau rae- 
dicinale with the deposit, were injected into 
the jugular vein of a dog ; the effects were 
the same as in my experiment with the 
same quantity of the vinous infusion of col- 
chicum, only the animal wass hours longer 
in recovering from them, and was purged 
for 9 hours afterwards. 

" Exp. 2. Sixty drops of the eau raedici- 
nale were given by the mouth to the same 
dog : the effect was less than in my expe- 
riment with the vinous infusion of colchi- 
cum, exhibited in the same quantity : this 
arose from a very copious evacuation of 
urine having been produced. 

" Exp. 3. One hundred and sixty drops 
of the eau medicinale, injected into the ju- 
gular vein of a dog, prodwced rather more 
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violent effects than in my eKpCTiraent witk' 
the same quantity of vinoi^s inf^^ion of goI** 
chicum: the animal died in 6 hours ; and 
after death the appearances of inflammatiorl 
in the bowels were more violent, approach* 
ing to mortification. 

" Mr. Gatcombe having found so exact 
a similarity in the effects of the two me- 
dicines in these trials, I requested him to 
make the following comparative experi* 
ment on the effects produced upon the sto- 
mach and bowels by the eau medicinale, in 
which there is a deposit, and the vinous 
infusion of colchicum/ in which there is 
none. 

•* Exp. 4. One hundred and sixty drops 
of the eau medicinale, taken by the mouth, 
produced the same effects, and left the same 
appearances after death, as when that quan- 
tity was injected into the vein, only the 
animal lived 9 instead of 6 hours. 

** One hundred and sixty drops of the 
vinous infusion of colchicum were given to 
a puppy of the same litter ; they produced 
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vomiting, purging, and a great flow of 
urine; but the animal very soon recovered. 

" Two hundred drops of the same infu- 
sion, after an interval of several days, were 
given to the same dog, and the effects were 
the .«ame ; the dog had become much im- 
proved in his looks nd condition. 

" Three hundred drops, after an interval 
of several days, were given to the same 
dog : effects, corresponding with tliose of 
160 drops of the eau medicinale, were pro- 
duced. The dug died in 9 hours ; and the 
appearances of inflammation after death 
were of the same kind, but not nearly so 
extensive. 

" From these experiments the eau medi- 
cinale with the deposit, produces double the 
irritation on the coats of the stomach and 
intestines that is brought on by the vinous 
infusion of colchicum: this probably arises 
from the local inflmamation brought on by 
the deposit upon the internal membrane of 
these viscera. 

" To determine as nearly as po.-^sible the 
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effects, of th^ deposit, whea^ applied in a 
solid form, to the coats of the stomach and 
intestines, Jthe following experiment was 
made. : 

WExp. 5, Six grains of the deposit of the 
vinous infusion of colchicum were given to 
a dag in bread and. milk ; in 3 hours it pro- 
dufied yowiting and purging, which lasted 
^4 Afpurs; during^ tlie latter part of that 
ti;0p jthere was blood in the stools, as 
well as in wbat.was brought up from the 
stpiuqch. . , 

f^ I wished tQ repeat this experiment with 
the deppsjt from the eau medjeinale, but 
found, in bottles that had been kept seven 
years, the wine had become vapid, and in 

• * 

this decomposed state tjie acrid part of the 
deposit had been taken up again ; so that 
in J2 bottles, pontaining different quantities, 
oply 5 grains could be procured, which was 
quite inert* *. ; 

*? Being at a loss to know whether the 
extractive matter deposited from the infu- 
.sion, is in reality more acrid to the stoqiach 

r 
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than that suspended in it, or the circui 
st-ance of its being applied in a solid forn* 
renders it so, I requested Professor Brande 
to acquaint me, if it could be the effect of 
any chemical decomposition having takea 
place. 

L ** He favoured me with the following 
ktsplanation, which is highly satisfactory. 
• There are certain vegetable bodies which^ 
when infused in water or diluted sprit, fur* 
i.*feh a solution which lets fall a sediment, in* 
pwhich their activity, as purgative medicines;, 
chiefly resides ; this is remarkably the case 
■with the wild cucumber or elaterium. The 
sediment is a very drastic purge ; the part 
fhat remains dissolved is comparatively mild 
ifi its operation upon the bowels.* This 
explanation of Professor Brande applies toi 
the colchicum, and we are now enabled to- 
^fcparate the purgative qualities of the vW- 
nous infusion of colchicum and eau medici- 
nale, from those which prove a specHic for 
the gout, in the simplest possible manner, 
by keeping them in large bottles instead 
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of small ones, and not going too near thie 
bottom. 

" It also explains what is asserted by 
Prosper Alpinus,* that the Egyptian wo» 
men eat 'A\e fresh bulbs, that they may grow 
fat; an effect which was found to take place 
in the dog, while the dose was confined 
within such Umits as not to act too violently , 
upon the bowels. 

" The bulbs of the Egyptian colchicum* ' 
when long kept, weigh one dram each ; on 
being steeped in water they double their 
weight; so that the quantity of extractive , 
matter contained in two or three recent i 
bulbs, while combined with the mucilagi- 
nous matter, of which the bulbs are prin- 
cipally composed, is not likely to be suffi- 
cient to do more than act as a brisk puiv 
gative, the occasional use of which tends to 
make people grow fat. 

" Since this Paper was read, the patient 
who is mentioned as having had the gout 
in January, has had another attack ; it came 

• Hist. Nat. Egypt, pars 1. lib. .*?. cnp. 14. 
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on the 10th of July, and was removed in 
the same manner as the former, by the same 
dose of the medicine. The President of the 
Society also, convinced by the evidence con- 
tatined in this ahd the former Paper, that the 
vinuni cblchici, in which there is no deposit, 
must be a less hurtful medicine than the 
eau njedicinale, thought it a duty to himself 
and the pubhc to make trial of it ; and on 
the adth of July, when the gout in his left 
hand and the whole of the joints on that 
side of the body was/very severe, allpWed 
me to give him 90 drops of the vinum col* 
chici, and found that the symptoms of gout 
were sooner and more completely rernoy#d 
than they had ever been by th?.eau,mefli- 
cinale, df which h6 has had an experience of 
seven yearsi having take^n it. r^ul^rjy ever 
since the 17th of February, 1810, and ,dur- 
ing that time kept a' regular accovint of the 
doises, their effects, and the intervals be- 
tween them/' 
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Before we.say more on the treatment of 
gout, let us enquire into the nature of the 
disease. It is one that is met with in many 
constituticrtis whenever the stomach is de- 
ranged^ and therefore has its origin from 
the state of the stomach ; and when it comes 
on, its symptoms are great pain and swell- 
ing in the different joints of the body ; great 
irritation and incessant cough, when it at- 
tacks the lungs ; palpitations of the heart, 
when it attacks that orgaiij symptoms of 
pressure upon the brain, when that impor- 
tant organ js:affect^d, itnd if it is of any 
continuance — rdeath : when the stomach is 
under its influence, .violent spasms in the 
muscular fibres that divide the cardiac and 
pyloric pprtionjs, and . prodigious quantities 
pfjga$ are eyolved and brought up by the 
mouth ; the orifice at the.cardia is often red 
and tuqiid. 

^ When the gput has repeatedly fallen upon 
the §ame joints, Jt is longer in the duration 
of the fits j and deposits a solid substance, 
which deprives the joint of its motion ; this. 
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when analysed, proves to be uric acid, a 
substance similat to that which most fre- 
quently produces calculus in the kidneys ; 
and afterwards, if not voided by die 
urethra, forms stone in the bladder: the 
affinity, therefore, between gout and that 
species of stone composed of uric acid, is 
very great, since their product is the same, 
and they both arise from a disturbed state 
of the stomach ; are also both met with in 
the same individual, and both predominate 
in Devonshire to such a degree, as to make 
the fact remarkable. The disease consists 
in the formation of uric acid, and cyder is 
the principal drink in use in that county. 

That both these diseases arise from irri- 
tation produced in the stomach, and that 
such irritation is brought on by different 
and even opposite causes, is most certain. 
That excess of wine in many habits, and 
high living, form one cause, is universally 
known ; but the late Sir Charles Blick was 
subject to gout during the early part of his 
life, when he drank water ; and he lost that 



diufMMiticn wtMn he was in the re^^ 
of drinkiBg mm. Many w^ter drinkars 
bAYO it ; In9n3r who li ve 8p8ringi]F» that havci 
anxiotts minds, are tiable to it. Men with 
sircmg stomachs, men with weak ones, all 
have had it. A ^ngle glass of particular 
Yifiae shall bring on gout im one person; 
the. same w^ie shall have no such eflfect 
upon another, but a small quantky of 
another wine shalL 

Fiom aE tthese faiAs we are led to this 
Cc^lQlusioDrHhdt a, deranged state of many 
ftoinachs js a predisppsing cause jipr the 
formation of uric acid^ which is either 
formed in the stomach, and then carried into 
the drculation, or the ingredients only are 
produced in the stomach, and these remain 
uncomhined till they get into the circulation, 
wh^re they are brought together in the se«- 
cretion of the urine^and crystallizein the pel-- 
vis of the kidney. What form the gouty 
mstti^ assumes in the cireuladoH, is not 
ma&sml to the prasent enquiry ; it is suffi«- 
ciemt for us to kiK>w, that when arrested in 
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miimteteanchfes of the arteries, by 
whiek the iligaments. of the joints are sup- 
plied , ; it there excites irritation ; but when 
r^oved) which, it often is ahnbst instan- 
tSL^eously, .from one set of vessels to ano- 
tb^f , the symptoms are sts auddenly trans^ 
lated :to other joints ; and I; now know,'that 
fprty -eight hours after : taking the colcbi«- 
cum, uric acid is frequently, carried o&Afk 
large quantities by the kiSndya^:.;. 

That thjs first formatiortof thel-ingrediefats 
of gout.is in the; stomach, id further ^fito^^ 
by magnesia, in many ^tom^tchs^ preventing 
goiit from taking {Jace; the dose s^o. grains 
taken every idghr ; several casies of this 
kind have occurred to Pntfessor Braise, of 
the Royal Institution, as well as to myself. 
The affinity between gout ahd. stone is 
further established, by the magnesia taken 
in. this way preventing gravel from being 
formed. . . i. y, .; 

If it is made out by esdpeviet^ee, ^thiat the 
-gout in the jpint;s.takie&'pkiae4ritoAiequ)^nce 
.o;f something.hurtful hging'^eaferataei in the 
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stomacb^ and- canned thrQUgh^ tiie>d]»u]jatM|i^ ^ 
to the joints afTected; if the gout flyings 
fr6iuone<part to another is the effect a£'.a 
change of ' ^lace ^f • this hurtRil substance^ 
arid if the /fciir6 is- the consequence of it& 
being carried off by the ♦kidneys, there can 
be no doubt that *fee «ooner it i»^ taken out 
of the body the better,- ^atever this sub- 
stance is, whether ^iirte acid, or any e^f its 
ingredients. * - -- 

Thd^e^iisffto the6ry 6f gout more con- 
sistent ^Vith our^preSeht knowledge of dis- 
eases tlrtn what is^ei^ adtaneed; since the 
product of gout is uric acid, whether in' the 
joints 6r scift parts. -V removed a tumor 
from the heel of ^ a gentleman, a martyr to 
the gout, weighing four ounces ; when ana- 
lysed by Professor Brande, it proved to be 
composed principally of uric acid. 

This notion is infinitely more probable 
than any derived from • the humoral patho- 
logy, and rend»rshhe-m6de of action of the 
colohidia>i ^kiVs difier^nt formd', easily ^ un- 
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objection, from the quickoew with which the 
paroxysm ia carried off. 

As soon as it becomes evident that there 
is a disposition to form uric acid in any con- 
stitution, alkalies are given to correct it ; or 
if the disposition is to form triple phos- 
phates, then acids are administered, to pre- , 
vent the acciimulation of those substances 
by whicli stone is formed. For the same 
reason, tlie moment symptoms of gout come 
on, the colchicum should be given, to pre- 
vent its increase or continuance, both of 
which produce a deposit of uric acid in the 
joints attacked. 

That the different preparations of colchi- 
cum are capable of carrying off the pa- 
roxysm of gout, will sufficiently appear in 
the annexed cases; it is only necessary lo 
ascertain which of the preparations recom- 
mended is the most effectual, and at the 
same time least injurious to the stomach, 
and to the constitution at large. 

In this respect the eau medicinale is an 
objectionable medicine; since it is kjjown 
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to produce con^dtraUe irritation Id the sto* ' 
mach, palpitations of tlie heart, irregularities 
in the pulse in many individuals, and I an 
one of that number ; and when these eifects 
take place in a great degree, the gout ts 
either not removed at all, or comes back 
with redoubled violence after a short inter* 
val. If the dose is too small to carry off ] 
the gout, and is repeated two or three times, j 
to produce that effect, its injurious efFecti 
upon the stomach are still greater ; and 
such a state of stomach renders the patient 
more Uable to gout than he was before. 

The noxious part of the eau medicinale 
appears from the experiments which have 
been detailed, to be the deposit which it 
lets fall by being long kept; it is also as- 
certained by them, that this deposit is not 
a necessary ingfedient to enable the medi^ i 
cine to cure the gout. 

No regular practitioner can take upon ' 
himself to recommend quack medicines, 
whose ingredients are unknown to him, 
and whose medical effects have not been 
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ascertained ; but many which, in their ori- 
gin were quack medicines, when once the 
preparations are known, may deserve a high 
place in tlie Pharmacopeia of the College 
of Physicians. 

Upon these grounds the eau medicinale, 
whose exact preparation is still a secret, is 
objectionable ; in one state it may be bene- 
iicial. in another hurtful, in another inert ; 
and it cannot always be procured in the 
same state. 

This objection is apphcable to all the 
other preparations of colchicum in the hands 
of individuals where exact proportions are 
kept secret, particularly if their beneficial 
effects are not superior to those of other 
preparations that areknown,_', - 

The vinum colcjiici, \vhe«: the' icifusiyn is 
TOade from the root collected at the latter 
end of August or the beginning of Septem- 
ber, digested for a week, then pressed, 
comes under these circumstances; and the 
dose required to remove the paroxysm is 
now known to be 60 minims, it rarely 
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deranges :br (ii3iigree$:.withi a* healthy stch 
mach, whether gout is or is not present; 
and when taken in water, without being in 
any way compounded, at. the tim^ the pa- 
tient labours under a paroxysm of gout, if: 
carries it off, and no second dose is rieces^ 
sary till another fit is brought on.* 

The circumstance of 60 minims-being the 
dose that has proved, sufficient in all the 
cases that hayfe come under my observation, 
and a larger dose not rempving the gout 

more; readily than 60 minims,; leads to the 
opinion that this medicine unites with the 

morbid matter, and carries it out of the cir- 
culation ; since in diseases of a different 
kind, some constitutions require different 
doses Ja^ prpduce the same eflfect^ arising 
fr9m the peculiarities belonging to each. • 
It is deserving observation^ that an over 
dose, or repeated doses in quit^ succession, 
that is within intervals off, 24 ,fhours, seem 
to prevent the gout.being entirely removed, 
and in the encji bring on a tremendous fit: 
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this must arise from the medicine having 
deranged the stomacli. 

Ther« is a peculiarity iii this medicine, 
which is, that in every way it is com- 
pounded, there is a hazard of diminishing its 
beneficial effects, (^ium is prohibited by 
the venders of the eau medicinale, as coun- 
teracting its virtues; and I believe all pre- 
parations of o{»uni weaken the benefidal 
eflfects of the vinum colchid. When it is 
rendered purgarive by compounding it, the 
vnedicine is less certain ; and any addition 
of acid is inadmissible in cases of stricture, 
and certainly is ill adapted to gout ; the 
more simple the mode of exhibition of a 
medicine, the more certainty there is of 
having the benefit of its peculiar virtues: 
the Hue pill, which is the most simple pre- 
paratbfi of mercury, is in more general use, 
■where the properties of mercury alone are 
•wanted, than any other. The vinum col- 
chici, in water, does not irritate the sto- 
madi, and is nearly tasteless ; this vehicle 
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is more jseiKlily cwiied into. the oir<6ri«(i0ii 
than any <^er; it wmA&tgoes no deooBOh- 
fDsifkm in the sKoraadH ^lerefwe canncM: 
4i»ttnis^ or interiero nvifih the effects of the 
mei^ne; it is tf!eKfore the only one, in 
j^s^oe to the medione, that shoyld beniaed 
The root <ii the cok^um i^uM be €o!- 
lected at the time it is in the most vigorous 
$t«te, which is the beginning of September. 
7he4nfuiM>n is Mi|y to he made once in Viie 
year ; a greater^ wntity of t^ roots should 
be employed than the wine can take i^, or 
the solution will not be a saturated one. 
. I h^ve ^®" |>?irticular , in foy. dietail of 
these ar^un^s^ce4> ^ the ca^si^is I shall 
bring forward were all ^treated by the hplbs 
collected and prepared in this particular 
manlier f and nrhenevei* ^he sntallest quan- 
tity tof idqpbfiat was found icm {he bottom 
lof ,lj%e bottie» JJne retnakidter was fUterfid 
through/papQTfbefoaad it frjas again used. If 
the vmim colchici is jqiade in any otk^r 
?mani»ei>f^if it is Qompounded fwkk any! qm-- 
dicines, or taken in any other dose than 60 
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iiiinjiiQ.s,.;or Repeated, under a lapse of four 
day^^r'the remarks uppn its effects are not 
applicable to the cases qf gout which will 
follow these qbservations, 3ince they have 
not been treated by the same medicine. 

Having gone so largely into the consi- 
deratipn qf gpnt, I shall begin my illustra- 
tions of it with cases in which it was con- 
nected with gravel ; and although the ure- 
thra was miich and frequently irritated .by 
the passing of uric acid, no disposition for 
stricture ever took place. 



CASE OF GOUT AND GRAVEL, IN WHICH THE 
URETHRA WAS FREQUENTLY SUBJECT TO 
A PAROXYSM OF GOUT. 

A. B., aged 71, in the year 1790, when 
41 years old, had an attack of pain in the 

« 

kidneys, and passed a quantity of gravel, 
^e went to Cheltenham, and by the use of 
the waters got perfectly well. In 1794,. 
he had for the first time an attack of gout^ 
which lasted six weeks. His habits were 
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usually those of taking vkJent exercise ; 
fixMia 17^ to 1800 he hunted regularly. 
In thfit year he had a violent nervous affec- 
tipOj which took away the use of his limbs : 
went to Bath, and completely recovered 
from this attack. He returned to the exer- 
Qse of hunting till 1808. In this year broke 
his leg^ which precluded him from taking 
exercise ; and from that time was occasion- 
ally attacked with slight fits of gout and 
gravel. In 18141 he had a severe fit of 
gout in the hfind, which was removed by 
the eau medicinale ; and by continuing all 
the summer at sea, remained without any 
return. In May, 1815, had a slight fit of 
gout. In January, 1 8 16, an attack of gravel. 
In 1817, well while at sea; but in Septem- 
ber passed gravel for several days, and had 
a slight fit of gout 

In Mardi und April, 1818, had violent 
attacks of both gout and gravel, so as nei- 
ther to be able to walk or ride: this was 
the corpmencejnent of pain in the neck of 
the bladder, and of passing bloody water. 
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While he remained at sea on board of a' 
sailing vessel, which he kept, continued ■ 
well. In September had a violent fit of 
gout, which lasted all that month. In Oc-' 
tober came to London, when I first saw'i 
him. At this time his complaint was sus- ' 
pected to be stone; but on examination, this' 
was ascertained not to be the case, and his ' 
symptoms appeared to be principally gout, ■ 
which attacked the neck of the bladder re-'i 
gularly after that part had been irritated byS 
passing gravel. He suffered through thd 
winter from gout and gravel. Upon taking^ 
the colchicum, both the symptoms of thffJ 
one and the other disease were relieved;*; 
but they very soon returned. * 

January, 1819, had much gout, and irri-' 

talion in the bladder and urethra, whicti 

was supposed to be gravel : he kept th& 

painful symptoms at bay by the black dropy 

, and during the summer by remaining at sea^j 

ling about, kept himself perfectly 
except a frequent irritation to make \ 
In D<;cember he suffered severely i 
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urethra, and was scarcely able lo walk, so 
great was the pain. He came to London ; 
had much pain in the journey. In i8ao, I 
was convinced that all his complaints were 
from gout, either upon the joints, or upon 
the urinary canals irritated by gravel hav- 
ing passed over them. I therefore desired 
him to return to the vinum colchici when- 
ever a severe attack came on, whether to 
him it appeared gout or gravel. At first he 
found the gout carried off by the medicine; 
but the next day the pain in the urethra was 
so severe, from the irritating quality of the 
uric acid in form of sand, that the use of 
the vinum colchici had removed from the 
circulation, and was dicharged by the uri- 
nary passages, as to be insupportable. 

Dec. 25th, 1820, he took 60 minims of 
the vinum colchichi, in consequence of a 
numbing aching pain in the urethra ; in 20 
hours he had an abundant, easy, lax motion, 
and the feel of comfort and relief in all the 
parts that had been affected, there only re- 
maining a smarting in the act of making 
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water ; but as this particular symptom ne- 
ver went entirely off, nothing but time and 
an absence from the severer attacks could 
entirely carry it off. He therefore took up 
the use of distilled water to prevent the for- 
mation of sand, and has, I believe, remained 
P free from gravel. 



I 



CASE OF GOUT AND STRICTURE. 



I 



A gentleman, who had been subject 
srricture for nearly twenty years, and wl 
w hsd also had frequent attacks, and these aS 
I'long continuance, of gout, put himself under 
rmy care for the cure of a stricture, in thfa 
Pyear 1797; at that time he was 61 yearr 
of age- His stricture had become occasion- 
fsdly very troublesome, while under the 
Fgout, requiring a small bougie to be passi 
»once a day at least, to enable him to ma] 
water, sometimes more frequently. Tl 
application of the armed bougie did not 
first bring on gout, and I was enabled 
destroy a stricture, at the distance of thi 
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incsfa^s^ with only ope attack of strangury ; 
asfd afterwards destroyed another stricture 
at six inches and a half; and when the bou^ 
gie of a tolerably full size could be passed 
into the bladder, he made water very freely. 
This, however, was of short continuance, 
for in a few months the gout came on, and 
in one attack brought back a spasmodic con^ 
traction in the urethra ; this went off when 
the gout left him ; but as he became liable 
to several fits of goirt in the year, and each 
of them had more or less an efiect in en- 
creasing the stricture, in the oc»irse of five 
y^r$ the patient was under tiie necessity 
of .having daily recourse to a small bougie, 
^ before, gnd sometimes failed in passing 
jit| when my tssista^ce was reqiiired for 
that purposi^. His gout was not confined to 
his joints ; he h«d one severe attack upon 
,the Iw^s, which lasted several weeks, but 
went off without producing any permanent 
mischief. 

In the year 1806, when in his 70th year, 
after suffering from gout twenty-six years. 
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he might be said never to be entirely free 
from gout, or an irritation in his bladder 
threatening strangury. His death, which 
took place at this time, was in consequence 
of gout in the stomach. I am not aware that 
the appearances of gout in the stomach have 
been accurately described ; I shall therefore 
state what they were in this case. 

The attack on the stomach lasted about 
three weeks, during which period the symp- 
toms were— a burning heat in the lower 
part of the gullet and stomach, an aversion 
to every thing but milk and water, insuf- 
ferable thirst, and great distress in the 
region of the stomach. The Phyicians 
ordered gout cordials, which he positively 
refused to take. He said the hot plan, 
would not do, he must follow the cold one. 
Three days before his death, he told me 
he felt that he could not live ; and died 
exhausted by the constant pain in the 
stomach. 
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APPEARANCES MET WITH AFTER DEATH, 

The stomach externally, as well as the 
other viscera, had their natural appearance ; 
.but opening into that viscus, the cardiac 
orifice was of a bright red colour, tumid, 
and swoln ; this red appearance extended 
for nearly an inch into the canal of the 
.oesophagus, and about two inches along the 
.membranes lining the cavity. The sto^ 
mach itself was flaccid, and there were 
small spots of .a dark red colour in dif- 
ferent parts of its internal surface. 

Upon examining^ the urethra, the strict 
ture admitted with difficulty a small probe, 
and the inner surface of the bladder was 
rough, and in a very irritated state, as if the 
inner coat had been dissected off. 

Having stated a case of gout complicated 
with stricture, in which the disease proved 
fatal by attacking the stomach, I shall give 
another case of gout in confirmation of the 
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last, the symptoms in the stomach, and the 
appearances met with in that organ after 
death, being nearly alike. 

CaseU. 

A genttetnjm, who had been liable to 
what is called hereditary gout, from an 
early period of life (his father having suf- 
fered severely from that disease), had the 
iits increase as he grew up ; they lasted 
several months, and were not confined to 
his joints, but attacked the internal viscera. 
He lived freely when young; his first fit 
of gout was when 25 years old ; he was 
almost a cripple at 42; and in his 51st 
year died, after suffering from gout sixtebn 
years. 

For the last two years of his life he lired 
very irregularly ; at times entirely on ve- 
getables and milk ; at others, in despair 
from no relief being obtained by such diet, 
very freely, and indulged in wine. 

About ten weeks before his death, when 
50 years of age, he was affected with slight 
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iaxfrh<»a, attianded widi pan m Has Utywdfl 
juid loss of appetite, v(itbo«ik fearer : tbe 
pain was not acute. This continued ^gfat 
weeks, when his stomach wis afiected wiA 
sickness and occasional fits of vomitings 
with a total dist%lish for aAl kinds of food. 
The sickness gradually encreased, and th« 
r0tduhg§ Were more frequent -, Und for ^ 
last week he «ould take nothing but cold 
water. Whdt he vomited was greenish w»- 
ter, and seotnid to exceed in quantity whett 
had \mn tmAldwed ; after a little time the 
Wtt^ Vomited Was yellow, and deposited it 
segment. Tlie air or gas which he dis^ 
eh^ed ir^y#a!-dd Wh6n he retched, had a 
^hoiig ivemohiftcal ^mell^ like stale urine ; 
a^ liv^ fiald t>p6i^ht Mp had the same 
stmlt At Itffit ht comj^fned of pain and 
heat at the |»it of the stomach ; the gas rose 
in his ^roa^, and tasted to him acid. Under 
these «ireumstahdes he ffied. 

On inspecting the body, the viscera of 
the abdomen had a healthy appearance; 
the coats of the stomach were universally 
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flaccid and relaxed; its cavity contained 
about eight ounces of a greenish coloured 
liquid. On inspecting the internal mem- 
brane immediately within the cardiac orifice, 
there was on each side a space four inches 
square, which had a high degree of blush 
upon it; on the upper surface the colour 
wasdark.upon theunder,brightred. Look- 
ing at this with a magnifying glass, the 
blush was produced by an infinite number 
of red points on the villi, but no branches 
could be discerned, nor any appearance of 
extravasation. The rest of the internal 
membrane had nearly the healthy appear- 
ance, except at the pylorus; and for some 
space from it, extending into the cavity, the 
villi were more tumid ; the tesselated ap- 
pearance of the surface was unusually dis- 
tinct ; and when the coats of the stomach 
were held up between the eye and the light, 
they had a dark tint, altliough the surface 
was not discoloured. 
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in both these cases the gout run its course 
^vithout being interrupted by the effect of 
any medicine; in both the termination was 
fatal, in consequence of its falling upQn the 
stomach. 

The only mode of forming an estimate of 
the advantages derived from the use of the 
vjnum cplchici^ will be tp give two cases in 
d^taij^ in which the eau medicinale was used 
for some years, and afterwards the vinum 
colchici. 

The two cases I shall select for that pur* 
pose. are, my own, and that of the late Pre- 
sident ,of the Royal Society. This last, I 
grieve to say, has run its course, but that 
was a course of thirty-six years ; and as 
the notes Were kept by himself, it is per- 
haps the : most instructive history of the 
disease that will ever be laid before the 
public, and the most favourable to the use 
of the vinum colchici. 

In giving the history of my own case, as 
one in which the gout has been successfully 
treated by means of the vinum colchici, it 



333 GOUTY ATTACKS ON THE tJRETHRA 

is proper to mention, that I am the only 
individual of my family who has had that 
disease. My father suffered from the atone 
for the last thirty years of his life, and tUed 
at 7a, of apoplexy : after death, twelve 
stones of a moderate size were found in 
the bladder. 

From this circumstance, it was natural 
that I sliould be more afraid of having the 
stone than gout ; but as the two diseases 
produce one common product — uric acid— 1 
was anxious to avoid every thing that could 
give it a tendency to lodge in the kidneys. 
This I knew could be best done by fol- 
lowing an active life, and avoiding acids. 

As my natural constitution tended to pro- 
fuse perspiration, the free use of liquids and 
a generous diet, were the means I adopted 
to avoid this dreadful malady. In avoiding 
Scylla I may be said to have fallen upon 
Charybdis ; that is, in avoiding the stone, 
to Imve laid the foundation of gout. Al- 
though I may have done so, the sdence of 
Surgery, which has been the pursuit of my 
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life, has provided me with the rsm^m of r^ 
polling the attacks of that dreadful malady* 

MY OWN CASE. 

In the year 1805, when 49 years old, I 
had the first attadc of gout ; it came in die 
ball i>f the great toe, and went off in a few 
days. In 1807 1 had another, more severe. 
In 1808, one still more so. At this time I 
bathed in the sea, and the fits always came 
on almost immediately on my quitting the 
sea-side, which made me leave off sea 
badiing. 

In 1809, the gout encreased upon me 
so much^thatin 1810^ while in a severest, 
I took, on the 6th of October at half past 
one in the morning, 60 minims of the eaii 
medichiale. At eight o'clock there was a 
isSaght moisture on the skin : the pain of gout 
became ttationary. I got up at nine, and had 
a relaxed motion. At twelve I felt nausea 
and languor ; my pulse had sunk frc»ii B6 
to 78; the p^tin of the gout was entirely 
removed,. I had two more loose motions 
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in the course of the day. In October, i8ii^ 
I had a return of gout, and immediately took 
half a bottle of the eau medicinale ; in 6 
hours the pain was gone ; but in la hours 
I had a violent palpitation in the heart, an 
intermitting pulse, with feeling of great de- 
pression. I remained in this state several 
hours, at the end of which the symptoms 
gradually subsided. 

The gout returned in October 1812. I 
took the same dose of the eau medicinale 
at bed time; the pain was lessened but not 
removed, and I was able to go out in the 
carriage. The dose was repeated next 
night ; towards morning the gout came 
into my ankle with so much violence, that 
I was unable to move ; and although the 
use of opium is interdicted as counteracting 
the beneficial effects of the medicine, I had 
15 grs. of Dover's powder ready, and if the 
pain had continued an hour longer, I de- 
termined to take it; but the pain in that 
period diminished. In 1813 the gout re- 
turned, and 60 minims of the eau medicinale 
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i^emoved it, without produdng any unplea« 
sant symptoms^ 

In 1815, the gout was brought on by 
having walked two miles while in the coun«- 
try, a greater distance than usual. I now 
wished to see whether, if left to itself, the 
gout would be of long continuance, that I 
might afterwards know whether it was 
really necessary to have recourse to so vio- 
lent a medicine. At the end of four weeks, 
in which I suffered severely, I took 60 mi- 
nims at bed time, and next morning was 
well enough to go out as usual. 

After this severe attack I had no return 
of gout till September 1817. At that time 
I had been confined by a tumour formed 
in the neck, between the oesophagus and 
carotid artery, which mortified and came 
away, leaving me extremely weak; and 
what is curious, a weakness and coldness 
in the knee, leg, and foot of the left or op- 
posite side, appeared to be brought on by 
it : this I considered to be the effect of the 
tumour having pressed on the great inter- 
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costal nerve. The moment I was well 
enough to walk the gout came into the left 
foot. In three days it became so severe, 
that I took 60 minims of the vinum col- 
chici, notwithstanding the degree of weak- 
ness to which I was reduced ; since what- 
ever violent effects the medicine might have 
produced, they could not exceed those of a 
long continued fit of gout; in three days 
the gout went entirely off, and there was 
no other sensible effect from the medicine. 
This was the first time of taking it. 

On the 1st of October, after walking 
about two miles, the gout returned ; and by 
the 7th was so much encreased, that I took 
60 minims of the vinum colchici : on the 
9th the gout was gone. On the jith, in 
my walk I accidentally had to cross a 
ploughed field ; the fatigue brought back 
the gout in my knee. On the 14th, the 
pain made me take 60 minims of the vinum 
colchici, which in a few hours removed the 
pain ; but the swelling continued several 
days. 
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' On the fid of November I felt unea»Aess 
in my foot; and, as next day I had a large 
tumor to remove from a woman's head at 
St. George's Hospital, I took 60 minims of 
vkium cblchicum as a preventive ; and no 
gout came on ; so that I was enabled to 
perform the operation, which to many ap- 
peared beyond the power of our art: this 
circumstance made me anxious lest a fit of 
the gout might be misrepresented, and I 
should be considered as deterred from the 
performance of the operation. 

On the 30th of June the gout attacked 
my right foot. I took 60 minims of the 
vnium colchid, and fell asleep in an hour. 
Next forenoon had slight nausea, and was 
lame : both went ofFin the course of the day. 

I had no return of gout till March 5th, 
i8ii9, when it attacked the outside of iny 
foot ; I took 60 minims of the vihum col- 
chici. In 8 hours the pain, while at. rest, 
subsided ; and although I dined in company, 
the pain went off in the course of the day. 

March 16th. Gout returned, but was im- 

VOL. III. ' -Z 



GOUTY ATTACKS ON THE URETHRA 



mediately removed by 60 minims vinum 
colchici. 

March ssd. Having drank Burgundy, 
which does not agree with my stomach, the 
gout came again into my foot, but waaf 
removed by 60 minims vinum colchici. 

July 4th. I got up a ladder to see the 
comet ; the exertion brought on gout next 
day; 60 minims vinum colchici in 8 hour* 
removed the pain, and in 3 more the ten*J 
derness. 

December 8th, 1819. The gout came int 
the joint of the great toe ; 60 minims vi* 
num colchici relieved me in 8 hours, with-^ 
out producing any sensible effect. 

Jan. 1st, 1820. Had an attack of erysj^ 
pelas on the outer edge of the left foot, from 
exposure to the air in a cold frosty night, 
without cork soles, which I had always 
worn. On the third day the gout came into 
the ankle : this was known by the pain hav- 
ing become the same in whatever position 
the leg was placed ; that from the erisype- 
las was only felt when I stood up. I took 
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6a tninirns vinutn colchici, which reoioved 
the gout, but had no good eflfect on the 
erysipelas, whifch brought on next day a 
chilly fit r after this the foot became red^ 
and the ankle swoln. I fought against th^ 
pain, and continued ray Lectures every other 
day, but could not take bark, my stongiAch 
not bearing it. On the 8th the gout at-^ 
tacked the foot ; it was removed by 60 mi- 
nims vinum colcjiici ; but the erysipelas had 
encreased, and confined me to my room. - 
On the 13th the gout came into my left 
knee ; it was removed by 60 minims vinum 
colchid. The erysipelas went from th? 
left foot to the right, which became swdia 
^md tender, with a large red splotch upon 
the instep : the pain was removed by Do- 
ver^s powder and laudanum. On the 19th 
the gout came into my knee ; I took 60 mit- 
nims vinum odchid, which removed :it, but 
I could not get the better of the erysipelas. 
This by the 23d was abated, but on tlie 
27th there was a recurrence of gout ; I took 
6b minims vinum colchici, which removed 
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it. On the 30th of January I was free from 
gout, but my feet so tender from the ery- 
sipelas, that I could not stand. In this state 
I went twenty miles in a post chaise, and 
was kept sitting upon a common chair all 
day, not getting to London till nine at night, 
faint with fatigue, want of food, and over 
exertion. 

I continued from this time confined to 
my room with the erysipelas in my right 
foot and leg, and extreme tenderness in the 
sole of the left foot, so that I could not walk. 
I attempted to take the bark, but my sto- 
mach was oppressed by it, even in the form 
of tincture. On the loth of February, the 
gout came into my right knee at five in the 
evening; I took 60 minims vinum colchici, 
which relieved that joint. On the 13th, 
upon using exertion, it returned in the left 
knee; I took 70 minims vinum colchict, 
which removed it. At this time the erysi- 
pelas was less extensive ; the red splotch 
on the instep was diminished, and had be- 
i.coiue darker. On the I4,th, the swelling, 
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of both feet was nearly gone, bang slighter 
than at any time since the first coming on* 
of the erysipelas. 

On the 20th, I was recovering slowly^ 
from the weak state of my joints, and the 
tenderness of my feet, and was able to 
stand, and walk two or three yards upon 
crutches. At five o'clock in the evening 
had a chilly fit, languor, loss of appetite, 
arid erysipelatous inflammation ppon my 
right foot. This attack I considered to be 
truly erysipelatous, never at any time hav- 
ing had gout preceded by chilliness. On the 
21 St, at nine at night, the gout came on with 
much violence in both knees. I went to bed 
in great agony, and at half past nine took 
75 minims vinum colchici, which in 8 hours 
entirely relieved the pain. From this time 
I could walk about with a stick, the soles of 
my feet not having recovered the effects of 
the erysipelatous inflammation, although 
the complaint itself appeared to be gone, 

I had no return of gout till March 5th ; 
the attack was confined to my great toe, 
which became agitated by a tremulous 
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motion/ attended with great pain ; but by 
stopping this motion with a bandage, the 
pain was bearable : I took 60 minims vinum 
Goldiici^ in 8 hours the pain was entirely 
removed ; and in 24 hours the toe was as 
well as before the attack. On the 12th, I 
had a similar attack in my knee ; took 60 
ininims vinum colchici ; in 8 hours exactly 
by the watch it went off. 

On the 15th the gout returned in the 
knee^ brought on by over exertion ; I took 
70 minims vinum colchici, and went to bed ; 
the urine was loaded with uric acid. In 
the morning, in 1 8 hours, I was perfectly 
well. On the 22d, after a too great exer- 
tion, I fdt the gout coming on, and imme- 
diately took 60 minims vinum colchici; 
the pain did not become severe, and in 8 
hours went off. On the 5th of April the 
gout returned, upon walking too much, and 
my feet swelled from weakness ; 60 minims 
vinum colchici removed it in 8 hours The 
first 24 hours the urine limpid ; at the end 
of 48 hours it became loaded with uric 
acid. 



Up to this period it would appear^ that 
ndther my constitutjon nor my legs and 
feet, had completely recovered from the 
effects of the erysipelas ; as from this time 
common exertion no longer brought on re* 
turn of gout; and I acquired strength in 
.my limbs, which I had not done before, 
from the effects of the erysipelas inducing 
such quick returns of gout. 

It is curious that the vinum colchici never 
failed, in any one instance, removing the 
gout in S hours ; but had no effect on the 
erysipelas. The quickness of the.returas 
might hav^ been expected to weaken, the 
beneficial effect of the medicine ; 60 or 70 
.minims vinum colchici answering equally 
. in Cfirrying off the fits^ 

Such a series of attacks, continued for 
more than three months, under common 
. drcumstances, must have injured my joints, 
and rendered some of them stiff; but not- 
withstanding that exercise brought on such 
quick returns of gout, I persevered in it, 
and kept up their motion;, sp that: when 
I recovered from the fit in Aprili not a 
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ligament or cartilage retained any of the 
effects produced by the deposit of gouty 
matter : this I attributed to the uric acid 
being carried off by urine. 

From that time I had no return of gout 
till July 25th ; it began on the outside of 
the foot. At first it was slight, not depriv- 
ing me of walking exercise ; but at the end 
of three days encreased so much as to make 
me walk lame: I took 60 minims vinutn 
colchici, which in 8 hours carried off the 
pain ; the urine underwent no visible 
change. 

November 10th, I strained my right foot 
ill the evening. On the 11th, felt pain in 
walking; at twelve o'clock at night I awoke 
with the uneasiness it produced. In the 
morning, on putting my foot to the ground, 
I could scarcely bear the weight of my body: 
this was in the country. I came immedi- 
ately to town ; it encreased so much that 
my ankle at two o'clock was swelled, and 
gave me great pain. I immediately took 
60 minims vinum colchici, went to bed, and 
remained there till next morning. I got 
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up next morning at my usual hour quite 
well, and dined out in company. The urine 
that day was much loaded with uric add. 
On the 14th, the urine was of its usual 
colour. 

I have had no gout since November ; nor 
have I any of the local or constitutional ma- 
ladies consequent to gout. I am in my 65th 
year ; my stomach does not appear to be 
impaired in the smallest degre. I never 
had an attack of gravel; nor any visceral 
disease. 



* A strong healthy man, who had under-* 
gone great fatigue and exertion during his 
youth, »nd lived freely at that period, when 
arrived at the age of 4a, had an attack of 
gout in June, in his foot, which confined 
him 14 days. When 47, a second in March, 
which confined him 12 days. When 48, one 
fit in November, which confined him 23 
days. When 50, a fit in March, which con* 
fined him 10 days ; his ankles for the first 
time began to swell. When 51 , had two fits, 
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which confined him 35 days. When 52, had, 
two fits ; was confined 27 days. When 53,. 
had three fits ; was confined 65 days : took 
up the plan of purging every night with 
Anderson's pills. When 54, had three fits ; 
was confined 38 days ; drank little wine, 
and substituted grog, one-tenth brandy, as 
small drink. When 55, one fit ; confined 
4 days ; took up the use of ginger, which 
relieved the stomach, but not the gout. 
When 56, had three fits ; was confined 40 
days ; during the attack had tormina, or 
spasms in the bowels. When 57, had four 
fits, and was confined 58 days. When 58, 
had three fits; was confined 59 days. 
Wlien 59, three fits; was confined 48 days; 
riding almost impracticable; trotting pro- 
duced bloody urine ; left off animal food, 
and drank only water. When 60, had four 
fits ; was confined 73 days; tormina ceased. 
When 61, had three fits ; was confined gi 
days. When 62, one fit ; was confined 41 
days. An abscess formed in the calf of ihe 
leg, which was 25 days in healing. When 
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6g, one fit ; was confined 77 days. -When 
68> had four fits ; was confined jS8 days. 

When in his 65th year, on the 10th 
of February, 1810, caught cold, by stand- 
ing on the stone floor of the Souterrain of 
the British Museum* The gout attacked 
the great toe, and spread to the other toes 
and ankle. On the 17th, the knee, hip, and 
shoulder, and the left hand, were afiected; 
the right was threatened; the pulse 94# 
Under these circumstances he took half a 
bottle^of eau medicinale, which a lady had 
brought him. I saw him immediately after, 
and said I was glad of it, as this would be a 
loqg fit if left to itself. 

The medicine was taken at ten o'clock; 
in half an hour a strong glow of insensible 
perspiration came on ; in one hour the pain 
ceased, the foot only continued sore. At 
twelve next day, the 18th, the pulse was 
.60. At four o'clock bad a popious stool, 
and the soreness of the foot was diminished ; 
the foot remained swelled and weak. All day 
had a half nausea ; eat little. At ni^ht took 
a Scotch pill ; had two loose stools ; slept 
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ill. On the 39th, at four o'clock, the pulse 
72 ; made a middling dinner. At half past 
ten at night took the other half bottle ; in less 
than an hour a glow and perspiration came 
on. He slept well ; had a stool at three in 
the morning. At noon the pulse 68. On 
the e5th, the foot had recovered the natural 
appearance. He had in the last four days 
an unusual secretion of urine, but no more 
gout. 

March 7th. On the return of gout, took 
60 minims, which acted as before; had no 
occasion to repeat the dose. March 27th, 
took 60 minims, the gout coming on ; the 
effects the same. April loth, the gout re- 
turned; he took 60 minims, which carried 
it off. On the 24th, the gout made the same 
dose necessary. May 7th, had much dumb 
gout, particularly in the chest ; 60 minims 
at night removed it. On the eist the gout 
came on, and was cured by the same dose. 
Another fit began on the 4ih ; took the 
same dose, which carried it oft^". Again on 
the 15th, and the sgth, took the medicine. 
July 10th, took one-third of a bottle, and ' 
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i:epeated it next day. 20th, the gout re- 
turned ; took half a bottle. 

August 4th^ iSthy and 99th, had occasion 
to take it. September 13th, it purged, and 
the gout returned. 16th, it \irsLS repeated. 
50th, the fit unusually violent ; took it. On 
the 5th October able to ride a pony. 11th 
and 22d, took it in the same dose. 23d, 
made a journey into the country. Novem- 
ber 2d, had occasion to take it. On the 3d, 
the gout increased; took it again. On the 
6th, repeated the dose ; and next day got 
back to London. From these rapid re- 
turns, he was advised to vary the mode of 
taking it. 

From this time he tried taking small 
doses daily, till 17th February, 1813. The 
medicine at this time having failed in small 
doses ; and now, upon return of gout, 80 
drops not giving complete relief. Dr. Jones, 
who was accredited as the best informed 
person upon the subject of this medicine, 
advised taking 80 drops every night, till the 
disease gave way. This plan was followed 
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four days ; it then felt upon the bowels, 
the effect of whidi lasted several days ; and 
then the gout returned with such force as 
to confine him to his bed foir four month^^ 
in which time the skin of the back morti- 
fied, from the pressure upon it, as he couflEf 
only lie in one position ; aiid a slough had 
formed one inch square. This made it 
necessary for him to change his posture, 
and sit upon a chair; but the knee joints, 
during so long an interval of inaction, no 
longer admitted of motion without that de- 
gree of pain that induced gout, and there-^ 
fore all attempts to bring them straight 
were given up. 

No fit came on till the s^th of June, 
1813, which readily gave way to 60 minims 
of thfe eau medicmale. About this time he 
was overturned in a coach, and kept, in 
consequence of his lameness, at the bottom 
of the carriage, without an opportunity of 
making water ; when he did so, the blad- 
der was greatly distended, and he passed a 
cakulus, which was nearly an inch long. 
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cylindrical and smooth, as if its present 
shape had been acquired in the uretetL His 
long a>nfinement had probably given 0Gca« 
casicm to the formation of this concretion. 

From this time 15 grs. of magnesia were 
taken every night; but although persevered 
in till Juhe» 1816, produced no sensible ef^ 
feet : it was then left off. The gout did 
not return till the 11th of February, 1814. 
From this time to December 3d, the me* 
dicine was taken 141 times, in the dose of 
70 minims, which removed the fit. In 
18159 it was taken 21 times. In 1816, si 
limes. To the soth of July, 10 times, in 
the some dose, which never failed in carry* 
ing pff the fit. 

On the S7th of January, 1817, had a shi- 
vering fit, independent of gout, followed by 
inflammation round the root of the nail of 
the great toe. He took the medicine 8 
times between that time and July 20tb, 
1817; but in April was attacked with ery- 
sipelas, which run along the roots of the 
nails of the toes, and confined him to bed. 
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On the 2Qth of July, he began, at my 
recommendation, the vinum colchici, de- 
prived of its deposit; and from an appre- 
hension that in that state It must be weaker 
than the eau medicinale, it was taken in 
doses of 70 and 80 minims ; but the expe- 
rience of a twelvemonth explained that this 
was not the case. In 1817, from July, he 
took it 8 times. In 1818, the dose was re- 
duced to 60 minims, which he took 31 times. 
In i8ig, 30 times. 

In an attack that came on in December, 
1819, he had none of the usual symptoms. 
He had a total failure of appetite, giddiness, 
retchings, a desire for cold soft substances, 
and dreamt of dining on rice milk. These 
I assured him were symptoms of gout in 
the stomach, and there was now an oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining whether the vinum 
colchici could remove an attack on that vis- 
cus. He took 50 minims vinum colchici. 
These symptoms were equally removed as 
the affections of the joints ; and three days 
after taking tlie medicine, his stomach was 
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sowmuchTecov^redy'dMt he could eat. pork 
wth an appetite* • > 

In. Janttaryy iB^o^ his^ general health ben 
gan.. to. decline^ and his ^toms^h to fail; 
breakfast^ his favourite meal, he could not 
eat From jthis time there was no gout in 
the joints. . This gradual falling off regu- 
larly encFeased. ^ On the 19th of March he 
consulted i Dr. Maton and Dr. BaiUie, for 
his stomach and general health ; but a slight 
fit of gout in April attacking his wrists he 
took his vinumcolchici, 60 minims, and ab- 
stained 'from the- useof his other medicines. 
The goUt immediately left the wrist, but it 
^ net appear that the stomach was at all 
b^iefited ; this, made him consider the af<» 
fiactions of the stomach independent of gout. 
. On :the:3d of May took leave of his Phy- 
sidans, from an impression that medicine 
did him no good. ^ He consented to take 
Cayenne pepper in pills, 5 grs. each, which 
kept his stomach froni' getting worse ; but 
litried in vain to persuade him that the state 
of his^ stomach was produced by gout ; but 
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the vinum colchici having cured his wrist, 
and not relieved the stoiuachj made him 
obstinately adhere? to his opinion , that it was 
a natural decay; and no peraiasion that I 
could use would make him take the vinum 
colchici, as he said he had no gout. 

On the 5th of May he went to his coun- 
try house, nine miles from town. He did 
not improve by the change of air : he was 
unable to sit up more than .six hours : ia a 
few days became so weak as not to exceed 
four; tiien two; and was ^ last confined 
to his bed. His stomach at this time bear- 
ing nothing but iced whey, for two days 
nothing at all; and there was violent 
pam at the cardiac and nylortc otifices. 
These symptoms I told him corresponded 
so exactly with what I had met with in other 
cases of gout in tlie stomach, tiiat I now 
had no doubt of their arising from gout. 

On the ]5,lh of June, at three o'ciodc tn 
the morning, I persuaded him to take the 
vinum colchici: in an agony of pain he 
took 4,0 mioiois. In two hours he was 
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easier; in about four or five fell asleep; 
after which there was no return of spasm. 
His stomach now retained an egg, beat up 
with brandy, sugar, and water, three times 
a day, till the i8th ; and he was in all res- 
jiects so sensibly better as to declare, that 
the medicine had saved his life : on this 
day at noon the spasms returned. At one 
o'clock I gave him 50 minims vinura col- 
chici; it produced no apparent effect; and 
on Monday morning about nine o'clock 
he was to all appearance dead. The body 
continued warm till Tuesday evening, par- 
ticularly under the armpits. On Wed- 
nesday morning the whole body was in a 
profuse perspiration, exactly as it had usu- 
ally been within eighteen hours after taking 
the medicine; so that this was the last effort 
of life. The body then became cold. 

After the minute detail of these last two 
oases, wider the treatment of vinum col- 
chici, no information of importance can be 
derived by giving a greater number of 
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simple cases of gout ; but it is of iropoi'- 
tance to state one, in which gout and stric- 
ture were combined. 



CASE OF STRICTURE AND GOUT, REgUIRfNG 
THE ARMED BOUGIE FOR THE ONE, THE 

' COLCHICUM FOR THE OTHER. 

H" 

An officer, aged 32, put himself under 
my care with a large abscess in perinEeo, in 
consequence of stricture, which I opened 
with a lancet on the 16th of January, 1830. 
On the 23d I attempted to pass a bougie, 
which stopped at three inches, with great 
pain, and shooting down to the wound in 
perinieo. On the 20th, applied the caustic; 
the pain was very severe, and lasted se- 
veral hours. 

On the 27th, the gout came on the foot 
with great violence. He had been subject 
to this disease since he was 21 years old, 
having had a fit in 1810, that lasted ten 
days, in both ankles. A second fit in 1814, 
in the ball of the great toe. His next 
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severe fit wmj in January, iSso, winch lOab^ i 
fined him : near iliiree months. Thiai>en4. 
dered it probable that, the present attabk 
would not soOn go off. I gave him 60 na* ? 
nims of vinum oolchtd. which made himi 
retchi^ and very uneasy in his stomach; the 
only instance in which this has occurred 
within my own observation. The gout 
went away in Id hours. . 

Feb. 3d, I passed a bougie, which went 
intQ the bladder ; it produced a hot fit, but 
no previous chill. On the 5th, all irrita- 
tion went- off; and en the 6th the same 
bougie passed readily, and without pain. 
There has been no return of gout, and 
the stricture is gone. 

The following uncommon symptoms, of 
gout,, are equally readily removed by the 
Me of the vinum colchici^ as attacjcs on the 

joints. ^ 

In one, patient a violent gouty cough was 
removed in 8 hours by 60 minims vinum 
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ooichici ; and had not returned wh»i I saw 
the patient many months afterwards. 

In another patient, who, having lost the 
commcxi gouty affections of his limbs, to 
which he had been many years subject, 
had periodical attacks of pal|^tations of the 
heart, that came on regularly at three 
o'clock in the morning ; these were re- 
moved by 60 minims vinum colchici. 

i shall conclude this Chapter with the fol- 
lowing declarations: 

That in no case under my own imme- 
diate observation, has the dose of 60 mi- 
nims of the vinum colchici, prepared as 1 
have directed, failed in removing the pa- 
roxysm. 

In one case only has it produced any 
irritation or disturbance in the stomach or 
bowels ; and, what is very important, in 
none of those who have taken it, has there 
been any gouty deposit in the jdnts. 
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OPERATIOK FOR THE STONE. 

-1 - . . . • ' , • - •; 

^om the Philosophical Transactions.2 

Nts perfofffled the Wgh opefation for 
the stbne in a tnanrrer less setret^ and les8 
daigef ous to the patient than that now m 
wde, and hy which the stotte is mofe easily 
diffracted, I am desiiious of having it put 
upon record in the Philosophical Transae*^ 
tictts, that at the same time it is made pub*^ 
lie, my claim to the first adoption of this 
mode may be established, which could not 
be so well done, were I to postpone the 
present communication . 

Whtte the high operation for the stone 
admitted of • no other channel for carrjring 
off the urine than throi^h the wound, it 
was tdr me Ofl6 Whidi nevw ought to be 
adopted J the titirte^klritost dways itisinu- 
ating itself into the cellular membrane 
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behind the pubes, producing sloughs, and 
consequently abscesses ; indeed the want 
of a depending opening, in my opinion, 
was sufficient to condemn for ever such an 
operation. 

When Mr. Carpue informed me, that in 
France a mode of operating for the stone 
had been adopted, in which, by introducing 
a flexible gum catheter through a wound 
in the perinaeum, tlie disadvantages of the 
want of a depending opening was avoided 
on the one hand; and the division of the 
prostate gland wholly or partially, which is 
the most dangerous part of the lateral ope- 
ration, was avoided on the other ; and put 
his worlc upon that subject into my hands, 
I confess that such an operation appeared 
to be deserving of the attention of English 
Surgeons; and by means of still further 
improvements upon it, which I saw might 
be made, I thought the operation would 
probably become more eligible and safe 
than any in use, or , -hofif^l^en heretofore 
proposed. , .j,[, ^,,^,: 
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It immediately suggested itself, that the 
catheter retainer, or bracelet, invented for 
keeping that instrument in the bladder, in 
cases of enlargement of the prostate gland, 
was peculiarly applicable to this operation, 
since by its use the instrument may be stea- 
dily detained in the natural canal, and by 
that means one part of the operation, the 
wound in perinieo, would no longer be re- 
quired. To render the retainer more per-/ 
feet, I put it into the hands of one of our 
most experienced workers in jewellery, 
who hjs undoubtedly made it as perfect as 
appears necessary for keeping the instru- 
ment in its situation, without the smallest 
motion, for any length of time that may. 
be required ; and this without the smallest 
inconvenience, as it may be said to form a. 
part of the penis, readily adapting itself to 
the motion of that organ, and by its elastir. 
city admitting of a considerable distensioii, 
of the corpora cavernosa, without producing 
irritation ; and as the elastic power checks the 
[ further encrease of the size of these bodies. 
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and takes off the disposition for erection, 
the parts so checked, almost immediately 
subside. Retainers of this description are 
sold by Mr. Wiesse, who makes the other 
instruments. 

I should not have said so much of this 
instrument, were it not that the great im- 
provement in the operation, of making no 
opening in perin^o, is derived from its 
use. 

It is probable, that the importance of such 
a bracelet cannot be appreciated by any one, 
but Surgeons who have seen it employed. 
By making the catheter and penis part ol 
the same instrument, the patient suffers no- 
thing from the catheter, although he was 
unable, when retained in any other way, to 
endure the torture it occasioned. 

Having made these introductory re- 
marks, I shall proceed to give an account 
of the first case of stone in which 1 per- 
formed the operariiin. 
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CASE, AND OPERATION. 

J<^n Rivington, aged 16, came into St. 
George's Hospital on the 19th of May, 
i8bo. He had suffered as long as he could 
remember, from pain in the act of making 
water, but more particularly just as the 
whol« quantity was evacuated. His ma- 
lady was found to be the stone ; and I per- 
formed the operation on the fl6th of the 
same month, in the following manner. 

The boy was laid with his back upon a 
table, his feet supported on a chair. An 
incision was made in the direction of the 
iinea alba between the pyramidales mus- 
cles, beginning at the pubes, and extending 
upwards four inches in length : it was con- 
tinued down to the tendon. The hnea alba 
was then pierced close to the pubes, and 
divided by a probe-pointed history to the 
extent of three inches. The pyramidales 
muscles had a portion of their origin at the 
symphisis putts detached to make room. 
When the finger was passed down under 
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the linea alba, the fundus of the bladder 
was felt covered with loose fatty cellular 
membrane. A silver catheter, open at t^e 
end, was now passed along the urethra into 
the bladder, and when the point was felt by 
the finger in the wound pressing up the 
fundus, a stilet that had been concealed 
was forced through the coats of the blad- 
der, and followed by the end of the cathe- 
ter. The stilet was then withdrawn, and 
the opening through the fundus of the 
bladder enlarged towards the pubes by a 
probe-pointed bistory sufficiently to admit 
two fingers, and then the catheter was with- 
drawn. The fundus of the bladder was 
held up by one finger, and the stone ex- 
amined by the fore-finger of the right hand. 
A pair of forceps with a net attached was 
passed down into the bladder, and the stone 
directed into it by the finger : the surface 
being very rough, the stone stuck upon the 
opening of the forceps, and being retained 
there by the finger, was extracted. A slip 
of linen had one end introduced into the 
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bladder, and the other was left hanging out 
of the wound, the edges of which were 
brought together by adhesive piaster. A 
flexible gum catheter, without the stilet, 
was passed into the bladder by the urethra, 
and kept there by an elastic retainer, sur- 
rounding the penis. The patient was put 
to bed and laid upon his side, in which po- 

L iStbn the urine escaped freely through the 

I "Catheter. 

The calculus was of the roughest mul- 
berry kind, was nearly spherical, and 
weighed one ounce. As no blood had been 
lost in the operation, twelve ounces were 
taken from the arm. Outlines of the dif- 
ferent instruments are annexed. PI. VII. 

May 27. The patient had rather a rest- 
less night, but had some sleep ; the wound 
very tender : all the urine escaped by the 
catheter ; no tenderness in the abdomen. 
The slip of linen was withdrawn, which 
gave great relief. Leaving any such slip 
in the bladder is unnecessary, as the flexi- 
ble gum catheter in the urethra, while it 
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is open, precludes any urine escaping 
through the upper wound ; it need only be 
left in the external wound, to prevent the 
formation of abscess under the skin, and to 
allow a free passage to any urine that may 
come by the wound, when the catheter is 
accidentally clogged up by mucus. 

May 38. The patient had some quiet 
sleep in the night; pulse qmck, bowels 
open, the wound less tender ; the urine 
escapes freely. Had his bed completely 
changed, during which time he sat upon 
a chair: in the evening the catheter was 
found to be plugged up with mucus, and 
till cleared, the urine came by the wound. 
The pulse was quick and full, the tcmgue 
white. He lost ten ounces of blood, which 
upon standing became cupped and huffy. 

May 39. The wound still tender. Had 
not much sleep in the night. The catheter 
being again plugged up with mucus, it was 
altogether withdrawn, none being at hand 
of a proper size to replace it ; and the time 
for the urine to diffuse itself being passed. 
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Tbe/oatheter had. been ma^e to retain it» 
Qurv«; to do vrhich its inade had iea»farH 
nish, so that when soaked in urine» it ben 
cahae, spoDgy, and was readily do^^d. 
Tiii^ catheters used in this op^irtion should 
istave tln9^ inside of the tube polished like 

- .May sOn The patient had a good night. 
Th© urine escaped by. the wound, \vhich 
looked healthy ; he is quite free from painj 
andjn all respects better, A little urine 
c^me by the penis. He was moved into 
aoptherbed^ 

May 3 1 . His night not so gocxJ, but the 
p^lse nal^al ; the tongue losing its white- 
ness ; the urine came for the most part by 
the wound, but in gushes of two or thre^ 
tablerspoonfuls at a time. Sat up for ten 
(ninujtes in a chair« 

* • t» • * • I 

June 1. He sat up for an hour. Urine 
still Gpn^es principally by the wound, 

Junesd., The patient is gradually gain^ 
ng strength; sat up twice in the day, 

June 3. He sat up in a chair for up\yards 
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of two hours; and while in the effort of 
having a stool, a considerable quantity of 
urine came by the urethra. 

June 4. Some urine still came by the 
wound ; the abdominal muscles not acting, 
excepting when at stool. After sitting up 
some hours a soft bougie was passed, and 
immediately withdrawn, to clear the ure- 
thra: it was followed by a few drops of 
urine. 

June 5. Sat up nine hours ; and twice 
in a full stream made eight ounces of wa- 
ter ; from that time none escaped by the 
wound. 

June 9. The wound has become super- 
ficial, and the bladder retains eight or ten 
ounces at a time. 

It is to be remarked, that the stone had 
been an unusual number of years in the 
bladder, was of the roughest possible kind, 
and yet in ten days the bladder completely 
recovered its healthy actions, so little had 
it been injured by the operation. 
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Since this paper was printed in the Phil; 
Trans. I have had another opportunity of 
perftwming this operation, upon an offker 
in the East India Company's service, of 
40 years of age. The operation was per- 
formed on the 3ist of November, 1820, 
(about two o'clock. 
I began by dividing the skin in the line 
of the linea alba, as in the former case. 
The attachment of the pyramidales muscles 
to the OS pubis was more freely and more 
extensively divided than in the former ; 
the fibres were so much on the stretch that 
they cut hke tense chords, and flew off 
from the edge of the knife. When the 
finger was passed between the os pubis 
and peritonaeum, the bladder was not felt, 
there being nothing but soft parts under 
the finger. 

The catheter, open at the end, was then 
introduced, and it was with some difficulty 
the point was brought forward towards the 
OS pubis ; the resistance of the contracted 
coats of the bladder being considerable, the 
VOL. III. B b 
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slit in the front of the catheter made the in- 
strument unequal to bear lateral motion, by 
which the two sides were twisted over one 
another. These are the only circumstances 
deserving of notice in the operation. 

At the time of introducing the flexible 
gum catheter into the bladder, to be re- 
tained there, I pressed down my finger 
from the opening above, and kept it at the 
inside of the orifice of the neck of the blad- 
der; and when I passed the point through^ 
it towards the urethra, I asked wiiat he felt. 
He said, no pain, but a natural inclination to 
make water. This I repeated, and received 
the same answer. I kept my finger there, 
and had the satisfaction of guiding the point 
of the catheter upon it, so as to ascertain, 
from my anatomical knowledge, that the 
point of the instrument did not extend be- 
yond the moiety of the space between the 
neck of the bladder and the orifices of the 
ureters. It was retained there, as in the 
former case; and a small piece of hnen was 
introduced through the wound of the ex- 
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tertMllntdgFttmaitsoinly ; its sides were then 
brought together by: adhesive ; plaster, and 
covered by supeirjficial di*essings. 

Before the patient wks put to bed, the 
gullet of an ox (which the butchers now 
prepare for gold-beaters), between 18 
and 124 inches long, was ' tied with one end 
irieldsiiig^ the pcfnis and catheter, round the 
waist, the other hanging over the chamber 
pot. The bfed wasa couch inclosed on one 
siftei arid made By the use of jrillows^^ into an 
inclined 'plane ; so that the patient could 
not 'iivoid lying on biie' side,' and the hose 
coriSequiehtly ll^ging over the- side of the 
bed: The urine j immediately upon his lying 
down in this position, passed from the penis 
into the ' chamber-pot. About ten o^'clock 
at night he was free from uneasiness^ and 
the whole of the urine passed into the pot 

by the hose. 

The first day aftar tfie operation, at 
twelve d-dock'i he wais found to have slept 
a good deal during the night, and awoke 
in the morning much refreshed. He had 
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a low fluttering pulse, which was natural 
to him, beii^ a very nervous man. The 
piece of linen was withdrawn from the 
wound, which was superficially dressed. 
He was allowed to get up, and sat four 
hour^ in a chair. 

On the second day after the operation, 
he had passed a good night ; took an open- 
ing medicine. 

On the third day, his pulse was fuller, 
the tongue less white, the appetite good: 
the wound in the integuments is healing 
fast, no urine having passed through it since 
the operation. He sat in a chair the greater 
part of the day, finding the posture easier 
than in bed. 

Nothing occurred deserving of notice till 
the sixth day ; the cather was taken out, 
and not being at all encrusted, was re-inr 
troduced. 

On the seventh day the hose were left 
oft, and the catheter had its opening closed 
by a wooden peg. He takes a senna 
draught every third day. 
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On the fourteenth day took an airing in 
his carriage; and the external wound was 
quite healed. 

It may be remarked, that no urine in this 
case coming through the wound, arose from 
the particular sifuatiofi in which the point 
of ilhe ^catteter was placed t i circwnst»nfcfe 
toht pertkttdiarlylitfasnded to m performing 
thi^/operatkii, and keepiiii|g k iVith6Ut xbo- 
tion by infeans of the bracelet. 

The pcMt: 0f the finger, wh^i iprthssed 
^spon A& mternai <lrifice of the Mtddeir, 
flPo4htceA lem, aensation than oeuld have 
been expected. 

The slit tntfae ocAcave side G^ the cathe^ 
ter ^buld not exceed an ^ch in extent, 
^mce^ when ceifrtinued furt^her down, the 
iristniimenjt is tob Inuch weakened to admit 
of lateral motion without breaking it. 

This gentleman, IvIk^ resides in Devoii^- 
sturcy lias bad (to ajrinptdm of uneasiness 
in consequence of ibhe opteation. 
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PLATE L 

Consists of tWo Figures, : representing 
transverse sections of the. human penl^ 
magnified four diameters. .This penis, at 
the time of the person's death, had fortu- 
nately been in a state of erection, and the 
blood had coagulated; so that the inter? 
nal structure was seen under peculiarly 

advantageous circumstances, 
- Fig; 1. Shews the internal structure of 
the corpora cavernosa, near the middle of 
the penis; where the central part is one 
general cavity, surrounded every where by 
the open trellis work; the interstices are 
filled with coagulated blood. The large 
arterial trunks, by which the reservoirs are 
filled, are distinctly seen.. 

Upon the back of the penis, the elastic 
ligamentous mass, in which are embedded 
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the arteries and nerves, is very distinctly 
seen. 

The artery ipsius penis is very conspicu- 
ousy with a large nerve made up of several 
bundles on each side of it. There arie four 
lesser ar/eries, and a smaller nerve. . 
.. The appear^vice of trellis work in the 
corpus spongiosum is of the same kind, only 
on a smaller scale, and there is no central 
cavity. 

The elastic muscular structure, which 
surrounds the corpora cavernosa, is massy 
and thick, compared with that forming the 
boundary of the corpus spongiosum. . 

Within. the trellis work of the corpus 

V 

$pongiosum is the urethra, surrounded by 
its lon^tudinal .muscular coat. A section 
of the canal has the appearance of a traas- 
verse slit, Jormed by the compression of 
. the muscular coat, to which the membrane 
adapts itself by corresponding folds. 

Fig. 2. A smilar section nearer the glans 
penis, to shew the trellis work wher^ there 
is no central cavity. . . 



376 



EXPLANATION OP THE PLATES. 



PLATE II. 
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Consists of four Figures, taken from 
transverse sections of a penis that had the 
arteries injected with spirit, so as to distend 
the trellis work of the corpora cavernosa 
and corpus spongiosum. In this prepara- 
tion the urethra was also kept distended 
with spirit. 

Fig. 1. This section is taken near the 
root of the penis, and shews the same ^rts 
represented in the last plate, magnifled 
two diameters. 

Fig. 2. A small portion of the last sec- 
tion, magnified fifteen diameters, to shew 
that the trellis is made up of single plates- 
Fig. $. A transverse section nearer the 
glans penis, magnified two diameters, in 
which the parieles of the corpora ca- 
vernosa are much thinner than in the first 
Figure. 

In both the first and third Figures, the 
lining of the urethra is thrown into longi- 
tudinal folds. 
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Fig. ^ A small poHion «f Fig^ q, nap 
liified fiHwcn diaiheten^ 

/ 

PLATE in. 

€oti6iats <9f chree f igttres> t»ken ftDm a 
pl^mtfoh at which the trdlb work wis 
ittjeeted hy the arteries wiidi tnenhiry, the 
large trunks plugged up with cbramotl in^ 
jection. The piteparaticm waA drtedj and 
then ciit open and preserved in oil of tur^ 
pentine.. ', 

Figiiiw A longitudinal sectidn of one of 
the corpora cavernosa^ shewing the ^omse 
of the arteries thi^ough the trellis, maghi^ 
iied two dianketers. A is opposite that part 
whefe the central cavity is s^en. B, where 
the trellis is eahtinu«d f hik)Ughout. 

Fig. d. A small portion at A, magnifiM 
fifteen diameters. 

Fig. 5* A similar porlion at B, magnified 
in the same degree. 

« 

PLATE IV. 
Consists of six Figures, thfee of which 
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are representations of the corpus spongio- 
sum urethrie, and two of the villi of the 
covering of the glans penis. 

Fig, 1. A transverse section of the cor- 
pus spongiosum urethrEe, magnified four 
diameters, to shew the sections of the arte- 
ries leading to the branches that supply the 
trellis work. 

Fig. 2. A portion of Fig. i, magnified 
fifteen diameters, to shew the trellis work 
in the corpus spongiosum urethrie. 

Fig. 3- A longitudinal section of the 
same corpus spongiosum and muscular coat 
of the urethra, magnified fifteen diameters. 

Fig. 4,. The internal membrane of the 
urethra, with the glands belonging to its 
surface, and the lacunse ; also the fasciculi 
of muscular fibres seen througli the mem- 
brane, magnified ten diameters. 

Fig. 5. The papilla upon the surface of 
the glans penis, magnified ten diameters. 

Fig. 6. A smaller portion of the surface 
of the glans to sliew the papilla, magni- 
fied twenty-five diameters. 
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PLATE V. 

. This. Plate contains two sections of the 
corpus spongiosum urethras, representing 
different views of a stricture in that canal. 
The individual was between 60 and 70 
years: of age; and it would appear, from 
the very contracted state to which the stric- 
ture from long standing had arrived, that 
no professional means had been employed 
to retard its progress. A small piece of 
gravel had been passed down from .the kid- 
ney and voided from the bladder;, but un- 
able to pass through the orifice at the stric*- 
tured part, had formed a bed for itself be- 
hind it. In this situation it continued to 
encrease in siz&, and at last filled up the 
ojlfice so as to produce a complete sup- 
pression, of which the person died. The 
Figures are magnified five diameters. 

Fig. 1 . In this section we have a poste- 
rior view of the stricture, shewing the size 
and figure of the orifice. ImmecMately on 
this side is an oblique view of the cavity, in 
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which the piece of gravel was imbedded, 
composed of an adventitious layer of coa- 
gulable lymph, adhering to the internal 
membrane of the urethra- ' 

The sutTounding parts have been alfeadyi 
described. 

Fig. s. A longitudinal vertical section of* 
the cjrpus spongiosum ufethree of that part 
of the penis in which the stricture had- 
formed. On the right hand side the cavity 
in which the calculus was imbedded is dis-* 
tinctiy exposed, shewing how closely i^ 
surface resembles that of the contiguoil* 
urethra. The serrated edge of the newly 
deposited coagulable lympli upon the intet^' 
nal membrane lining the stricture, is dis-. 
tirtctly seen, as well as the thickening of thif 
muscular coat by the deposit of coagulaMe, 
lymph between the fasciculi of its fibres, 

The natural surface of the urethra te 
iiuich changed by the enlarged state of it* 
own glands, and the globular masses df 
}yto^ ev«ry where met with adhering l£ 
hs fe^ffsce. 



puts: yi- 

Consists of four Figures, giving different > 
reprosentfltlonfl of the wrts of which the 
stricture is immedjiftely pompose^. The 
thilee first Figtire9 ar^ n^a^Rifieii twenty- 
five cBfMnetQrp t ^ fourth, fifty. 

Fig. 1. Represents the internal tn^ni-^ 

I 

brane lining the urethra at the part where 
the stricture was^ fornaed, distinctly shewing 

that thifi! Q)exabr9Pf m?(kes na part of the 
diseased contractioni b^t is merely folded 
qpop its^lfs ia the same manner as il is 
in the sound ur^thra^ when th^t canal is 
clpged. 

The appearances upon its surf<ace are 
glfUid^ nati^ral to it in an enlarged st9te, 
9iid m^sssesi of coagulable lymph e;^uded 
and att^phed to the surface. 

Fig. 8. Shews the raanper in which the 
muscular coat of the urethra is formed, her 
ipg entirely pomposea^ of fajscipuli of longir 
tudinal fibres ; and the stricture is nothing 
more than these being pressed inwards 
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upon the urethra, by the exudation of co- 
agiilable lymph in the interstices between 
the fasciculi. 

Fig, 3. The same fasciculi of fibres more 
separated from each other. 

Fig 4. The fibres of one fasciculus still 
more detached, and magnified in a greater 
degree. 

PLATE VII. 

This Plate contains five Figures, two-' 
thirds of their real size. 

Fig. 1. The forceps closed by means of 
a spring, in which state they are to be in- 
troduced into the bladder ; the silk net bag 
in a collapsed state. 

Fig. 3. The forceps opened by pressing 
the spring handles, and the silk net-bag 
extended to receive the stone, upon which 
the forceps are allowed to close/by removing 
the pressure from these handles. The stone 
by falling to the bottom of the bag, be- 
comes lower than the bent point of the 
forceps, and does not require an opening 
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larger than itself to admit of being ex- 
tracted. The stone is to be pulled out 
by the upright handle. 

Fig. 3. The representation of a portion 
of the penis with the catheter in the ure- 
thra, which is prevented from coming out 
by the retainer applied round the penis. 

Fig. 4. The flexible gum catheter of the 
proper length to reach the lower posterior 
part of the bladder. 

Fig. 5. The catheter retainer detached 
from the penis. 
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